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After the flight of the Empress of the French from 
the Tuileries, and the formation of a Republic on 
September 4th of last year, the Emperor's private 
papers and correspondence fell into the hands of the 
Grovernment of the National Defence. A commission 
was immediately appointed to examine these documents, 
Tho members of the Commission were : — 

MM. de Keratry, Prefet de Police, President. 
„ Andre Lavertujon, Vice-President. 
„ Estancelin. 
„ Gagneur. 
„ Andre Co chut. 
„ Julea Claretie, SecTelary. 

The Commission undertook the responsibility of 
publishing saxaa of the documents which came into 
their possession, and, as might have been expected, the 
publication has produced a profound impression 
throughout France. Mr. T. Cuny, whose connection 
with journalism is well known both in Paris and 



VI 



London, has undertaken the task of translating these 
papers into English. Throwing as they do a strong 
light upon the history of the period to which they refer, 
they will be read in Qreat Britain with an interest 
second only to that which has been manifested in 
France. They are published as issued in Paris, 
without note or comment, beyond the explanations 
which the Commission appended to the original publica- 
tion. 




In their preface the Commission state that " the 
documents found at the Tuileries will possess an essen- 
tially official and impersonal character. The work has 
been undertaken exclusively in the interest of the truth. 
I The Commission does not judge, it simply draws up an 
inventory ; it does not occupy itself with polemics, it 
ptrforms with impartiality a work of history. The 
documents found and copied under the superintendence 
of the director of the operation, and of the Secretary of 
the Commission, are examined by the President, and 
I the work is submitted to the control of the Govem- 
[ ment of National Defence. After the publication, the 
I originals of the documents, carefully catalogued, will be 
I deposited in the national archives." 
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Copy of a letter from General Ducrot to General Trochv, 

TliiH copy waa found id the cabinet of iLe Emperor, wbo, 

no doubt, bad never had the original in his hands. The 

copy was made, according to all probability, by tbe emplcn/ee 

of the Cabinet Noir(Becret council, a sort of Slar-Cbamber). 

, The Dole found at tbe head, and wbicb indicates — 1st, that 

a letter is not dated ; 2Dd, that it arrived in Paris on 

'riJay morning, the 7ib of December, 18G6, leaves little 

IB to this. It will be found from the document 

blowing (letter from M. de Fcrsigny to the Emperor) thai 
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tbe exiat^Dce of the Cabintt Now- wae fullj recogoised i 
high (|u altera. 



Extract of a letter from General Duerot to General Trochu. 

[This letter is not dated, it bears the Strasbourg post-mark, 
and reached Paris od Fiiday morning, the 7lh Deceraber, 
1866. It is written in the second person singular, showing 
the close ties of friendship existing between the two 
reterans,] 

"SiDCe 70a &re endeavouring to make tbe real truth 
beard and understood amongst the illustrious personages 
who surround the Emperor, add tbe followiBg to yonr 
Buggeslions : — -Wbilst we are long and pompouslj delibe- 
rating OD the measures necessary to constitute an army, 
Fruesia is quietly medilatin); a forraiduble invasion of our 
territory. She will be prepared to put into line 000,000 
men, and ISOO pieces of artillery, whilst wo have not yet 
dreamt of organising tlio baitulions indiFpenanbla to place 
300,000 men, and 600 pieces before the enemy. At the 
other sido of the Rhine there is not a single G 
does not believe that war will be declared ere 
mo«l pocilic, who, by ihetr family relations, < 
iotercstn, ore more French in their syrapalhiea, co 
■trugglo u inevitable, and are totally nt a loa* I 
lor our iuaclian. As it is necoHary to seek a cauM for 
avarythlog, they assert that our Emperor has fallen iuto his 
MOOnd infanoy. To those who are not blind it is porfecUy 
•rident that war vill farMk oat on an early day. With our 
■tupid vanity, our fuoUsb presumption, wo fancy tlial wa 
•hall be penuitted to chooM the day and the hour, it., alter 



rman who 
iog. The 
• by tlioir 
insider lh« 



TO OENERAI. FBOISaARD. 3 

the Universal Exhibition, for the achievement of our 
oi^anisatioQ and our armament. Truly, I am of your 
opinion, and I begin to tliink that our Government is 
demented, but if Jupiter ia determined to destroy it, let us 
not forget the destiuiea of our couulry, and that the fati: 
of all in bound to these destinies ; and since ne are not yet 



smitten by this fatal in 
arrest this fearful doclin 
Here is ar 



lanity, let us make every effort to 
, which is coaductin^ as straiglit to 
additional detail lo which I call 
lature to open the eyes of 



precipices. 

your attention, because it 

the most blind. 

"For some time past numerous Prussian agents have 
been overrunning our frontier departments, particularly 
the country comprised between the Moselle and the 
Voages ; they sound the opinion and feelings of the in- 
habitants, work upon the PrutestiinCa% who are numerous in 
this quartijr, and are much less Freuch than is generally 
thought. They are, indeed, the sons and grimJsons of 
those same men who, in 1815, sent numerous deputations tu 
the headquarters of the enemy to demand that Alsace should 
be re-annexed to Germany. This is a fact worthy of notice, 
for it may be reasonably considered as having for object to 
make known the plans and the campaign of the enemy. 
The PrUBsians adopted the same tactics in Bohemia and 
Silesia three months before the commencement of hoatilititjB 
against Austria. 

(58.) 

Letter from General Dacrot to General Froitsard, 

[This leitpr by General Ducrot was found among the 

papers of General Froisaard. It lella blankly, cruelly, and 
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" My dear Gennral, — I 
f Ud interesting oonvi 
endeavour to ren>!er tcrupi 
vilhout 



y to the governor of ttie Prince Imperinl tlie whole 
The counsellors of Napoleon could not say that 
I they were not well-informed.] 

Sirasbourp, 28 Oct., 1868. 
d you a Tesumc of my long 

with M. de D . I 

ily his thoughts and appre- 
or amplification.*. You say 
in your laet letter that you have reafion to tliiuk that 

tU. de D has allowed himself to he led away by his 
katred ol Prueoia. . . No, iio, do not believe thaL M. de 
J) is a man of ttie age of seventy years ; he hus too 
wre n judgment, and too great an experience oT men and 
lhiii;js to allow himself to he blinded by passion ; but he has 
tars to hoar and eyes to see, and sullident good sense to 
draw just conclusions from what lie sees and hears. Besides. 
1u has suiHrient strength oi character to prevent his being 
blinded by fear, that diilesinbie counsellor who hns com- 
mitted and will still commit so many follies. All that I see 
und hear myself corroboraies too strongly tbe opinions of 
M. •ie D fcir me U} have any douUts as to the exacUlude 

of his information, and the JustneNS of his views. 

" I saw, a few minutes ago, the Cnunt(«s de Pourtalu*, 

»who han just arriTefl from Berlin. Up to the present time 
Ihad alnays been irritated by her oplimiam. I'ruasian by 
inarrinKe, she greatly admired all sots of M, de Bismark, of 
King William, and ail I'rusxians; she pretendi-d that 
nothing could cause a war between France aiidPrusaut; 
iliat w* were made to lovu and understand one uiullti-r. 
In fact, her language was » poetical variation of the 
ajieochea of U'luher, and the circulars of La Valutia. Now, 
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that adorable Countess declares to me that she retuma from 
Berlin with death ia tier Houl ; that war is inevitable, and 
canuot fail to break out on the first opportunity ; that ihe 
Prussiana are so well prepared and bo skilfully curaniauded 
that thej are assured of succeas, 

"'What!' I said, 'you blow the trumpet of Eellona, 
juBt at the time when all around nothing is spoken of but 
the pacific intentions of good neighbours, the wholesome 
terror with which we inspire them, of liismark's desire to 
avoid all pretest for a conflict, when we are sending all our 
Boldiers 10 their homes, and are taking into consideration 
the rediiclion of the list of oSicers to such an extent that I 
am milking preparations to retire very shortly to my country 

" ' Oh, General ! ' she cried, ' that is what makes it «o 
dreadful. Those people deceive us shamefully, and count 
Dpon taking us by surprise when we are unarmed. . . 
Yes, the watc-hword is giveu ; in public they speak of peace, 
of the desire to keep on friendly terms with us; but when 
one chats familiarly with those people who surround the 
King, they put on a bantering air, and say, " Do you 
believe all that? Bo you not see that events are marching 
at a rapid rate, aod that nothing can now avert the 
denouement t " They scoff' at our Government, our army, 
our Garde Mobile, our Ministers, the Emperor and the 
Empress, pretending that before long Franco will become a 
second Spain. In fine — would you believe it ? — the Minister 
of the King's Household, M. de ScLleinilz, dared to (ell me 
that in less than eighteen months our Alsace would belong 
to Prussia. And if you knew (he enormous preparations 
-that are being made on all sides, with what ardoat ^Uic^ 
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I of tlie Stales recently 

1 all ranks of society and 

Oh ! in Irutb, general, I returo 

(rrow and fear. Yes, I am cerlAia 

, nothing — can preveut a war, and 



in trsnBforming tfae a 
I annexed, what confideuce tber 
I iu itiA army t . . . Oh ! 
I heartbroken, (all of s 
I now that nothing — no 
[ Mich K war ! ' 

" Mme. de Pourtalea will probably be at Compi^gne in a 
few day^ and consequently you may have the pleasure of 
bearing lier complaints and frightrul tales. 

"As a sequel to the insinuation of M. de Schleinitz rela- 

I tire to Alsace, 1 shall qiiole n lew words ol General tie 

1 Uoltke on the same subject. This great general was 

rbalting with a Iladener, who occupies a high position in 

his couutry. This person assured him that (he popnlnlion 

of ihe Grand Duchy was for the most |)art not very favour' 

■biy disposed towards Prussia, and very much opposed to 

tbe projects for anncxatioD. ' Truly.' said U. de Molike. 

■it is inconipreheusihle, for ihose people ought tokuow that 

tbeir future is in our hnnds ; that shortly we shall l>e aide 

to do ibem a great deal of good, or a great tlFal of barm. 

As roon as we are in a position to dispose of Alsace, and 

lliai will not be long firn, we will be able, by uniting it to 

ibe Grand Durhy iif Hadcn, to form u splendid prorince, 

comprised between the Vosgea and the Black Forest, 

I traversed throughout ila whole length by a magnificent 

t river, snd| surely, no country in the world would lind itself 

I in similar conditiuna of wcidih and prosperity.' . . 

" And you expt-ct thnl, in presence of such swagger and 

neb insolent pretensions, too loudly asserted, I should re- 

' main calm and patient I Truly, one could not have a drop 

I -at old Gallic blood in ooe'i veiiu I 1 confess, iben, that I live 




' OeimtAt DUCBOT TO GBNERAL FSOISSARD, 7 

ID a BtatQ of perpetual exaaperaljon; I experience tbe 
paasion that a poreon luuHt feel when, on attempting to 
rescue a drowning man, he meets with voluntary reaislance, 
nnd finds himself sinking along with him he wished to 



" On seeing you get out of temper on reading these 
lines, I ehouldbe l«mpted to cry with Tbemistocles, 'Strike, 
but listen 1 ' 

"Believe, my dear general, in the assurance of my most 
■Section ate and devoted sentiments. 

" General A. Ddckot. 

" P. S. — One word, in conclusion, which plainly depicts 
the situation ; it is by a di|ilomatiBt in favour at Court, and 
ertainly in a position to be verj well informed. ' In truth,* 

lately wrote the Prince de M , ' one would think that 

we were walking with cotton lege on egga, as though we 
were afraid of breaking them.' " 



(S9,) 

Letter from General Ducrot to General Frotssard on the pre- 
paratimit of Prussia in 1869. 

" Strasbourg, 31 January, 1869. 

" My dear General, — I have just seen Commandant 

Schenck, who brought me news of you, and told me that 

i had conversed on certain events which are now taking 

place at Mayeace and Rastadt, and which are very signifi- 

" Tbe same information has reached me at Strasbourg by 
rumours which circulate in the town, and the origin of 
which it is impossible to trace. The Prussians, it is said, 
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are cutting down the trees on the glacis of Mayence and 
Raatadt : in the Grand Duchy of Baden they are pulling 
into requisition all surgeoos and veterinary surgeons who 
are able to inarch, and are digtribuliiig them, as auxiliaries, 
between ihe different corps. There being no possibiUiy of 
■ending officers abroad, I was obliged to seek indirect raenos 
of ascertaining the truth as to these rumours, and I applied 
to Q M. de Gaston, late sub-officer in the French army, 
aettled at Landau for some years, and who, having fre- 
quently occasion to go lo Mayence and into the Gram! 
Dachj* of Badon, readily undertook to gather, de visu, all 
the necessary informalion. 

" As Id the snrgeons and veterinary surgeons, M. de 
Gaston has cited facts which appear conclusive. A fort- 
night ago, bis veterinary surgeon, who resides at Mantiheim, 
received a commission of veterinary surgeon of the l!rst> 
class, for a body of troops (M. Gaston does not remember 
what), with orders to hold himself in readiness to joia il on 
the shortest notice. 

" II is greatly to be regretted that we have no means of 
watching over what is going on, and what is being prepared 
amongst our too active neighbours. Is it not indir'pensnble 
that we should immediately organise a system of military 
espionage, which would place at our disposition a certain 
number of ageols, whose duty it would le to keep us an 
Qowant as regards the slighlest incidents, and who, on the 
breaking out of war, could render us incalculable aotvico T 
It i« not at the momoot that relations are interrupted that 
Ihii service should be organised i it requires time and a 
gr«at daal of addreas to orgauiie it properly. I leave thc>e 
rtflcetions for jronr consideration. 
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" I thank you for haviog commuoicated to me the kind 
words of the Emperor in mj behalf ; that gives me great 
pleasure. I have written to General Castelnau in the sense 
which you indicated to roe ; but I know how to believe in 
his benevolent intentions towards me. 

"Believe, my dear General, in the assurance of my 

most devoted sentiments, 

" General A. Ducrot. 

'* Schenck left this morning for Rastadt ; he will be at 
Darmstadt to-morrow, at Mayence on Wednesday, and will 
return here on Thursday night." 
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PERSIGNY TO THE EMPEROR. 

OhjecU to reductioD of arm]', ond wishes to ponsult him on t. delicate 
suliject— Hefareseu thefnlt of the Empire — Hxtnct of klettor 
from M. ie Penigay. 

" Sire, — Permit me to address directly to your Mnjea^ a 
copy of a work which has just been published hy my fellow- 
countrymen at Forez, and wliich forms a collection of tba 
principal ibiogs I hare done, said, or written. I take the 
liberty of nitikin^ four niarlis on the book. If you will take 
ibe trouble of reading three addresses I made in my own 
department, you will be able to see in what degree my 
iufluence in exercised in my own neighbourhood. I point 
out, besides, a suceinct trpose of my system of ibe Pyramids, 
which resumes, I tbink, tlie whole (juealion very clearly. I 
have not auperinteoded the publication of this work. It 
has been prepared without my knowledge, and it wu only 
at the last moment that it was communicated to me. 
Monsieur Bavoui, Councillor of State (a man of pronounced 
Napoleonic sentiments), had frequently requested ma to 
hkve it published, but never succeeded in overcomini; nij 
IndifTcrenco. Now, liowever, I am not sorry thai it I 
been done. 

" }jire, — In cnnseijuence of the question of titles, I hnva 
not thought it proper to romtnunicnie to you tny impreoiion 
of the pro))o»ed reduction of the army : but I do uot think 
that your Miijeity, for k eotuiderablu time back, hu h* 
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advised to commit a graver error. When it ia prtiposed to 

reduce ibe array and to arrest the general progress of the 

whole country, great conBidemtions of European politics are 

I invoiced. If the army feels wounded in its interests, it ia, 

' &t least, compelled to incline beforo important reaBona, 

I Public interest and its own patriotism impose resignation. 

Mllege only common reasons of economy— the saving 

Ive or thirteen milliona in a budget of nearly tvro 

I miiliards — to wound the suaceptibilities of the army to aucb 

I an estent ie, in truth, lo pay dearly for a cheeae-pariag 

I economy. Then to announce to the world thnt the country 

I is so overwhelmed in debt that it cannot pay its army — I 

I regret it sincerely ; it appears to me an esceas of political 

l.and financial imprudence. Decidedly, those two statesmen 

r — Fould and Eouher — by rheir complete absence of political 

and financial knowledge, appear to be conspiring to ensure 

your downfall. 

''I Bbould have wished, also, to have spoken on a 
delicate subject. I am in posaeasion of some revelations 
concerning (he service of what is called the Cabinet Noir, 
furnished me by the principal secretary. This individual is 
absolutely ia want of employment ; the observations he has 
made to me must not, therefore, be revealed to his auperiors; 
ihey are especially interesting to your Majesty. If you 
'eiurn lo Faria, I would ask to be accorded au 
kndience — but not at Compiegne — such a proceeding would 
iQ much jealousy and uproar amoiigat the members 
jtlf the Government. 

n, wiih respect, your Majeely's very humble and 
y devoted servant and subject, 
[No dale.] " Peksignt." 
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(i.) 

Extract of a Letter Jivm if. de Periigny, 
[ He roresees tLe full of ihe Empire.] 

" Cliaraarande, 15th Di'C, 1867. 

"Sire, — I beg jour Mttjegty to read tlie fotlowiLg letter 
viih attention :— 

(Here follow four pages in octavo on a projct de /ut con- 
cerning the press; then the fullowing a|>pr('ciaiion of the 
general situation of the Empire ul the end oi 18G7.) 

■* And now, Sire, that I hnve exhausted this subject, ! 
will not return to it, for, I airow, I possess no longer the 
libert}> of thought necessary (o broach subjects of compani- 
tively secondary importance in presence of the important 
questions which are now being agitated; when the Eui]iir« 
appears to be crumbling in all parts ; when this struggle, at 
once desperate and implacable, waged against you by thoee 
who, under the pretext of estahlishing tho Purliainentary 
rtgivie, have sworn your downluU, is carried on from one 
success to another ; when, in fuel, euch oratorical victory of 
your Ministers is a defeat for your Majesty. I have 
followed the liile debaies ; I have witnessed on one sido the 
most atrocious hatred, and something stiU more than hatred, 
attacking you, and you alone ; the tone, the gesture, evory- 
thtng lictrayod to the eyes of all an implacuble determina- 
tion ; and ou the other, your tiovernmeut, forced, perhaps, 
to adopt this attitude by tho situation of things, inclining 
before your enemies, humbly asking of desperate atlver- 
nrie« to withdraw their i[itorpullations, abandoning in a 
moment the jKjlitry followed during fourteen yean between 
the extreme Itiglit and the extreme Li-fl ; making of an 



M. DE PEBdIGNT. 13 

energetic act, of a victory of your Majesty, the occasion of a 
triumph for your enemies. And now, between what is no 
longer the Empire, and that which is not yet the Parlia- 
mentary regime^ can one be astonished at the public dissatis- 
faction and anxiety of mind ? As for myself, I repeat it, I 
have not the courage to follow abstract studies in the midst 
of such moral anarchy. If your Majesty does not perceive 
these evils, where is the good of imagining plans of improve- 
ment for a house already on fire ; and if you do see them, 
why isolate yourself from your most devoted servants ; why 
not take someone into your confidence, in order to find the 
means of changing such a state of things ? 

" I am, with respect, Sire, your Majesty's very humble 
and very devoted servant and faithful subject, 

" Peksigny." 



I 
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FROM THE QUEEN OF HOLLAND TO 
MONSIEUR D'ANDRE. 

WARNING. 

^Napoleon liuil long been warned of tlie diinger wbich 
would result to Franco from a united Germoij;, organised 
militaril; in tlie hands of Prussia. The letter whtch 
follows, addressed by tbe Queen of UoUaiid to Monsieur 
d'Andre, during the war of mG6, was fouud amongst M. 
Conti's papers. Tbe note at the bead ia ia the handwriting 
of Napoleon.] 



Copj, oj a Ulter fv» 



the Qiieia nf Holland U' MoiMUr 
d'Amiri. 

"July 18, 1866. 
" You 8pp"?nr to cntcrliiin strange illusjons! Your prali^ 
Has diminished more eentiibly during tbe last 15 days than 
during the whole reigu. You allow the weak to be destroyed, 
you leave to aggrandise without limit the insolence and iha 
brulAlity of your closest ncighbuur ; you accept a gift, and 
yon do not think it worth while to address a word of 
recognition to tbo one who ofTen it. I regret llut you 
should have thought me interested in the matier, and tliat 
you did not perceive tlie immense danger of a powerful 
Qermany and a [luwerful Italy. It is Uie dsnaxly whicb is 
llMiiac«d, and it b that wbich will aiutain the cuue<iUGliG«a. 
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I say it, for §ucti is the truth, which you will perceive only 
too late. Dit not think that the tnisfortuDe that overwhelms 
me in mj country's liii-atitcr renders me unjust or euspicious. 
Tenetia ceded, Austria should have been aided; you ought 
to have marched on the Rhice, and have imposed your con- 
ditions. To allow Austria to he ruined was more than a 
crime, it was a mistake. Probably this will be my last 
letter. Neverthelosa, I should consider myself unworthy of 
an old and serious friendship, did I not, for the last time, 
tell you the whole truth. I do not auticipate that it will he 
attended to ; but I am determined to be able to say, one 
day or aaother, that I have done everything in my power 
to forewarn you of the ruiu of that which has hitherto 
inspired me with so much faith, so much affection." 

[This letter was, as will be seen, written during the war 
in Bohemia, and ou the morrow of the cession of Veneiia 
to France.] 
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THE EMPEROR TO M. CONTI. 

RE- ANNEXATION OI^ BELGIUM. 

[iVole dictated b;/ tkt Emperor to M. Con/i'.] 

[It expreaaes the projected aniicxatioD orBelgium. TbiB 
letter, which U in the Lsind writing of the chief of ths 
Emperor'a Cftbiiiet. was found amongst the letters and other 
documeutB dictated to M. Conti by the Emperor. No date.] 

" If France places itself baldly on tlie principle of 
naiiontililies, it is important, from the pri-flenl lime, that u 
Bel^an aationalily should not exist, and to arrange this 
euential point with PrusBia. The Cabinet of Berlin 
appearing, on tlie other hand, disposed to enter, with 
Prance, into arrangements which it would be convenient for 
France to niHke with it, a secret treaty mi^ht b« 
tiegoliated engaging the two contracting partieii. Without 
BMuming that such a treaty would be a iKrfeclly sure 
guaraniec, it would have the double adviintnge of compro- 
mising Prussia, and would be at the sume time a gage of the 
sincerity of the Emperor's politics and pretensions. It U 
noc^tsary not to conceal — when the characters of th« King 
of rruania and his First Mmisler are so well known — that 
tlie latest diiilomalic iiiciiJent?, as nell as the actual 
dispoailions of tiio public sentiment in France, should bare 
confirmed tliem in the conviction that we have not renounood 
the revindication of the Rhine frontier. In order lo be 
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V^eltatn of finding at Berlin the confidence neceesary to the 
maiatenaace of intimate relations, we ought to employ 
every means to dissipate the apprehensions which have 
always existed with reepect to this eventuality — apprehen- 
sions which have been awakened, and evea inflamed, by our 
latest communications. This result cannot be attaiLed by 
simple words, Ad act is necessary ; and Ibis act, which 
will decide the fate of Belgium, in concert with Prussia, by 
proving at Berliu that the Emperor decidedly seeks, other- 
wise than on the Khine, the extension of territory necessary 
to France since the events of which Germany has been the 
theatre, would at least be equal to a relative certitude that 
the Prussian Government would place no obstacle in the 
way of our aggrandiaeraent in the North." 



I 
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THE EMPRESS FROM EGYPT. 

LETTER FROM THE EUTBESS TO THE EUPEBon. 

Voyage in Egypt. 
" On the Nile, on board the Impiratrice, 

"Oct. 27, 1860. 
"My very dear Louis, — I write you en route oo [illegible] 
tlie Nile. To say that iho weather is fresh, would not 
be the abaoluie truth; but the heat is supportable in 
uiinaequenco of the air, but in the Bua it is very different. 
Heaidea, 1 have informed you of the alale of the weather by . 
telegraph. I receive news every day by telegraph of yourself 
lUid Louis ; it is marvellous, and very consoling to me : for 
■bus I am always kept on the friendly side by the wire 
which connects me with everything dearest to my atfectiona. 
I am quite charmed with my voyage, and 1 would greatly 
wish to give you a description of it, but other more charming 
and capable writers iliau myself have undertaken this Uuk, 
HO that 1 shall remain sUent on the subject. 1 was mtiob 
autioyed at yesterday's occurrences, especially as I was not 
with you in !*aris : but everythiug passed off well, aoconUng 
to your despateb. Whou one sei-s other peoples, una }adgn 
and approbates the injustice of our own much bettor. I 
thluk, ang «tiir ecMJArntion nofwUhttaiiding, that you ougbl 
luri to be dlseouraged, but that you should continue in the 
path marked otit by yourself] good fuitli in tlie coucfliaioiw 
already madv, as in fact is tliought and luud [nc], it a good 
thing ) I hope, therefore, that your speech will be cooceivvd 
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t thia aense ; the more will force be found neceBsary at a. 
later period, the more it is urgent to prove to the country 
that one has [sic] ideas, and not eipedieuta. 1 am very 
far away, and too ignorant of events as they are passing to 
express myself thus ; but I am quite convinced that ideas 
followed up become a real force. I do not like acottps [«ic], 
coups d'ctal, and I am persuaded that coups d'etat aru not 
made twice in the same reign, I speak without reasoning, 
for I am preaching to a convert much better instructed in 
fluch things than myself. But it ia neceseary to suy some- 
thing, were it only to prove what you already know — that 
my heart is with you both; and if, in tranquil times, my 
wandering imaginations love to wander, I love to be near 
you in times of anxiety and disquietude. 

"Far from men and events, one feels a calm which doett 
OQe good. By an effort of imagination I fancy that every- 
thing ia going marvellously well. Amuse yourself : distrac- 
tion is absolutely necessary — it is as indispensable to recover 
moral force as it is to re-establiab a weakened constitution ; 
and the same fised ulca may result in the destruction of tbs 
beet organised intellect. I have already experienced this; 
and all those events which, during my life, Lave tarnished 
the bright colours of my illusions I wish to forget. My life 
is ended, but I cherish the hope of my son's future, and I 
think that those are real joys which come from his heart to 
my own. In the meantime, I am proliting by my voyage, 
basking iu the sun, in an almost savage country, cultivated 
on the Lanka for a space of fifty yards, and, behind, the 
desert with its downs, all blazing under an ardent sun. 
Good-bye ; and believe in the sincerity of your ever-devoted 
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CASSAGNAC TO CONTI.— APRIL, 1870. 

[The following letter was written by M. Gruiier ds 
Caseagaac to M. Conti &t tbe period of the lost plebiscite,^ 

" Chaieau du Couloum^ pnr FlaieaDce, Gen, 
2oth April, 1870. 

" Dear Sir, — I shall not be able to be in Paris od thi 
30tli of this month for the secood pavment to be made lA 
Gibiat, because I wiab to preside, on the 8th of May, at tbe 
TOtiug of my canloo. I therefore beg of you to permit my 
»on to supply my place. I have wrilten to desire him 10 
call opon yoii on the SOlh. 

'* The country which I have passed tbrough is very peace- 
able: they are preparing to tvtf /or tA«£rn;>«r«r. OfaSmofit** 
CwtuUam, B Parliamenlan/ regime, or a Liberal Cabimel, 
there is no question. There is, iu this part of the country, 
nothing to be done but to distribute the voti eg- papers. Th» 
rural population recognises only the Emperor, wishes only 
for hitn, and will voto only for himi and will rote auyiblDg 
the Kmperor proposes. 

■' I visited the chief town of the arrondissement and mo*' 
of the cantons : the inhabitants are much displeased with' 
the inconsistitncies of the Ministerial doctrine. U. Ollifier 
hu lost the greater pari of bis authority by reiieuliiig tb« 
intorvvntion of tbe Government in the aflairs of tbe popul^ 
lions and sow practising it with groat energy. 
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*' The people in this part of the country do not believe 
in any other regime than that which is strictly conservative. 
As to Liberalising they confound it with agitaUoTij and will 
none of it. 

" To resume, the vote in this part of the country will be 
excellent, because the name of the Emperor is popular and 
venerated. But, nevertheless, it must be said that his con- 
descendence to the agitators was universally regretted. 

*' Such is, my dear sir, the disposition which I notice 
around me. I have nothing to do with it : it is spontaneous 
and sincere. 

" Yours truly, 

'< A. Granier de Cassagnac." 
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DESPATCHES OF THE LAST DAYS OP 
THE EMPIRE. 

The Empnu to the PrincM* MathiHe, St. Oratien— To H.M. 
th« Emperor, Cunp of Ctalons — Manhal UocMahnn to lite 
Mmister of War—Tho Minuter of 'Wai to Mamhal MncMahon 
— He Hinister of War to Horahal MacMabon, Cnnip of 
CMIoos — The UintsteT of War to the Emperor at the Camp o( 
Ch&loTiB — Tbe lotpcctora dolegsted by Uie Staff to Uanhal 
UacUahon — The Ooneral Cominaiiding at Verdon to th« 
Emperor, at tbe Camp of Chjloni ; and to th» Mbider of W«r, 
PbtU— Mareba] Bazaino to the Emperor, Camp of Ch£1ona— Tha 
HiniBter of War to the Emperor, at Rheims—The Emperor (a 
the Minuter of War — Manhol Bazoine to the Emperor — Manhtl 
Bazame to the Miniater of War — ^Manhal MacMahon to the 
Minister of War, Faris — Harabot MacUahon to the Genen) In 
canunand at Verdnn ; to the chief in conunan J at Hnnttntdj ; 
and to the Mayor of Loogvyon — MacMahon to Baiaino — llw 
Miniiler of War to Uanhol MacMahoo— The Miniater of War 
to the Emperor — Tbe Emperor to the Miniater of War, Pari* — 
Uanhal MacHahoo to the Miniator of War — Eitncta from d»< 
■patchM dated September 1th— Bepliea— The but deqwtuh MDt 
from tbe Tuilerioe on the 4 Ih of Seplembet— Tbe Campaign of 
1S7D— Tbe Empetor'i UouBehold— 6en-ice of the Grand Manhal. 

(12.) 
Desputchm of tkr iait ilai/i of the Empire. 
[Ttio (IcspaU^bcs of Mnrshnl Buznino prove that M tbe 
time M. do PuUkao mkilo rcMsuring commnnicntiouH to the 
LegislktiTO Body concemiug tbo progress of ihe war, k« wa« 
receiving the mcMt di«cou raging uewa. Thetw deaptcba* 
■bow, beudee, that, nutwitfaBtanding the atatcniaDta nf th* 
MiniMer of War to the contmy, tlie Emperor «oiitiau«d Ik 
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■ohief commaad. The^ reveal, in fact, a widely •dissammated 
^j^stem of barefaced lying.] 

TTie Emprest to the Princess Matliilde, St. Gratien. 

"Aoguat 7, 12.35. 
I have received bad news from ihe Emperor. The 
army is retreating. I go at ouca to Paris, where I have 
convoked a Council of Miuiaiers. 

" Eijg6nib." 

To H.M. the Emperor, Camp of Chdloni. 

" Camp of Fort-Plappeville, Aug. 18, 
" 8.20 evening, 

I not aware whether Verdun is amply provisioned. 
I Bhonld think it necessary only to leave what is required 
for the purposes of the town. I have returned from the 
plateau. The attack has been very severe. At this moment 
the fire has ceased. Our troops maintain their positions. 
One regiment, the 60th, suffered greatly whilst defending 
the farm of Saint-Hubert. 

k" Marshal Bazaise." 
Marshal MacMahoii to the Minister of War. 
" Camp of Chalons, Aug. 20, 8.45. 
" The information which has reached me appears to in- 
Icate that the three artniea of the enemy are placed in such 
a position as to bo able to prevent Bazaine from taking the 
roads to Briey, Verdun, and Saint-Mihiel. Not knowing 
the direction in which Bazaine is operating bis retreat, 
although I am ready to march to-morrow, I think it best to 
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remain in camp until I am informed of the exact road he bi 
taken — whether towards ihe oortb or the south. 

" Marehal ile MacMauok." 



The Minitler of War to Marshal MacMahon. 

a Paris 10 the Camp of Chalons, 
" Aug. 20, 3.40 p.m. 
"I have received your despatch dated 8.45 ; the only 
advice I can give you is the following : — On the 18th iost., 
in the evening, Bazaine's line of position was between 
Amanviliiers and Susaj." 

The MinUter of War to Marshal MacMahon, Camp nf 
Chdlona. 
" From Paris to the Imperial HeadquarUrg, 
"Aug. 21, 10.15 evening. 
" Moniienr de Bouville telegraphs, as follows, from 
Vienna, under date of the 20tb : — ' Information from a 
tore source received from the hcadqunrterB of the Prince 
Boy&l of Prussia, states that cholera and tjphus are carry- 
ing off numerous victims. It will be impossible to giva 
■nfllcient care to the eick and the wounded. It is impos 
sible to imagioe the serious results should the war be pro- 
longed.' " 

T/if Minister of War to the Emperor at thi Camp of 

Ch&lottt. 

[At the tims that M. de Palikao uinonneed from the 

tribune that the Emperor no longer held the commaDd^ii- 

chief, the Minister of War sent the following despatch] t^ 
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" Headquarters, Paris, Aug. 21, 
" 10 o'clock. 
" There are two courses to take ; either to march in all 
"haate on Montm&dy to relieve Bazaine, whose position is ex- 
tremely critical, or to march against tiie Friuce Boyal of 
Prussia, whose army is very numerous, and who intends to 
march on Paris, where he is to be proclaimed Emperor of 
Germany. In the latter case, I could send you the 13th 
corps d'arm^e, 27,000 strong, under the command of 
Greneral Vinoy, to occupy La Ferte-soua-Jooarre, where it 
would act as a turning pivot Co the army of MacMahon, nho 
would at once march vigorously on the iiaok of the Prussian 
array — either by taking the road to Vitry, Champaubert, 
and Montmirail, or by marching towards Wassy, Mon- 
tiSrender, and Brienne." 

TTie Inspectors delegated by the Staff to Marshal MacMahon. 
"Longwy, Aug. 22, 4.50. 
" The inspectors apprise you that Marshal Bazaine has 
addressed the following despatch to your Excellency -.~~ 
' I have been compelled to take up a position near Metz, in 
order to give my soldiers some rest, aud to receive provisions 
and ammunition. The numbers of the enemy are constantly 
increasing around me, and, in order to join you, I shall 
probably follow the line of the north, I will inform you if 
iia march can be effected without compromising the army.' " 

e General Commanding at Virdiin to the Emperor, at tJie 
Camp at Ch&lons ; and to the Minister of War, Paris. 
" Ac length we have news of Marshal Bazaine, by wood' 
I, who bring the following despatch : — 
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" ' Ban SaiDt-Marlio, Aug. 19- 

" * Mankal Bazaint to the Emperor, Camp of CMlotts. 

" ' The ftrrajr was engiifc«d during the whole of Tueaday 
n tbe positions of Saint-Frival and Rozcreuillers, which it 
siill occupies. Tho 4th and 6lh Corps only towards nine 
'clock in the evening eiTccted a change of from — in order 
to parry a turning movement by tho right, whicti the masses 
of the enemy atlempleJ to effect by the aid of ihe reigning 
obscurity. This morning I recalled from their poatlioDS ihe 
2ud and 3rd Corps, and the army is again placed on the left 
bank of the Moselle — from Longueville to Sansonnet — 
formiDg a curved line, passing by the heights of Ban SainI* 
Martin, behind the forts of Sain t-(juen tin and Plappevills. 
Tlic troops arc fatigued with these incessant combats, and 
two or throe days' rc]>ose are in dispensable to them. The 
King of Prussia, with M. de Moltke, was this muming at 
Ki;zonville, and everything appears to indicate that the 
Prussian army is about to attack Metz. I intend, as bcfnre, 
to lake the direction of tlie north, and to fight in retreat by 
Montmfnly, on tho road Iq Sainte-Mi^n^houM aud ChAloiu, 
if th* huior place is not too strongly occupied, la the 
latter case, I shall continue my march on Sedan and even 
H^i^rea, in order to reach Chftlons. There are 700 
priaoocn in Hets, which will bc<:oiue an cmbarnusinent if 
tho pleeo it besiegod. I atn about to prupoM an excbanfe 
to Goneral de Moliko for a similar number of French 
offioen and soldien.' 

(" To l>e given to MacMahon.") 
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The Minister of War to the Emperor, at Hheima. 

" Paris, Aug, 22, 1.5 p.m. 

" The unanimous sentiment of the Council, after tbe 

latest news from Marshal Bazainc, ia more Gaergetically 

I pronouaced than ever. Tbe reeolaiiona atlopted last night 

' will be ahandoaed. Neither a decree, nor a letter, nor a 

proclamation will he published.(l) An aide-de-camp of the 

Minister of War is about to leave for Rbeims, with all the 

necessary iDStructions. Should Bozaiae not be relieved, 

the most deplorable consequences would result for Paris. 

lu presence of such a disaster it might be feared that the 

capital would cot be able to defend itself. Your despatch 

to the Empress convinces us that this opinion ia shared by 

All. Paris will be, however, in a. condition to defend itself 

against the array of the Prince Hoyal of Prussia. The 

• works of defence are being pushed Ibrward rapidly ; a new 

I army is in course of formation at Paris. We await a reply 

Y by telegraph." 

Tlie Emperor to the Miniater of War. 

" Courcelles, Aug. 22, 4 o'clock. 
" Received your despatch. We leave to-morrow for 
KWontm&ly. In order to deceive the enemy, order to be 
f toserted in the joumali that we are leaving with 150,000 

(1.) What decreo ia spokon off What would the proclamation 

klludod to announce to Uie Fieach people '/ It will be seen further 

on that Moiuiidui llouher went to the head-quurten at Ithetms fbr 

these deCTeea, which were never pahliahed. 

These decrees, together with the proclamation alluded to above, 

^were found to-day, tbe 22nd of September, in the cabinet of Monsiour 

ahvr, st the Luxembaorg. 
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men for Saint Dizier. I accept Wiaipffen in the plac« of 
DeFaillj. Maissiut cannot continue in cummaml. Appoint 
Lacretello in bis place. Suppress the decrees nliich Rouber 
has brought you, but lielen tg the conclusions concerning 
I he old soldiers." 

Marshal Btuaine to the Emperor, 

"Ban Sflint-Manin, Aug. 20. 
" My troops continue to occupy the same positions. The 
enemy wo ulil appear to be eetabliehiug batteries intended 
to ud in the iuveetment of the place, and is constaatl; 
receiving reinforcements. General Marguerite was killed 
on the 16th. It was thought that he had disappeared. 
We have upwards of IC.OOO wounded iu the town of 
MetE. 

"TitE C01tUANt>Al>T OF THtONVnj.S." 

Marthal Datahie to the Minitter of IVar. 

[This despatch does not bear the date of its tniumisaion 
from M^ litres.] 

" We are under Mets, taking in supplies of provision! 
and ammunition. 1 am al>out to write to the Emperor, 
who will comuiuuicnie my despatch to you. I have 
received the despatch from MacAIahou, to whom 1 have 
iuiiinated what I think 1 shall be able to do in a few 
da^" 

Marthal MacMtJton to (A* Miniiter of War, Parit. 

"Courcelles, Aug. 22, tl.SO. 
" Marshal Bazaine writas, under dale of the 19tb, lo Um 
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I effect that be still expected to be able to operate his retreat 
1 hy Montm^dy. Id consequence, I am about to take the 
I necessary measares. 

"Marshal MacMahon," 

Marshal MacMahon to Ote General in command at Verdun; to 
the ctaef in command at Montmedy; and to tJie Mayor of 
Longuiyon. 
"Forward the following despatch to Marshal Bazaice ; 

TBry importaat ; send it by five or six couriers, to whom 

yDu will pay no mutter what sum they may consider 

necessary to accomplish their mission. 
L "Marshal MaoSLihon." 



\ MacMahon to Bazaint. 

" Received your despatch of the 19lh. Am at Rheims, 
going in the directiou of Moatm^Jy. Will be, the day 
after to-morrow, on the Aiaue, where I shall act according 

[' to circumstances, in order to come to your assistance. 

I Send couriers, at any price, with news." 

'Hie Minister of War to Marshal MacMahon. 

" Betbenville, near Rheimi. 
" The two batteries furnished by the Marine Artillery 
I belong to the lat Division of the 13th Corps." 

The Minister of War to the Emperor. 

" From Paris to Couicelles, Aug. 23, 



"Wimpffen is apprised. Lacretelle is appointed. The 
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decrees givan lo Rouber are suppressed. I bare renewed 
017 applic&Uon§ for iLe eoinptelion of the regiments of 
infantry nnd cavalry — four regiments wilh aix companies 
each. We have already twenty-six regimonts ready to 
march." 



TTu Emperor to llie Minuter of War, Paris. 

"Courcellos, Aug. 23. 8.15. 
"It is really eBsentiat to aenJ towards Rheims as a 
divenion — the priocipd point on the line — a suStciently 
numerous force to prevent the advanced guard oftheeueniy 
rrom interrupting our communications. 

" Naiv)leos." 



Mare/ial MacAfalum to i/ie Minitter of War. 
t *' Hendqoarters, Bethel, Aug. SI, 9.46 p.tn. 

** 1 fear I shall sgnin have to encounter in the department 
of the Ardennes great dillicultieB in feeding my army (torn 
the produce of the counrry— Klifficultics which would become 
insurmouotuble if we should succeed in joining Bszainr. 
I therefore rc<|uire that considerable supplies of htiicoits 
should bo forwarded to MiUi^res — say two million rations. 
"Harsbal UacUahok." 



Kxtmcti from Jetpatclttt dattd S^tember 4lh. 

(iNACaDBATIOK OF THB RaPCBUC.) 

" LibramoBi. Sept. 4, 1.4A. 
•■ Is the Prefsct of I'olico at tbe Tuilerios ? " 
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Reply. 
'' He is not at the Tuileries. Do not send this despatch. 
There is a gentleman in the adjoining cabinet." 



*^Then don't give anything to send. The new Director * 

General will send some one in half an hour." ^ 

2.30. 

** Do you receive despatches for the Empress?" 

Reply, 
'" No." 



'' Is the Palace invaded, then ?" 

Reply, 
'* No." 



*' If that is the case, I send you the following despatch 
from Madrid." 

■ 

(Here follows a despatch frojm the Countess de Montijo 
to her daughter, the Empress.) 



thi last despatch sent from the Tuileries on the Ath of September, 

" Paris, 2.50. 
^ *' Duperre 

" At Mauberge. 
" We hasten to Belgium. 

« FiLON." 

(M. Filon^ the Prince Imperial's tutor, sent the greater 
part of the despatches for the Empress.) 



IDE SECRET DOCtTMENTS ( 
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(15.) 
The Campaiifn of 18"! 0. 

[Napoleon woa, above all, anxious, on enlering on the 
campaign, about the care to be devoied to his hou^eholi] and 
hu table. The following infltruclious belong to history.} 
Ten Emfekor's Hocsehold. 
Service of the Grand Mare/ial, 

[Note concerning the service of the aides-de-camp, and of 
ordinance officers attached to the Emperor during the 
campaign.] 

" The aiiles-de>camp and officers of ordinance will perform 
the service in rotation by seniority. There will he on aide- 
de-camp and an ordinance officer on duty every day. There 
will be two tables every day, whether in the fields or in the 
towns in which we Bojourn, in order to afford the Emperor 
the opporiuniiy of giving invitations to a more or less COD- 
dderable number. 

"At the Emperor's table ibo Emperor's aide-de-camp on 
service and the first equerry will eat (if the Emperor m 
orders). The second table will be presided over by the 
Adjutant- General, and will be composed of the aides-de- 
camp, officers of ordinance, equerries, officers aitochvd to 
the Emperoi-'s aides-de-camp, and, if necessary, the cabioct 
secretaries, 

" To simplify this machineiy, which, at Bret sigh^ appMn 
very complicated, all the Imperial caoilnm— which will Ibnn 
a total of from twenty to twenty-fout^-ought to l>e divided 
into two eqnol parts, each represeutJog a particular tcrvios 
—thai of ihi! Bmpcror and that of the Ai^jutant- General- 
each having a ho use- steward, cooks, and brigaded OMigunta. 
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" The Horvants attached to the valets of the Eraperor will 
bivouac or camp under tents carried by the fourgona of his 
MBJesly. The valets of the Emperor, houae-stewarilB, and 
the head groom will alone be buarded from hia Majesty's 
(able. The valets of the aides-de-camp and of ordinance 
officers will receive campaign allotvances, and will arrange 
amougst themselves for the installation of a special kitchen. 
They will perform in turn the service of their niaatera. To 
this effect the quartermaster will keep a surveillance over 
the service. 

" The grooms will group tbemeclves, and line aa soldiers 
in campaign. One mule will be allowed them to carry their 
kitchen utensils. They will be under the command of a 
quarlermaster-geueral and a brigadier, who will be obliged 
to hold themselves responsiljle for their discipline. 

" The Emperor's baggage will be escoited by a brigadier 
and six gendarmes of the squadron of the Guard. This 
baggage and the fourgons will always bo under the command 

IMf one of the Emperor's couriers. 
I "Palace of St. Cloud, July 18. 
K "The Adjdt4st-Gener*l of the Palace." 



77ie Emperor's UimsiJiold. 
Service of thk Grand MABsnAj,. 



b [Note on the organisation of the equipages of (he aidea- 
■fle-camp, and on their campaign outfits.] 

" There will be allowed, as an indemnity, on entering on 
the campaign, to tlie aidea- de-camp designated to accompany 
the Emperor, 20,000 francs ; and to the ordinance officers, 
15,000 finance. The former must have four t addle -horses, 
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and the Ifttcer three. TbesQ gentlemen ought to procure 
tlie horses with the least possible delay. The descriptio 
these animals must be aeot, by the Emperor's orders, to 
Adjutant- General of the Palace, who will have th«ni 
inscribed in a book set apart for the purpose in his office. 
There witt be allowed, if demanded, lo the aides-de-camp, 
two foot-grooms to couduct and groom their horses, and unc 
groom lo each ordinance officer. These genilemen maj 
each take with them a valet. 

" Each aide-de-camp or ordinance officer must have two 
complete sets of harness, in order to facilitate the chan 
of liorsee. The aides-de-camp and ordinance officers, during 
the campaign, will wear the tunic without trimmings, tha 
hat and trousers scarlet, with spatterdashes; or trousers,, 
with leather leggings, at discretion. There will be supplied, 
to each of these gentlemen, by order of the Adjutani- 
Gencral, a pair of bottle cases, with iron buops, in order 
that they may be carried either in iho baggage waggons or, 
on mules. A certain number of baggage waggons Mid, 
mules will be appropriated lor this service by the flfrt 
I'liuoiry. Tenia— one lor every two aidee-de-catnp, aodoi 
fur every four ordinance officers— will be carried by tbs 
'"■SE'>8<^ waggons for service in case ot necessity. Tha 
grooms and valets must provide themselves with tenlx 
similar to those used by the troops. Olhor than the regular 
baggage contained in the cantines, tlie fourguns uf the beary 
baggage of the Imiwrial headquarters will carry an extrk* 
cantinp, bcsittea tlie two spolceu of, for each of these genUe- 
men, containing changes of dress, &c. : these cantinee wiUi 
only rejoin them during protracted dohiyt in lowna or* 
CMilOumeoie — the heavy luggage waggons remaining wiilu 
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Kwe re«r-gaard. The aides-de-canip and ofG.CQr9 of orJisaiice 
must provide themselves with the meana of aiiachiiig their 
horses, either by corda or horse locica, as ihej maj find it 
most coavenient. These objects must naturally be carried 
by their own horses, as well as their stable utensils and 
saddler's tools. 

I" Palace of St. Cloud, 18th July, 1870. 
"The Adjctakt-Gekkhal of the Palace." 



(16.) 
Projectt of Proclamations and i 



I 



[The subjoined docnmenta were found among M. 
Souher'e papers. It is known that the ex-President of the 
went to see ihe Emperor at Rheims. There it was 
diat these documents were drawn up. At the last moment 
the plan was abandoned, in order to march upon the 
Ardennes, and to finish — whilst leaving the capital without 
an army of reserve — by the disaster of Sedan.] 

[Decree appoiuiing Marshal MacMahon General-in-Cliiel' 
of the Army of Chalons. The original is in the hand- 
writing of M. Bouher ; the signature is that of the Em- 
p«ior.] 

Napoleon, by the grace of God and the nalional will. 
rKmperor of the French, 

To all present and to come, greeling ; 
Have decreed and decree as follows : — 
Artiole 1.— Marshal MucMahon, Duke of Magenta, 
is appointed General-in-Chief of all the military forces com- 
prising the army of Chalons, and of all those which are or 
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iDRj be ssaembled under tbe walls of FiiriB or in the 
capital. 

"Article 2.— Out Minister of Wiir is charged wilb the 
execution of ihe preBent decree, 

"Done at Rheime, the2lBt Aug.. 1870. 

" N Arc LEON. 
" For the Emperor ; 

" The Minister of War." 

Drajt of a Letter from Napoleon to Marshal MaeMaAon. 
(Id Monsieur Rouher's bandwriting.) 
■' Marshal, — Our communications with Bazainc arc in- 
terrupted. Circumstances are becoming clillicult and giii<re. 
I appeal to jour pBtrioti^m and devotion ; and confer upon 
jou the command- in -chief of the army of Cliiilons and tha 
troops (vhich will be assembled round the walls of l^ris 
and in the capital, You wilt have, Marshal, the greUwi 
glor;— that of combatting and n-pulsing a foreign invaaion. 
Af for me, inspired by no other political preoccDpaiion thKii 
the welfare of Iho country, / am drtrrmined [o lie the JtrU 
tolitier (I) to fight and conquer, or die at ifow tide (2) id the 
midst of my soldiers. 

The Empcroi^t Cabinet; Ihe frivale SecrtUay. 
[First draft of a proclamation from Miu-shal MocMahon.^ 

" Imperial Ileadquariers, — , IS — . 

" Soldicm,— Tlie Emperor has confided to me the c 

nan d-in -chief of all Ui<^ military fotwt which, with ' 
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p. army of Chfttona, are aljout to aasemble round the capital, 
Mj most ardent desire would hnve been to have gone to the 
rescue of Marshal Bazaine ; but, after mature consideration, 
I consider such an enterprise impoasible under existing cii- 
Gumstancea. IVk could not approach Metz for several dat/s ; 
and ere then the Mar»hal will have broken Oirough the obstacles 
lieh keq> him there. Our march direct on Mete could 

... (1) 

" During our march towards the east Paris would be 
~ unprotected, and a formidable Prussian army miy;ht arrive 
under its walls. After tlie reverses which it suffered under 
the Urst Empire, Prussia has created a military organisation 
^iihicb permits it to arm rapidly its people, and to place under 
a few days, its entire population. It /kw thua con- 
querable forces al iU disposition. The fortifications of Paris 
Ml arrest the advancing flood of the enemy ; ihey will afford 

us time and means (2) permitted the enemy to set 

_, considerable armies in movement. The fortificaliooa of 

:st the Hood (2) the enemy, and afford us 

) to organise (2), to utilise in our turn all the military 
nrces of the cauutry. The national ardour is immense ; 
country is upstanding; I accept with confidence tbe 
mmand whicb the Emperor has conferred on me, 
Soldiers, I count upon your patriotism, upon your valour, 
and I have the conviction that, with perseverance (l), wa 
shall vanquiah the enemy, and drive him from our 
rwrritory. 

9 Second draft of a Proclamation from Marshal MacMahon, 
[This draft is written in M. Rouher's hand.] 
[Napoleon proposed to send to tbe Marshal, at one and the 



I 
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same time, both the letter ami the proclBmatioD vrbich the 
Marslml was to address to the soldiers.] 

" Soldiers ! Tlic Emperor has confided to me tbe 
t'unclioui^ of GeDeral-in-Cbief of all the rniliur; forces 
which, with the Arm; of Chalons, will assemble round 
Paris and iD the ca[iiUtl. J/i/ slrongett desire and mi/ firtt 

thought (1) my most ardent desire was to march to the 

rescue of Marshal liazaine ; but such an enterprise is 
iiDpDBsible. We could not arrive near Mctz for ieveni 
days, and ere then Marshal Bazaine will have broken 
through the obstacles which hem him in. Besides, whilsi 
wo shouli] be marching direct on Metz, Paris would reouun 
o|i«n, aud a numerous Prussian army would arrive under its 
walls. 

"The system of the FrussinnB consists in the concentra- 
tion of their forces, and in 0{«ruting in great masses. We 
ought to imitate their tactics. I urn al>out to conduct yoa 
under the walls of Paris, which forms the boulevard of 
France against tbe enemy. 

>' In a few days the Army of Chilons will be doubled in 
numbers. The old soldiers of from twenty-five lo thirty 
yevs of age are rejoining everywhere. The nstioitnl ardoar 
is immense. All the forces of the country are ready. I 
acoapt with confidence the commaud which ihe Emperor bu 
conferred upon me. 

"Soldiers! I count upon your patriotism — on your 
valour. / hojie to vmupiuh (1), and I have tliu convicilon 
tliai, with perseverance and time, we shall conquer the 
enemy ud drive him fVom our territory." 



I 
I 
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(17.) 

[Napoleon, arter his first two defoata, had entertained the 
idea of returning to Paris. The fact is proved by the 
following despatch from the Enipress^ — ^a despatch which 
liad been torn up, and was found by the Commisaion in 
fragments,] 

77(6 Empress to the Emperor. 

" 1 receive a despatch from Pietri. Have you reflected 
on all the consequences which would result from your 
entrance into Paris under the stigma of two reverses f As 
for me, I dare not untlertake the responsibility of being 
counselled. If you decide to return, it would at least be 
necessary to present such a measure to the country as only 
provisional : the Emperor relurniag to Paris to reorfjanise 
the second array, and temporarily confiding the command- 
in-ohief of the Army of the Rhine to Bazaine." 

Despatch to Napoleon. 

[The following despatch shows that the Emperor was 
ilill in command, not withstanding his successive defeats and 
hb military ignorance — notwithstanding, too, that General 
Palikao had announced to the Chamber that the Emperor 
had been superseded in the chief command by Marshal 
Bazfune — and notwithstanding the pressure of public opinion 
and repeat«d counsels. General de Failly is maintained at 
the head of his corps. The document is not dated, but is 
signed by the Empress.] 

At Paris, ns at Chalons, the absolute conviction is that 

inersl Failly has not been equal to the command confided 
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to faim. The Council 8a[>plieates the £mperor to take a 
necessary, although painful, resolution. I have to inform 
you that General Wimpffen has been appointed to the com* 
mand of a carps tTarmSe at Paris. You might, if you require 
him, call him near you. 

*« £ug£nis.*' 



OEWERAI, FLECfiT AKD THE EMPEROR OF RIJSSTA. *1 



VIII. 

THE FRENCH EMBASSY AT ST. , 
PETERSBURG— 1870. 

(36.), 

PRIVATE LETTERS PROM V. DB TERDlkRE, ATTACH^ TO 



The courier leaves 

presses ! Notliing 



s profoundly diss 



[Details coucerniag the ever-increasing favoura wilh 
^bicli General Fleury ie received at the Court of the 
^mperor Alexander, M. Je VerJifeie gives in the following 
letter a singular proof.] 

" January 25, 1870. 

" To-day, my dear friend, I only send you a few lines 

irith our affect ion ate remembrances. 

^wo duys earlier than usual, and the tti 

could be more mouotonoua than our 

as I have alrtaJy told you that I was 

tied wilh this place, it is not necessary that 1 should insist 

on tbe Buhjecl. One thing only is making progress here— 

and that is the principal— i.t'., the daily-increasing favour 

of General Fleury with the Emperor of Kussia. He has 

taken quite a fancy to him ; he always takes bim to his 

bear-hunting parties, and allows the General to travel with 

. him on a sledge for one person. This is the greatest o( all 

■AtTOurs, and I think that our pohtics will be highly favoured 

QO impediment fruin Paris be placed in their way. 

Ireody important I'esults Lave been obtained — I mean the 

mviag closer of the bonJs of friendship exuiiog between 
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llie Czar and France, and the assurance tliat Ruasia will 
eserciee it8 great influence on Prusaia to prevent the latter 
Pover frum creating pretexts for now dilTicuUies. I am 
persuaded that in a very ehort time the elfects on the King 
of PruMia of these continual personal intcrviewa with lh« 
Emperor will be felt. I know you to be so discreet that I 
go BO far as to lift a corner of the diplomatic curtain ; but 
our action in this busiuess must be kept secret, for we 
should only benefit the shrewd and clear-siRhted, who 
appear to be very rure, to judge from the simplicity of the 
Joumnls. I do not speak of Paris, always in a etata of 
ferineiii, and the occupation which these perpetual dtsturb- 
ance« must cause you. Vuu know all that I could tell yon 
on this subject. I hope that this crisis will only be tara- 
porery, and that the same France which has uverlumed 
two Govemroents capable of having reuHieJ will not 
MrioDsIy attack the Government which has just ceded to 
public opinion. 

" Our poor Emperor gives ns no sign of life. He feara, 
perhaps, to displease his new Ministora, or else he is the 
frigid man we know so well. Kind remembrances from all 
my family to your wife and yourself. What conversation 
we abnll have (his summer ! 

" Youra truly, 

"K DE TEROltsB.'* 



(37.) 
[Another conHdenlial letter from M. do Verdiirei i 
lo General Floury, to M. Amiot, on home mid (oniga 
affairs.] 
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"February 9, 1870. 

"Dear Friend,— It is reireahing to tliink that neither 

lllbsence nor estrangement operates (si'c) on the affectioa of 

fiienda such as you. We are grateful to you for the fidelity 

with which you keep ub om courant to what is taking place. 

BWe have just received your dispatch announcing the arrest 

Rocbefort. It crossed the despatch conveying my 

question ; and, when I sent it, I was convinced Ihat it was 

quite useless. Our figure is very convenient, aud ia case of 

t necessity might be extremely useful. Wa very rarely make 
faa of our allowance from the Emperor ; and, between our 
lelves, I may tell you that we are somewhat afllicted at 
leeing the Emperor give such few signs of life. You even 
fDnfesB yourself that you are astonished at this aiinihilation 
[pardon the expression) of the personage who has conducted 
our destinies for the past twenty years, Is he becoming 
old T or weak ? or is he simply indifferent and cold towards 
his old friends ? I can understand that he should notwish 
to wound the susceptibilities of his new Ministers, by corres- 
ponding personnlly with an Ambassador who is one of his 
oldest servants. But if he does not wish to write about 
foreij;o politics, might he not, sometimes, give us some 
simple souvenir of his friendship ? Ia fact, if he were 
. Afraid of offending the Minister, might he not forward his 
be Louvre — lo bo sent in the packet of M. Eeis ? 
f course this idea could not originate with himself. But 
i, instead of fulfilling bis mission heartily, is too 
aal to care about obliging those ol whom he fancies he 
10 further need. Conli. too, is jealous, and would 
: to facilitating any amiable means on the part of the 
npeior. If you see Fi^tvi, you may tell him that you 
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have received newB from me ; and don't hide from liim the 
sad impression produced upon ua both. 

" What ahati I Bay of politics T Those concerning Paris 
I am convinced joa judge with the same feelings as mvMlft 
and oflen partake of mj sadaesa. I shall, however, conlinns 
lo have conHJence in the nevvly-inauguraied »ptein. We 
have ofleu said so— we were, indeed, tired and sick of it. 
Having bpfore us iha demagogues, we had not at the muds 
lime the support of the middle classes. A MJuisliy com- 
posed of men considered to appertain to what is It-rued tb* 
anciena partis has revived our hopes. We ought to tw 
thankful to them, and lo be prepared lo pay them dearlj for 
the support which they give us. 

" I am lets satisliud with the conduct of our foreigo 
politics. The old tactics of Louis Philippe are beconing 
more pronounced every day. We experience iu effcoia 
ouraelvcB. Every despatch Irom Count Daru [Miniiiter of 
Foreign Affairs] binds us hand and foot, thus rendering it 
impowible lo derive any benelit from the excellent relations 
existing between the Russian Government and General 
Fleury. The foreign policy may be resumed in a geuorEUjr 
expi'owed desire to obviate all dJIIicullies — very pniM* 
worthy, no doubt ; but it fn-quently occurs that, in tnain- 
ti^ning too great a reserve, an occasion is aflorded for tba 
creation of dilKcullieH which might otherwise have bnin 
obviated. If Ulsmarlc know (and lie will know) that wear« 
delermined to say nothing nor to do anything, what would 
b« tlu) result ? When wu were sent here, it was, tu you 
know, with the object of re-establishing ihe relations oov 
promised since the afiain of Poland. Thia has been done. 
It was also intended lo produce a result of a uaturt to 
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tkiieSy public opinion and the national amour propre. Our 
mission commenced under favourable auspices, and was 
being well conducted, when the new Mlniatry came into 
power ; a Ministry whose motto waa, ' Do nothing, and 
Bay notliiug 1 ' Naturally enough, these orders were obeyed; 
but our business began to make progiess all aloiie. The 
results pro'luced were manifest, and they are attributed to 
us. We communicate them to Paris, taking care to insinuate 
that we have not been able to do anything in the matter, 
according to our instructions. What is the reply ? Always 
the same : — ' Do nothing.' . . This is, of course, to 

be Icept a perfect secret. 

" It is becoming disagreeably cold here ; the winter is 
advancing rapidly , and, if I do not wish to return at once 
—and my return would be more disastrous for France than 
for ourselves^ — -I sincerely hope that I shall not be obliged 
to pass a Becond winter here. Morally speaking, my wife is 
a little better. Mary is very well. Both send their 
affectionate remembraBces to Madame Amiot and your 
children, I hope you keep an exact account of our 
telegraphic despatches. I shall have a tolerably large sum 
to reimburse you ; but we will not ruin you. We shall 
always be your debtors in gratitude, and, with a brave heart 
iike yours, such a weight is not difficult to support. 
A thousand reminiscences, 

" E. DE Verdiere." 
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IX. 

TODTLEBEN ON THE FORTIFICATIONS OP 
PARIS ; AND RUSSIAN OFFICERS IN 
FRANCE. 

THE FORTlCICATIOSa OF I'ABIS JUDOED BV GULSEItXI. 
TOIXTLEBCN. 

" Sir. — Ii would be auperfluous, in my opinion, lo repent 
what I Imve already liad the honour of communiuating I 
foa concerning tite circumstances which have placod mi! i 
relation with the agents of Russia. Marshal Vaillnnt Mid 
Coant Walewski, whose instruclions 1 have fotloweil, ar« 
perfectly Bctiuaijilod with my motives. It only remuiaii 
me, Uierelbre, to suliinit to yon ibo dutuil^ of tlie fncU to 
which your attention has beeu already called. Towards lh« 
end of December, 1856, Monsii-ur Grothe, Altaclid of lh«' 
Ruflsiui EmboHsy at Paris, wbotn I liad tiie honour of 
knowing at Brussels during the wur in the tiaii, came t 
•ee me under a false pretext, and conducted me to the iJoUl 
Sinei, iu tlie faubourg St. Honors. There he intniducad 
ma to Colonel AlbedensU, aide-de-camp of iho Cxar, and hia 
military agent in France. Thin gentleman, ofior having 
Bpoken to me concemiag his miwion, eiplained tlta 
difBcuUie* of hU piwiiiun, and cmled by sugtiesting tliat I 
migbl render him sonic service — by simply procuring him 
tha books and maj)B necessary for his instruction, togatlwr 
with the new works as tliey appeared !a the miliiarj libcmry. 
To these acquisitiona to his library were added others br 
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irnishing. Seeing nothinR unlawful in this, I conformed 
to liis wlalies. It was then that he went to reside at the 
SaKon Embassy. Shortly my com muni cations with him 
became almost daily — a circumstance which allowed me to 
take cogniBance of the various sources from which he 
gaihereJ his reports to the Czar. He began hj borrowing 
largely troio the Annuaire Militaire, the Almanack Napoleon , 
Iha Monitmr de lArmee, xhe Journal des Fails, the Journal 
de VArmie, aad the Spectateur. There it was, he 
•aid, that he obtained positive information concerning the 
,novemcots of troops; and, in fact, one of the principal 
Abjecis of his mission was lo keep himself a,u courant to the 
ntuation of the different corps, of their movementa, and 
their residences. 

" Soon his relations with the world placed him in coiamuni 
cation with superior officers, whom he knew how to question 
ably OD the organisation of the army, and ou the modifications 
introduced in fire-arms. But thisinformalion was far from 
satisfying the object which Colocel Albedenski had in view. 
About the month of March, 1857. he formed a friendship— 
know not how— with one of the Emperor's ordinance 
officers; and from this moment he came into possession 
of precious documents. The olftcer in question gave him 
Ihe design and the description of the rifled 12-pouQder 
mountain piece, tried at La Fure the preceding year ; he 
explained to him the fusees manufactured at Mctz at this 
period, and intended, as well as the moi'iar, for the campaign 
in Kabylie ; he gave him a book, with plates esplaining the 
manner of embarking and disembarking corps of iulantry, 
cavalry, and 'artillery transported by railway ; besides a 
complete accouut of the materiel of the different lines, indi- 
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catmg the number o( ptateaux, nraggona, and locanaotiva 
the service of the Minister; as wdl as the time necei- 
sary to traoiport to Marseilles from the extreme points of ] 
Frauce, an army of 35,000 men, and the time occupied t 
tran.iports and ships, for mukiug the voyage fi'O 
to Coastantinople. M. Albedeoaki bad instruetll 
inform himself a3 miuutely as tlioitgli anatber expedltll 
tbe East were imminent. Ji woa ihus tbat he came to 
know, in precise figures, wliut classes were under the Aag, 
the number of liberated soldiers, the real eflfeclJve of tha 
battalions, aqundroos, and batteries of the Guard as well u 
of the Line— documeuts which he verified liimself, at tha 
reviews of troops by the Emperor, by puasing in front oftb* 
lines. He also drew up arepori concerning the breeding of 
liorws in France, comprising the extent of production, tha 
distinction of the races suitable for cavulrj, the line, tba 
artillery, and military triiin. A viitit to Saumur furnished 
him with all the information be required respecting tho 
Irainiug of horses. Such was tbe authenticity ol his infor- 
maliOD tbat, even before the commencemeut of tha campaigii, 
in Kabylic, Colonel Albedenski addressed to the Czar a 
ri' port con raining the plans of operation of Marshal Kandon ; 
and, later, he gave the precise number of our losses. On llw 
arrival of the Grand Duke, whom he preceded to Piedmoat, 
Colonel Albedeuaki was obliged momentarily to suspend hla 
Wiquiries. A diiiease occaaioned by every description aT 
excess nearly coat him his life ; but, as a really good conr- 
tiaan, he followed the brother of his M>Toreign everywhere 

" Scarcely recovered, be received instructions to visit, in 
company with General TodtWhcn, the fortifications afPkria 
uid the detached forU, in order (o take cognisancr of tbe 
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fweakeat points, and to verify the exactitude of the plan 
drawn up by the War Department. Tlie emaU entrench- 
meiiia run up in 1831, at Pantin, on the banks of the canals 
of Si. Denis and I'Ourq, were the subject of much criticism. 
Guneral Todtlehen, however, approved of the coiistructioD 
of the Fort of Auberviiliers, considered the Fort of Eomain- 

I TiUe unassailable, and the position of the Fort de i'Est as 

mirabij chosen. These works, commanding as they do 

It plain and two highways, according to him, render 

' Paris invulnerable on this side. The conclusion arrived ai, 
after oiiiture esamiiiatioD, was, that the work accomplished 
by the engineers left nothing to be desired, unless it were 
that there exists a vast space between the Forts of La 
Brluhe and Mont Valerien, which, by a false attack on St. 
Denis, would permit the enemy to cross the Seine and lo 
eslablieb parallels witliin range of several bastions on the 
fortifications between the Northern Eailwoy and Si. Ouen ; 
that, once an opening made, Montmarire might be easily 
paieed, the faubourgs avoided. And once established on 
the heights of the city — i.e., the richest quarters of Paris — 

Ian invading army might with but little trouble beeome 
incceesively masters of alt the other points. To this report 
|o the Czar, seriously and minutely discussed by these 
jpntlemen, are added observations on the feeliugs of each 
■uarter of Paris, as well as on the situation of the different 
nrracks, and the stiategical plans adopted by the War 
Department for the auppres: 

" Later, the same ordinance otfi 
Albedeuski to procure official dotuih 
KChfilons, of which he gave him a ph 
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nikDCBUvres, the strecgib of the Imperial Gaaril — in Esd* 
concerning ever3'tbing having retorence to the war adminia- 
tration and the different branches a( service ; the price of 
provisions, pro[>ertj expropriated, etc. — everything per- 
fectly exact ; and that fideen days before the opening of the 
oiimp. 

" Oa the arrival of the Emperor at Chnlons, the colonel 
expressed his BBtonishment at not having been invited to 
attend the manieuvres ; to which the officer in qoestion 
made the following characteristic reply : — ' It is becxose, 
previously to causing to be executed his famous indirect 
(obli(iue) marches before competent judgeii, his Majesty 
wishes to study them, and habituate his sword to the am«U 
of powder.' 

" A few days after, in fact, the colonel, with Hvend 
ether foreign officers, was invited to visit the grand 
manceuvres. This visit, he says himself, permitted him to 
verily the reports of the general discontent of the 
provoked by severe punishments, genuflexions at 
table, disciplinary confinement in tlie ojten air ai 
the slightest cover, the humidity consequent on sc 
of raio, etc. According to him, it was iucoDCeitable ttel a- 
camp should have been established on such ground, and bt 
such an udvanced season. These critics went so Gu- h to 
nMort that the Arab horses of tbe Guard suflVred, tbu 
nothing was to be obtained in a rainy autumn, and ihu 
encampment during the winter season would kill tbem. 
These are tbe expressions be made oae of in his raport, ! 
wbich I read whilst it was being written. 

" Once relnmed to Paris, the colonel and the offleara I 
nevar left each other. It was a series of dinners, viiila to 1 
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Ksbille, the Circus, the Opera, where they went arm-in-arm. 
I hare never been able to leara the name of tbe officer ; but 
the following is an exact description of his person ; — About 
five feet four inches in height, hght hair, light moustache 
•nd imperial, complexion pale, somen'hat bilious ; often 
dressed in a blue coat, and decorated. His handwriting, 
which he does not attempt to dissimulate, is a round 
English hand; his atjle is clear and precise. Every time 
he suggests an order or a modification, be cites a role rela- 
tive thereto and its date. The last documents he furnished, 
were very detailed ; they treated of the new mode of recruit- 
ment i of the regulation ball proposed for all the corps 
of tbe number of rifles, afier the model of 18-i&, 
'tjfled in the arsenals ; of the materiel of the engineers and 
artillery ; the number of horses, according to the reports rif 
the inspectors-general ; of the arras, provisions, clothing, 
and camping materials in store or in the arsenals ; in 
fact, in the month of September, he seat to the colonel a 
^ery interesting report on tbe moral situation of the army. 

"If my memory does not deceive me, the subjoined 
is a resume of this report :^' Some of the marshals are 
abhorred by the soldiers — Castellan, Pelissier, Magnan. 
According to the tone of the conversation of the generals, it 
ia easily observed that there are rivalries between them, in 
consequence of favours accorded to the former ; the com- 
mandants are generally devoted, but the simple officers, 
affecting disregard, spend their time at the cafes. With ihe 
sub-oScers there exists a tendency to criticism and oppo.-i 
tioD ; they are jealous of the Guard, and communicate their 

iDliments to the soldiers. This jealousy is stiil more pro- 
ceed amongst the engineers and the artillery, who are 
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Accreilj hostile to the Emperor. If it ib sought (o give u 
reason for the mobiliif vrKieh imparts to (lie French 
iufantry such bd irre^^i^tible itan, it mtist not he forgotten 
that (his ia due to the esprit de corps, to the character of 
the Boldiore fruiu the south of France, anil lo the desire to 
gain promotiou and advancement. TliU 'n only the qwm 
with the infantry — the cavalry and artillery being in all 
rouDirieB organieed pretty nearly on the same basis, and 
('om|xiaed of the same elements.' 

" 77ie colontl appeared to attach congidernhk impotUatee t9 
this tliort docianenl ; Imt it wat abttracted, tmd he affirmed 
lli'il the Prtitiian military agent, whom lit uat in the habit of 
recfivirig, wtn aloiie capable vf tucli an act. The fact is 
■ asiiy explained ly the exireme facility with which his 
friends petietraled into his Kludy. From that itionieat tiu 
lockeil up his papers, and continued hij work at the RumUiu 
F.mbaahy, whore a small study liad been reserved for htni. 
Besides, the colonel, when in liis cups, waa very comroani- 
calivc, and on these occbsloeb hi# reserve was not that of » 
diplomatist. I have had freijUHrit occasions of noticing tbU. 
About the month of December, however, he appeiu\-d to wlah 
lo employ my services in a very dangerous undeitokin^— 
for iriEtuDce, to inform him of the orders of the day read 
the bainicks ; to follow the rifle- practice at thv Polygon of 
Vinconncfl, as well as the inanccuvres on the ground- 
rcs|iansibililics which I ronaiilered dangerous to undertake), 
1 tliouglit it roccsNtry to infonu M. Walewski ol tli« 
measures I had taken ; but I was dclainvd in my esplana- 
linns iu coiue(|uenue of the diliiculty I experienced in 
obtaining ati iuterview. 

" In my cp inii.n the r^U of Colontl Albedenski ai Paii«, 
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proves that the Russians are not an inventive people ; but 
are excellent in adapting to their own profit the genius of 
others; that the campaign of the Crimea gave them a 
lesson which will not be easily effaced ; and that, under 
their manoeuvres, more or less secret, there are hidden im- 
placable hatred and a thirst for vengeance. Besides, I was 
convinced from certain information, which was not imparted 
to the above-named colonel, during the visit of the Emperor 
Napoleon to Stuttgardt, that Russia was far from regarding 
the Eastern question as definitively solved. 
*' Accept, sir, my best respects. 

" (Signed) Tonnelie.'' 

*« Paris, March 12, 1858." 
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COUNCIL OF REGENCY AND APPOINT- 
MENT OF SENATORS. 

Council of Begency Constitutod in Provision ot Iba Emporor's Deatli 
~I>ecreea Naming Kew Senatora. 

(28.) 

[Although the title of our pubhcatioa speaks onlj of the 
papers seized at the TuUeries, ne thiok we sbould not 
abstain from giving an exceptional place to documenw 
coming from another source when they are JotereAting. 

The following paper was seized at the residence of H. 
Rouher, President of the Senate. The envelope which 
contained it bore this inscriplion, evidently written with 
difEcuJty by the Emperor, and almost illegible: — "Letlsrs 
patent namiug llie Council of Regency." 

This document, euclosed in a second and larger envelope, 
and carelully sealed, had been placed in tlie hands of the 
President of the Senate on the 7lh of October, 1869, M 
which time Napoleou was in very bad healtbj 

*' Letter! PaUnt. 
" Wishing U) exercise the right conferred upon us by the 
■enatas-consultum of the I7ih July, 1630, concerning the 
BegeDcy of the Empire, we name by thoae presenla tbo 
membors of the Council of Regency — Isl, Id cam th» 
Emprasa should be called upon to exercise tint powen of 
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tbe Regency ; 2tid, Id case tbat in default of the Empress, 
the Regency should dai'olve on Prince Napoleon (Jerome). 

" la the first of theBe cases — that is to say, should the 
Empress become Regent — -the Council of Regency shall be 
composed of eight members, and we name to form part 
of it;— 

"1. His Imperial Highness Prince Napoleon; 2. M. 
Rouher, President of the Senate ; 3. The First President 
of the Court of Appeal who may be exercising hia fonc- 
tion at the time of the Regency ; 4. The Minister of Wat 
for the time being; 5. Admiral Kigault de Genouilly ; 6- 
The Duke de Persigny ; 7. The Archbishop of Paris ; 8. 
The Mnrquis de Laralette. 

" In the second case, if Prince Napoleon (Jerome) should 
become Regent, the Council of Regency shall be composed 
of ten members, and we name to form part of it : — 

"1. M. Rouher, PreBident of tbe Senate ; 2. The Firet 
President of the Court of Appeal in tbe exercise of his 
functions ; 3. The Duke de Persigny ; 4. The Archbishop 
of Paris ; 5. The Man|ui3 de Lavalette ; 6. The Minister 
of War for the time being; 7. Admiral Bigault de* 
Genouilly ; 8. M. Jerome David ; 9. M. Laity ; 10. The 
Commandant of the army of Paris at tbe time. 

" The members of the Privy Council whose names are 
not herein menlioned shall not form part of tbe Council ol 
Regency. 

" In default of the Regency of the Empress, the guardian- 
ship of the Prince Imperial, or rather of the yming 
Emperor^]), will be conGdtd to General Froiasard. 

(1) Thu wotiIb in italics nere added between the two lines. Like 
'"« Mrt of the manuscript, thByarein the handwriting of Sapolwn. 
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"Done at the Palace of St. Cloud, this 7tb day of October, 
" Napoleox. 

(29.) 

Hit SeaaU and M. Emilt OUit-icr. 

e found at the Mtnbtr^ of Justice the niioulea 
of eiglitcen decrees, namiog io tnaoy Senators. A.I1 tbeM 
ileureea are dated from SiLint Cloud, 2Tlh July, and signed 
by the ex-Eraperor and M. Emile Oili»ier. This lut 
lignalure, however, is wauling in the decree relative to M. 
Pieiri; but ihia evidently arose from forgetfulnese, a* th« 
name and the con si derations are, in thia decree, as in 
others, in the handwriting of M. OlUvier. 

The following is a copy of the test of one of tbvM 
decrees ; — 

*' Napoleon, by the grace of God and the national will. 
Emperor of the French. 

" To all present and Io come, greeting, 

" On the report of our Keeper of the Seals, Minister oi 
Justice and Public Worship ; 

" Id conformity with Article 2-1 of the Constitution s 

"Taking into consideration the services tehich M. EtmU 
de Gtrardin Hoe rtiuUrtd at a plubitcile (1) (lie) [for 
pvbliciaU, a publicist.] 

" Have decreed and deem as foltowi : — 

(1) Tha wunli In ItalJM (ctMpt tha one betwMQ bncMi) w« \m 
tliahaiulirrlUaBof H. Emlla QllJvior ; the dgiutiim " y^idecn' fa by 
Uio hand of the oi-Empcioi. Thsnrt uf thedoeotMot JaoOfiaL 
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W "FiHST Article. 

f " M. Emile de Girardin is raiaed to the di^-nity of 

I Senator. 

I "Second Article. 

I "Our Keeper of the Seala, Miaiater of Justice and Public 

f 'Worship, is charged with the execution of the present 

fc. decree. 

I " Done at the Palace of St. Cloud, thia 27th day of July, 

I J870. 

" Napoleon. 

" By the Emperor ; 

" The Keeper of the Seala, Minister uf Justice aod Public 
' Worship. 

"Ejnile OlUmr." 

The eeventeen other decrees are identical tn form with 
the preceding. The indication of the services rendered is 
in each case in the handwriting of M. Ollivier. The names 

1 of the eighteen Senators, and the motives for their nomina- 

I tioD, are as follows : — 

1. Albufera (the Duke d'), deputy, services rendered aa a 
f deputy. 

2. Angier (Emile), services rendered by his literary pro- 
f ducUons. 

3. Antemarre (General d'), aervicee rendered in his 
f military career. 

4. Barbet, services rendered aa late deputy. 

5. Benoit-Champy, services rendered as a deputy and as 
) President of the Tribunal of First Jnalance. 

6. Carap (Maxime du), services rendered by his literary 
works. 
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7. Darblaj, services rendered as ft deputj. 

8. Foj (Count), services rendered as ancient Pe«r of 
France. 

9. GirardiD (Emile de), Hrvices rendered as a ptabucite. 

10. La Granditlre (Admiral), services rendered in 
acquiring a new colony for France. 

1 1 . Lagrange, deputy, services rendered as a depntj. 

12. La Motlerouge (Geoerat), services rendered in bia 
miliiary career. 

13. Leelerc d'Oamonville, deputy, services renderMl as a 
deputy in three legislatures. 

14. Pasteur, servieeB rendered lo science. 

15. Petetin (Ansclme), services rendered as prefect, and 
as director of the Imperial printing-office. 

IG. Pi6lri, prefocl of police, services rendered as prefect 
and as prefect of police. 

IT. Pion, first president, serticea rendered as flm 
president of tlie court of Toulouse. 

18. Roug£ (De), Councillor of State, services rendered by 
aii6c works. 
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ORGANISATION OF THE PEESS. 

i on the OrgaDiBHtion of the Press in View of the I 
Sub ventioQs— Choosing Editors — CoireBpondenoe— The Parisian 
ProB«— The I'euple— The Falrie— The EalatiooH of the Press 
with the Govemmonl — Connection between the Tuilerita and 
the Press — M. Gregory Ganesco — Expenditoio for the Elaction of 
M. Tenne. 

(9.) 
{The piece which we now lay before the reader waa drawn 
np by one of the chefs de bureav of the Ministry of the 
Interior — Press divisioQ, Though il is rather long, we 
reproduce it m externa, because it gives an idea of the 
mail ner in which the Imperial tioverament handled universal 
suSrage, and prepared public opinion by means of subven- 
tioued journals.] 

"15th April, 1869. 
The organisation of the press in view of the general 
•lections could not really be commenced till little more than 
two moutba ago. Tlie time was short and the task urgent. 
The Minister will be conTinced of it by the figures and facts 
which are about to be brought under hit) notice. 

The task was urgent, especially in tbe departments, as, 
;eption of a very few cases, nothing had been 
flone with a view of electoral publicity, either in the prefec- 
tures or in the special bureau of the Ministry, whilst the 
Opposition, by a contrary course of proceedings, made th« 
iHt extraordinary efforts for the better organisation or the 
Ltion of hostile journals. It was necessary first of all to 
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reorganise ihe bure&u of the departmental press itself. The 
subjoined report of the chief of the depart mental -prow 
bureau explains in detail the progress made. The foUowiog 
is a Te's>im^ : 

" 1. Transforniation of the section for the reading and 
examiuation of journals; introduction of a system uf com- 
paratice reading of the journals of the Opposition and of tb* 
GoTornmeut by oue and the same reader, in order to be able 
to follow wilh accuracy the different pbosea of the political 
struggle, department by dcparlment; daily obserTationa of 
all electoral events, profesaiona of faith, h<:., which msj !>« 
of interest to the b'Teau specially charged with (he eleetions. 

"This work is communicated day by day to M. Fleurjt 
after having been submitted to the Director-General, ami 
all the necessary documents are annexed ; it gives rise at lb* 
sane time to an active correspondence with the prefect* ii 
view of rectiUcationa and communications. 

"2. Creation of a complete seciion for Oepartmeotftl 
publicity. 

" A certain number of editors prepare each day a iwriei 
of correspondence, outlines of articles, various sug; estiOD«> 
directions, &c. It may be said that in ihia section tits 
reinlu have exceeded all expectations. A point rocendjr 
attained will show its extent. The insertion ofaodcom- 
naotary on (he letter to an elector in more ikan eighij 
journals, were realised in less than three days. The Ministtr 
ia trom the present moment in a position to secure any pot>- 
lication or any dissertation which ho may think advivabl*, 
ftnd wherever he may ttiink proper, with th<' least puMibU 
delay, and according to the rules eBtabliahud by at least HO 
jouruala. 
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" Tiie reorganiaation aecompliaheJ ! 

Interior could not liave been efficaciou 

2CCoinpanieii by a cotTtiBpoiidiLig li 

_ journala of the departmenta Ujemaelve! 



L the Minialry of the 
if it bad not been 
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a was ^iren to it, 
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a Iranafonnalion was to be carried 
! prefeuta. Each of these functionaries hu 
IfipHTtment the direction and responsibility of tlj 
« r6k of the press service was easily marked i 
ntion of each prefect to the reh 
brgans of the Government and the Opposition ; to point out 
to him the places, and inquire wliat meaBures he consiitered 
necessary to fill up gaps; to place at his disposition tha 
requisite number of men, and sulHcieat funds, within the 
limits of the Budget. 

" This is the plan wliich is in course of execution, and 
the results are now being placed before the Minister. 
^L " Figures whii.-b have been alri;ady given will place 
^nvidiy before the Administration the absolute necessity of 
^B^iid and vigorous action. 

^fe "Since the lat of January, 1869— that is to say, sinci; 
^■ke day when the near approacii of the elections brought to 
"the minds of the Opposition the necessity of counterbalancing 
the influence of the journals in the interest of the prefec- 
tures — it lias founded, without counting special printing- 
offices to the number of fourteen, forty-six new journals, 
all created with a view to polemics— real weapons of war, 
handled with grent resolution, and often with extreme 
gtrittlcnce. Besid«a which, it has reorganised the majority of 
pioae which were already in esiaience. 
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" It is true that, in spite of this considerable nmnber, the 
nuraerical superiority of papers devoted to the GoTemmeat 
remiunB none the less crushing, but it is a superiorilf of 
number rather than of strength. 

"The Governmeatal press in the provinces coraprieaa m 
number of papers esclusively devoted tc 
agriculture, and local intelligence — »ery good in tlieir way 
in ordinary tinieR, quite suffident for the wants of ihe popu- 
lationi, and serving to keep party papers out of lUe field. 
But they are not electoral auxiliuries. Even the politiesl 
papers are seldom militant. Their semi-oifirial cbaracutr, 
and their relations, more or leas openly ncknowledg«d> with 
the prefecture, has imposed on them a certain reserve. The 
editing is often inconiplele^'indeed it is soiueiiines wanting 
altogether— and this iusuHiciency becomes the uiure ap[>armt 
from the aggressive attitude and electoral activity with 
which the Opposition print their journals, both the old oqm 
and those recently founded. 

" Methodical proceedings were taken to fill up ihoao iapa. 
A brief was made oat for each department. The profrei 
wns consulted ou all quuetioua of detail ; his answers were 
compared with the indications furnished by the inquiriM of 
the buroaiii, the dcckralious of the deputies, and ths duly 
reading of the local press. 

" All thete briefs are in order and complete, and lb« 
Admlnistnttion la in a position tu explain to the Mtnlttcr, 
whenever required, the situation of the press lu each depart- 
moiit. 

"The result of this corroapondeuoe wu the adoption of 
four apecies of meaiurea, varjinj; according to the d 
icriptiona : — 



SDBVBNT10N3 TO JOCRTJALS. 



"I. Subventions destined to ensure either the csiatence 
■er the derotednesa oi the journals. 

i. Subventions destined to increase their publicity — 
is to say, to send copies gratuitously during the electoral 
id. to counterbalance a similar Byatem which the Oppo- 
a has largely adopted. 

8. Subveotions destined to reinforce the editorial staff 
hy the addition of new editors. 

, Choosing and sending editot^, either at the expense 
^of the candidates or the proprietors of the journals. 

" This system, which corresponds with the exigencies of 
B situation liotiued by the prefects, was immediately put 
hito operation pro portiou ally to the resources at the disposal 
f the Administration. 

" In order to husband these resources as mucb as possible 
an understanding was come to with the preEects, the news- 
paper proprietors, the deputies, and the candidates. Thanks 
I to the sacrifices made by these, and to some slight eubven- 
.tioas deducted from the reserve of ^0,000 francs, they were 
• toabled to ensure in the departments the reorganiiation of 
twenty-seven journals, and to reinforce the editorial staff by 
thirty-three writers sent from Paris, A table hereunto 
annexed gives details of these results. It will be seen by 
this table that three departments — the Bos-Rhin (9000 
francs), the Cote d'Or (6000 franca), and the Bouches-du- 
e (5000 francs) — have between them absorbed 20,000 
I fHncB out of the 34,000 expended. 

" The tweuty-four other journals, then, were provided for 
i with only 14,000 francs, in addition to the aasistanca 
afforded by the deputies and candidates. 

" But on other poiuts where the esigeECvea to \itt M.\.\%'a%i 
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were grealer, and where ihe pariicipalion of the adramiMr»- 
tiun was rendered inevitable, tliero remain a great number 
or wants which urgently require to be provided for. Sncb 
is thu object of the present note. Before encroacbiog upon 
the luel reserves, it was deomod advisable to leaTQ in 
suspense tlie demands which arrived from all i]uari«rs, in 
order to present them in a collective form, after a minnte 
cxaminution, to the Miuister. This state of things present* 
at once a complete exposd of tbo situation of the dcpartmeiital 
presH, and, in iumming up the aiicertained reaultB) pointa 
o I the wanis to be [irovided fur. 

" The exuminatioR of this lable shows, then, an expcn^ 
ilituie of 04,100 franca, to which roust be added n certain 
sum for the reserves made \>y certain deparimenia, and 
unforeseen contingenciea. 

" There remains, then, of the first credit of 50.000 DvDca 
a sum of 15,920 francs. Ifa fresh credit of lOO.OoO fnuic* 
be added to ihe dei>arlmenlal-press budget, therv will 
remain, to meet anj wants that may an»c, a «arplaa of 
21.820 franc?, evidently not nn extravagant sum. 

•' There is not, therefore, a single departmeul the eon- 
dilion of which has not been minutely examined, when tba 
projiodiiona of tlie prefects have not been cliciMd, and 
where all> or at least the acceptable portions, of Uiaii 
propotitioua have sol received satisfaction. 

CORnESl-ONIlKlfCB. 

" The actiim of the Administration, bowever, could noi 
bo limit«d to Ihe journals devoted to tfac GoverutoanL It 
was caseuiiBtly necessary to ensure an indirect Influence am 
the Uppusition pajiere. 




THK CAHOT AND HiVAS AGENCIES. 

" There are two means of attaiuiag ihia object, viz., to 
Becure, in practical proportions, the aid of depaitmenlal 
correapondents ; to mal;e use of the species of monopoly 
acquired by the firm of Havas for the transmission of 
telegraphic despatches in all th» departments, and for 
journals of oil shades of opinion. 

On the first point, setting aside the Pharaon agency, a 
Biirt of compromise was effected with the Cahot agency, 
which supplies twenty-seven journala, chiefly iucliiiing to 

' the Tiers-parti. M. Cabot will come eceiy dny during the 
electoral period to take bis cue from the Mlniatrj* 
B engHj^es to introduce into his despatches to the papers 
i ihat would be compatible with their line of policy, 

I and this without betraying his relations nith the Govaru- 
meot. 

"The Havas agency has always been in daily communi- 
cation with the Miuisiry. Evtry time that a denial or a 
rectificarioD or a useful piece ot' uews is to be put in circu- 
lation without delay, it is condensed under the lorm of a 
telegram and spread throughout the whole of France. It is 

I ftgreed that thid system shall be carried out to ihe very 
Utmost degree, and that all communications which may 
be deemed uuadvisable to be made knutvu directly shall be 
transmitted in this manner. The great importance of this 
means of rapid publicity may be judged from the fact that 
M. Uavas supplies three hundred and seven journals. 

" In short, 'every time that it is considered necessary, 
Otficial notes and correspondence are found in the Belgian 

I journal Le Nord. The Administration does not mention the 
relations established with German and English papers, their 

I iutereat beiag pecuniary during the period to be passed 
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through. These relations extend to about twenty journals, 
of which several are of the highest order. 

"The pAKtsiAN Pbbss. 

" The »clion of the local press being secured, it becam« 
ueci'sittry to lake into serious consideration the part whicb 
the Paris press endeavours to play iu the depaitmenta. 

" In order to discover material facts, recourse waa bad to 
statistics ; the preTects were reiguesied lo make out a list of 
the Paris journals taken in each arrondiaseuient. Tbia litt, 
which had never before been drawn up, revealed tliv fact 
that, making a deduciion for the Journal Officiel, the numb«r 
of aubscrilwrs to the Opposition journals greatly aurpaaaaa 
the number of subscribers to the Gorernmeui organs. 

"The Opposition, in fuct, does not shrink from miking 
great sacrifices in order to spread, in the clubs, in amall 
political groups, and more especially in the cahartU, d«mo- 
cratic papers, particularly the Siecle and the National, at 
five oeutimea. Tliia mode of propagandism will certunly 
bo greatly increased at the moment of ihe eleciioiis. We 
already know that the Triliune and the KUcteur bar* n>nd« 
arrangements with certnin committees for thin purpoM. It 
appeared important to re-cslablish the balance of poiiiJod 
influence, an<l at leabl not to leare the field &«e for llw 
acUon of adversaries. 

" The table drawn up, in revealing the coiui«lMmUa 
number of cof>ius of the J'ttit Journal Ojffid*! s«nl ivio tin 
departments, shows at iho snme time the great importaDea 
of the use ut thiJt powerful instrument of publicity. It IumI 
already been agreed upon with the Minister uf Suie that * 
MTtain apace should bo reaervvd in the J'ttit OJidtl tor k 





BIOORAPBIES OF MISISTERS. 

•ort of comple rendu of electoral proceedinga. It would he 
ased, it ia true, with all the discretion which the character 
of the journal demandB ; but it is an auxiliary which must 
by no means he neglected. It was thought that the 
ifoniteur dea Commimen might also be made use of to a certain 
cxteut. The fact of its being placariled might make it 
neeful, and a note to that effect has already been sent to the 

I Ministry. 

" Besides official publicity, the plan of action should 
embrace every possible means of influence on public opinion. 
The Felit Journal, which has a circulation of 250,((0I), is 
not political, it is true, but it enters into all classes of socieiy. 
M. Millaud, the director, in accord with the press adminis- 
tration, has commenced the publication of a series of bio- 
graphies of Ministers, the principal members of the 
majority, &c. These biogrophies, very skilfully written, 
enter as far as possible into the political arena, without paaa- 
ing the bounds. This journal, besides, is about to publish 
a miliiary romance of the First Empire, which is written in 
a style dinmetrically opposed to the declamations and politi- 

.. cal romances oi the Opposition, which are directed against 
(he army. This romance will be furnished by the 
Emperor's Cabinet. M. Millaud is also about to publish 
lithographic portraits of the various candidates at the lowest 
possible price. We will cause theu to be circulated by means 
of hawkers, who are also charged, without any expense to 

r the Ministry, with the sale of the Emperor's letter to 

L the Minister of State, of which 100,000 copies have been 

I printed. 

[ " None of these means ^ot popular propagandism, any 
more than all publications which may appear useful — those 
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nn public meelingB, for example — will be neglected ; but ro 
tliesc auxiliaries it would be aiiiisable to add cerr^n 
JDurnale which would promote daily diacussion, and tfa* 
uhoice has faUvn on the PevpU and the I'atrie. 

'■ These two papers have Bgieed to reserve a certain apace 
each daj for electoral stalis^cs of ihe depart me nts. Tb«M 
sratistics n-iU be kept up by the Ministry, who will furulah 
info I'm at ion and articles, and a number of edliora, comprising 
ui present Messrs. Behaghel and Vitu, to whom will be 
eveotuallj added Messrs. Aurelien Scholl and Adrien Marx, 
who will be cuirudled with the duty of preparing for publi* 
QRtion such inforniaiion as may he giren them. With lliii 
otijeci a circular boa bet-n addressed to the different prefecia, 
rtquesiirg tbem id furnish such information as may be in 
ibeir power. The editorial deparlmenl will be establubed 
in Paris. 

■• Another circular was sent to the prefects, re quettlng 
them to make arrangements for the gratuitous disiributiau 
of i'ar is journals. lu answer to tins rec{uiailion, Uiej dnw 
up a list of persons and eslnhliBliniEnls lo which, iu their 
Opinion, copies of snub pnperx might advantagoously ba 
aent. Uy this system the papers will be forwarded dirpoily 
from the pul'lishing olficu, without any ai'pareui iiiflueiic« 
mther ou tbe part of the Uini&lry or the Prefectures. It ia 
by these means that tbe Opposition ttu rorcsuUed Um 
Govern met) t. 

" The greater number of these lists have already come lo 
hand, and use bas licen made of them in tlie deparlmsnta of 
the Scine^l-Oi»« and tbe Seine-et- Maine. 

'■ What, Uieo, is the number of jonruaLi which ahoold ba 
forwnrdcd by iheM meana T Tbe journal Le PwpU, whiok 
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on account of cheapness is adTBHtngeous, offers to send 
18,rtO0 copies daily to any addresses that may be indicaterl, 
from the first of May to the first of June, for 60,000 francs. 

" The Pitrie, with which it ie nnneoeasary to make any 
other Ihan a political agreement, will forward any number 
«f copies that may be reqriired at the rata of 123 francs 
per thouennd. There is a considerable difference between 
this price and the price of the Peaple, and it is for this 
reason that agr«eni«Dta have been entered into with the 
first-Damedjnurnal. 

" It ia difEcnlt to give the eiact total of this latter eipen- 
ditore. It is still more difficult to foresee the expenditure 
that may be necessary for ihe Parisian press during the 
electoral strupgje. But the sura total of the expenditure, 
including indemnities to the editors above-named, besides 
the expenses, the utiliiy of certain publications, or even 
certain reproduclious, such as are presented oveiy day, will 
amoUDt to not less than 40,000 francs. 

" A second sum of 100,000 francs will, then, at the most 
moderate computation, he required to secure the aid of the 
Parisian press in the elecioral struggle. 

" The sum totnl of 2(X>,000 francs may appear consider- 
able, but it is, in point of fact, greatly inferior to the sums 
expended by hostile candidates and committees. Publicity 
plays, and will play, from the present time, such an im- 
portant part in the forthcoming general elections, that 
already the printing-offices in Paris find it difficult to keep 
pace with the heavy demands made upon them. The Con- 
servative party, in spile of ibe activity of its adversaries, 
displays its usual indolence. It depends wholly on the 
Goreroment for its defence. The influence which it has 
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hitherto been bo difScuU to exercise over the Paris preu — 
an influence which, above all, depends upon oflicial state- 
ments — requirea a ceruuu HHOClion, and this sflnulion is the 
ceriainty tl>&t the Government is disposed to niHke sacri- 
fices in favour of those who servo it. Thn idea of material 
aid adda gnatly at the present day to moral influence, and 
manjr disalTectiona and detertioria miiy be avoided by grati- 
fying certain perdouul interests ur deaires, 

"If this lust BSnertion required con Urination, the proof 
may be found in the agreement entered inio with tlie 
Figaro. This agreement, which the Minister bimself 
directed, promisca useful result«. It was, as his Excellency 
is aware, the principal desire of the Adminintraiion, and the 
attitude of the writers on thb journal was such thai the 
desired result was scarcely to be hoped for, 

" Wilh (lie France, the PeiijiU, the Patrk, the Mataffer rfe 
Paris, the Coiutitulionnel, the Puiilk; ibo Pia/t, and the Dix- 
Dicttnhre, the Government presents itself at the eloctiooa 
at the bead of a k^^' number of organs, diflering, U U 
true, in the spirit which animates them, and in the influence 
which they exercise, but all firmly attached (o dynMlio 
priuciplea. Daily relations are kept up wilh themt and 
every day eight or ten editors come to the Uinialrj to 
receive tlieir instrucliona, and during the electoral perioJ 
the Administration declares tisclf in a position to pubUak 
daily in Paris, as well as in the departments, auyibing that 
may be agreeable to the mioisiry. The tools are ready; 
they will obey wiihoui hesitation the orders given to them. 
'' Situation Departmental prcsN.^ 
" Names of editors. > Table*." 

"Credit allowed. ' 
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The RELATioNa op the Pkebs with the Government. 

rxhe fallowing memoranduin, uusigned, and relatire to the 
journal Le JPaya, is evidently in the handwriting of Monsieur 
Graoier de Cassagnac. It will be borne in mind that 
M. de Cassngnac received considerable sums from the Im- 
perial purse.] 

Mtmoraiiduvi for M. Conti. 
"Pray tell the Emperor — lat, That a few votAs, seriously 
spoken, to Monsieur de Lacljarriere, Director of the United 
Press Astociatiou, would he sulHcient to determine him to 
Bell the Pai/s in many of the kiasquea of the boulevard, 
where it it asked for in vain every evening; 2nd, That a sum 
of 750 francs per montk during ike Legislative Session — i.e., 
8000 francs iu all — would permit me to give, as a supplement, 
the diacuBsiona in the Chambers, which occupy all my space; 
and that, besides publishing these debates, LePwjs would be 
ID a position to procure more editorial assistance, and be more 
useful. The Minister of the Interior might accord me this 
little increuse. I am obliged to pay 600 francs per month 
out of the sum allowed to ray editors, in order to send Lt 
Pays to the prefects and sub-prefects of the departments." 



C43.) 

CoiTHEcnow Between the Tuilehies and the Press. 

Certtun journals have entertained numerous relations with 

the Cabinet, as ulao with the Privy Purse of the ex-Emperor. 

I The proob are abundant. We Bbali make our choice 
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amongst the moBl oioderaM of tlie mass of document* oi 
Ibis description. 

Here, for example, is a lelter by M, Finard, then 
Minister of the Interior, recommending M- Gregory 
Ganesco to M. Conti. NokI come two letters by M. 
Ganesco, recom mending himself. 



"MlNIBTRY OK THE LVTERIOR. 

" Cabinet of the] Minuter, 

" Pari^ the 4tli June, 1868. 

" My dear Friend, — You know, at least by repaUilioti, 
Ganeaco. The Nain-Jaune has two lines of poll^, 
Ganescot in spite of his past, or at least his reputation, ham 
promised me to follow the good one and to absorb Ihm 
lithe r. 

" He brings me an article in which he has spokeu sn 
nobly of our Emperor, that I wish to send it to you. Tnn 
so well know the sore point of the jouruiUiet, that yon wtU 
pardon my sending this, it being of n noturo to encourays 
this sinner who seems to repent. Many persons were stniek 
by this article yeslenhiy. Show it al leant to fiftri, to 
whom I had explnincd, us well as (o the Emperor, the 
motives which induced me U> re-allow the paper to bo aoUl 
in the streets. 

" It is, of course, only the passage relative to the Emparor 
which I approve of in the ar^cle. Excuse my letter. 



" Be kind enough to send me a word on your card, to let 
B know if the Emperor is well, and whether his sufTeringa 
f yesterday have ceased. " P." 



' M. Conti, Senator, Chief of the Emperor's Cabinet. 

"(Personal.) 

" Paris, 30th January, 1870. 
" Monsieur le S^nateur, — I have just done myself the 
inour to addreas a (ew letters to the Emperor, annexing 
e enclosed iiriicle. It will be your duty to poiut out lo 
B Majesty the paragraphs of my work which you think 
rorthy of his attention. I hope I am mistaken ; but T fear 
lat before long, from some place of esila, 1 shall hare the 
rtune to remind you both of the article in the Parlement 

jlerd»y evening and of this letter 

t is not from spite at not having had roy share of the 
i and favours which are being distributed ; it is not 
Borrow at seeing myself deprived of the smallest part 
if that justice which is due to my long poUtical studies and 
political education. It was my sentinienis for the 
Sinperor and my gratitude, even greater than is expressed 
I the article 'The Fall of the Empire,' which caused me 
D take up my pen, 

not Bay, Monsieur le S4nateur, that my Hue of 
■odOucI in a journal which the public loads with its favours 
es the course of the Government. Nobody aupporttt 
U. Emile OlUvier and so.uit ofhia colleagues more siucerely 



74 



THE BEOREI DOCITIIKlm OT TBI SIOORD npDtS. 



What I embarraRS, and what I hope U 
re and more, ia the progress of the OrleanUt 



than myself. 
emharrasa mc 
conapiracy. 

" It ia Bclilom that I aaceod the tribune at a p'ibUc 
meeting (and I do ho at least three limoa a week) without 
an Orleuniat emissary being there, flanked by a few Irre- 
concilablcs, to take account of the injury I might do, iu iba 
tribune of the Legislative Body, to ihe adversaries of tba 
Empire, niid also to take account of tha differeac* batw«« 
my talents and those Javiahed on the Chamber of B«p>^ 
sentaiives by the exclusive favourite of the FrinM, M. 
Duvernois. 

" It is alao true that the ParUment ia read at the OrleanUt 
headquarters with an attention which, for want of 
cannot be accorded to it at the Tuileries. It Ik true, in bei, 
that the Imperial Government singularly 
Orleanists in preventing toe Irom rendering rdj nrvJM lOi 
the Empire. 

" The Minister of the Interior, M. Cbevandier de TaU 
dn'ime, recently expressed iii^ warmest thanks to me 
attitude taken by the Parlmnent in prescnoe of tlis 
which followed the disaster of Auteuil. On Hu 
hand, for two or three nights, some simple rioters camo la 
contemplate the bureaux of the Parleinenl, 

"I attached just as much importance to the thank* of 
M. Cbevandier as to the demonstration of (h« riolcn. 
These last did me no good, and many of the colleaguw of 
M. Chcvandier have his permisxion to do ma harm* 
It ia logical, it is politic. / dtfind the Entire ugaimtt 
OrU»iMm I 

" Excuse, Monsieur le Sunatcur, this letter, too 



M. GREGORY GANESCO TO THE ESIPEROK. 

ere. I will not permit myself to importune you w 



" I am, with the most profound respect, your humble an 
9 voted servant, 

" Gkegokt Ganesco," 



^P" " Sire, — I have nothing to fear in troubling your Majesty 
ID your electoral impressiona. Even if the result of the 
ecrutiny had not been satisfactory, I know that nothing 
could disturb thai Buperb calm in which lies the strength 
and wisdom of the Emperor. 

" Permit me, then, Sire, to give you, not as regards my 
humble self, but in a political point of view, some explana- 
tions with regard to my legislative candidature. 

" When, contrary to my expectations, the Government 
presented a candidate in the third circumscription of the 
Seine -et-Oise, I understood that I must either withdraw my 
candtdateship or resign myself to the rdle of an electoral 

"To withdraw my candidature would be to leave the 
field open to Messrs, Portalis and Say — who exhaust in 
each a vocabulary of abuse of Orleanist LibereUsm — and to 
M, Peigne Crdmieux, 

'* It would be, besides, to infiict on the population tho 
spectacle of a malevolent opposition annoying in the present, 
and having no one to remind it of the past. 

" To resign myself to the r6le of an electoral agent would 
be to bury my own candidature only to give life to the 
official candidature ; to give life to this latter by the impres- 
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sior which one hundred and thirty speeches, iniproTtied is 
seventeen days, had left on the minda of the populationa, bj 
the patriotic vibration which the popular mimi, bo inii- 
maiely attached to the Napoleons, must have felt in pr«Mnc« 
of a young man who, althoup^h exposed to the ai)uoyanc«a 
of the agents of the Adminiatrtttion, did not cede an inch ot 
ground to the partisana of fallen dynasties. 

'• It is thus that I (ortified, Sire, the friends of th« 
Government ia ihcir practice of following the Govarnnent 
in ita choice, and brought upon myself the hatred of lh> 
euemiea of the Empire, at the sanie time that I MtpOMd 
myself to all their manceuvrcs. I had become the connson 
enemy ! 

" Your enemies, Sire, calculated, even on the eve of tlia 
scrutiny, that the honourable M. Rendu would not have 
more than 4000 votes, and that I would have 10,000. 1- 
waa. perhaps, the only one in the circuuiscriptioa of^iMtoiaw 
who did nut partnke of this opinion. 

" But ui pre«ent I nm not atone in thinking that my aid,. 
tiiid the sacrilicc of myself, huve lieeu uwful to the ciutaul 
the country and ihe ICroperor. 

" Sire, a whole generation, habitually silent, have *oi' 
denly become smitten with a passion for tumulL For «ncl|^ 
a sllualion — a situation altogether now — joor AtaJMlj will' 
judge if my pen and my word, my devotion and my npf 
rjence of political eventM, will be of any um. I ud ■! lh« 
orders of the Emperor. 

" I remain. Sire, your &Ujeity'* bumblai obedient^ 
devoted, and faiihlul »crviu)t and subject, 

"Gbegort Gakbsco." 



SXPENDITUBE OF M. TERME S ELECTION. 
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(44.) 

The "Peuple," a Daily Political Journal. 

16, Rue du Croissant. 
Account of the expenditure for the election of M. Terme, 



To Valine for printing 

4000 copies of the journal, the Paris 

6000 copies of the Epoque 

20,000 copies of the Peuple 

Bill-sticking — Bernard 

Lecrosnier 

Albert 



)t 



)> 



Expenses 

MM. Bolland 

Boorcier 

Berthier 

Bertrix 

Paech 

Thienlot 

Favre 

Louis 

Bauny 

To Bourdon Ploquet, bands and distribution 
Services of the porters of the FeupU and others 



Fr. c. 

6700 00 
600 00 

1800 00 
400 00 

1800 00 
800 00 

1000 00 

500 00 

20 00 

58 00 

250 00 

133 00 

200 00 

204 00 

150 00 
15 00 

114 50 

243 25 

1234 60 



14,721 75 



Received the fourteen thousand seven hundred and 
twenty-one francs seventy-five cents, above mentioned. 

6. MORANGIS. 

Paris, June 2, 1869. 
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THEOPHILE SILVESTRE. 

(41.) 

Letters to M. Ti'.-tri nnd the EmpBror— Plsn fori Hiitorr of tha 
Secoud Republic iind the Second Empire. 

[U. Thcophile Silvestre, ex-editor of the Nain Jaunt, ol , 
the Figaro, and of the Dix-Det&ntjt, a diminguiithwl vt 
critic, forw&rded to the Emperor's Cabinet a vnlumiiioai 
corroHpondence, in which he expnses verj sinj^ulnr plana, and 
Holicits subvoiitions and penaions. We select two letUn^ 
which have, at least, the merit of belDg curiositiea.] 

" Paris, Jan. 2, 1867. 
" Dear Friend, — 

" Yon inform mo, in two worda which loucli n* 
thai the Emperor has had the extreme generosity to allow 
me a tliousand francs a month for a year. Th« Emperor 
has always been ready to asKist me in my troubles, and that 
frequently al limea when I was the least eapablf of rifnderio:( 
him any service. I know not how lo express my gnitilailc; 
but I think I shall do best by begging you — whom ihm 
Emperor knows and appreciates so woll — to thank hi< 
Majesty for me. The historical work of which I luiv« 
already spoken to you will resume the principal anota of 
the last reign, treat of the rovolntion of 1848, with tu 
•yatems, itn sects, ita lenders, its victories, and it4 dnprn. 
To the corruptioti of ideas, the despair of paap«riaii, the 
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abasement of the nation in the eyes of foreign natioDE, and 
civil wars, succeeds the Government of hie Majesty, the 
laiber and Baviour of auciety. Neither optiiniat nor 
(■essiraist in history, 1 am convinced that man eternally 
resembles hi maelf, under different forms of progress; that 
there is always to be feared for ti 
to-day ; that peoples, especially France, 
their memory from the very laomeni of their dehveranee. 
In fine, without awakening passiona which are already 
dead, nor dormant hatreds, I place in a parallel line the 
proaperity, the present stability, aud the aoarehy revealed 
by the ignurance, the ambition, the vanity, and resentment 
of au infamous minoriiy. Instead of confining myself to 
picturing the physiognomy of Paris, I accord to the pro- 
vinces the legitimate part which is their due. The depart- 
menia of France, whilst remaining more than ever attached 
heart tind soul t« the great national unity of which the 
Emperor is the august iuearunLion, are no longer, as 
formerly, prepared lo submit to other Governmenti-, impro- 
vised by adventurous leaders, aud to receive by post flags 
either white or red, Paris, the head and heart of the 
Empire, is no more the Empire entire than a aingie craier of 
Mount Vesuvius ia Vesuvius iiself. Political journalism 
baa lost iis status ; I have often told you so. You have 
had Bufflcient occasioua for recognising this truth, more or 
leas insigiiilicant or corrupt, indeed, in the cheap literary 
prea;. Journals, political and no u -political, are necessary ; 
there are idlers and maniacs. From time to time, I alao 
admit, public opinion may re<iuire the application of the bit 
or the apur. Bui serious people no longer read any but the 
best-written works. However profoundand just may be the 
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thought of the writer, do eflect is {iroduced if the writing 
not incisive and picturesque. It ia nutorioua that I aoi oi 
of tlio three or four writers who have reaiited KgniiMt Um 
universal decadence of literuture. Poverty, as well 
pride of my tetuperament, will suHiciently explain to yoor 
just impatience my long hesitation. You know bow much 
silence weighs ou my gratitude nod compromiMD mj 

" M. Mocqnai'd understood ihat I was made to b* U 
privntu bistorian of a sovereign as ihi'y existed under tl 
Old Monarchy. I reminded himself occu»ionully of Fit^v^ 
In order to be sincere to the end (it was, unfortunately, atf 
nature), is it uot sad to see the history of a greitt i 
written by daily driblers, by envious and impotent writenl 
l)i> you recognise in this the embarrassment of future bi> 
loriana in ibe midst of vain recriminations, scattered H 
narratives or fallen from that tribune which Gorrapi« om 
language in concealing the truth ? 

" I pray you, dear I'iijtri, to tell the Emperor up to wU 
point I desire to show my gratitude for hb guodnci* by aq 
services. Loyal and devoted, I desire not ooljr to bl 
assisted, but aUo, and above all, to inspire confid«iMe. Il 
iirder to write history well, it is ueoeaiary, first of all, ta tl 
well informed. 

"1 have studied my subject alter nature. I have Uvg^ 
through it nil ; but 1 do not yet knew nearly a* much ■> ] 
sliould wish lo know. There are in the jKirtfolioit of nd 
HU Administration, or of such a Ministry, documents whiofc 
studiwl with proper prudence and discretion, would imp«r 
lillht and aulbority tu my work. 

" What are jrour fixed ideu — the ideas of mysetf, of ofl 
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iends, of the whole world? The longest possible duration 
the life, of tbe reign of tiie Emperor, and the glorious 
are of the Prince Imperial, Aa for myeelf, what do J 
|uire ? A pen, aod the daily bread of the Paler. 
Nothing more. I have spoken to you as a friend, with a 
grateful heart. Tou have understood me. Thanka. 
" (Signed) TeioPHiLE Silvestke. 
rat, Vaugirard, Paris." 



" 33, Rue 



To THE EUFEBOB. 

"Paris, December 10, : 



^K "In ihese times of agitation and word-coining, it has 
not been an easy matter for writers, even the most devoted 
to the Empire (no matter what their talent), to stem the tide 
of hostile opinions ; and this is one of the principal causes 
of the failure of tbo weekly journal Le Dix-Dicembre. 
Having been called upon to assist in the editorship of this 
publication, I contributed a tolerable number of political 
■vticles, more especially the following, which bear my sig- 
^^bture — 

^t "Political Fanatics — Tht IJeat of Baudin — The Con- 
ftrences of MM. Jules Simon, Saint-Marc Girardin, Pdlelan. 
^c, at the Theatre of the Princ* Imperial — Ghosts — M. JuUf 
jSinum with the Communists — Z7ie Mammwres of Parties and 
\Ktoral Intrigues fi'om 1852 to \^(i^^Exikd Pamphleteers 
e Deatlt of Baudin (the only true account) — M. Entile 
Wnu'er — M. Ernest fienan — The Emperor and die late Speech 
, Ote Throne. — The suppression of the Dix-Dicembre 
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ileprived me of my occupation — my lut resource iQ tba 
Emperor's servioe. 

" Sire, 1 ought to confess bere, with tbe livelieel grati- 
tude, that I am the debtor, to a certain degree repreliensiU^ 
nfyour Mnjesty. Serious engagements which I uodtTlOok 
in your Majesty's behalf have not yet been fulUlled. Uj 
loyalty rennuns tbe hostage of such distinguished confldeoco. 
Benevolent frieuda will contribute to the too feeble eipr*«> 
sioo of my thoughts, the delicacy and the elevation of iheir 
personal sentiments. 

" A litile more than a year ago your M^esty came Lu my 
usfliaiance, lakJng into consideration my talent, my zeal, «fi4 
my complete ruin with the Ntu'it Juuiie, in which speculatloa 
1 lirst of nil made the sacrifice of my appoinimeni u 
In spec lor- General ; and ofWrwards lost 80,000 franc* la. 
sis months, in serving exclusively the interest of thm- 
Kmperor, in the midst of the most violent animoeities. 

" Vour Majesty afterwards deigned to approve of my 
entirely new plan of a History oflht Idtat, Charaeltn, Facta, 
and Movemtnlx of tlie Second Republic, followed by tlia 
Second Empire, in the interest of our country. It wm a 
living dissection of men and things, ofparliea and of aeeta t- 
the mtfHtnto of our caprices, ol our errors, of our inlMtin*- 
comniolions, and our periodical expiations. It wu aotici- 
jialed that this work would produce a salutary o0oct on ihm 
la&t genera] elections. Hut it has remained nnpohltilwd, 
infinitely lees tram any fault of mine tlinn of my ctroum- 
nianci-s. First, I demanded, wiih timid dincrHion, only two 
yearn to execute the work. I was pressed to work well and 
rapidly, without being able lo justly appreciate («■ I abooU 
have been able lo do myself Irom da; to day) Win NbtlMlM' 
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iiad complications of the task. What a chaoa of opiuiona 
ind doctrines ! What a masa of documents, both public and 
ecrat J What a number of written ami oral revelations 
QonfiJed to my memory and discernment ! I had to control 
larked personal feelings, and often verify them by obscure 
wt truthful testimony. It wat necessary also to probe, in 
tnrD, characters distrustful, daring, logical, contra'lictorv, 
ti order to draw from my researches the authentic position 
if an epoch so much troubled in its situation, thought, and 
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. " Secondly, I should hav-j had at 
of the tribunals and the archive 
' to ba able to coi^sult at pleasure, in ra; 
in a public room, as a. matter of pruden* 
newspapers, pamphlets, placards, 
the Imperial Library, lustead of personal favour, justified 
beforehand by my special aptitude and my notoriety, 1 
found (here noihiog but restrictive formalities, merely 
matters of course for the public, but paralysing for me. 

" Ib order to accomplish my work in all Becm-ity, without 

burdening ihe personal gent-rosiiy of the Emperor, I asked 

of your Majesty either the situation of the Historiographer 

of the City of Paris, who had juai died, and who had not 

_ yet been replaced, or the direction of the Museum of Anti- 

■Boities of the Hotel CBrnavalet. 

H " Without deciding anything ou this point, the Emperor 
•fcad the goodness to allow me a thousand franca per montli 
out of his privy purse, a subsidy which ceased od the Isl 
of June last. 

" Previously, in truth, I was constantly incited by the 
Ht zealous frienda of the Emperor to finish my work 
a 2 
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[iromptly, before the genontl elections. I myself believed I 
should be able to succeed, but, hindered in so xoeny wajs, 
und diaguBtcd, if not discouraged, I could not bring m^lf 
lo liurry over a work which shonld be profound, solid, and 
of national utility. 

" Sire, it is thus that, in the full vigour of manhood, of 
talent, and of good will, I remain with my wor^ ■ 
rupled, without position ftnd without the srantlest fartuna, 
and, what is worse, L shall appear to have unworthily sbotad 
the extreme goodnens of the Emperor. 

" A situation bo false greatly troubles my conscience a 
thai of my friends, weighs too heavily on my dignity, » 
(rravely corapromisea my future. 1 have th« firm lioiw that 
your Majesty will give me, aa soon as possible, the masiu of 
resolutely and nobly extricating myself from it. 

" Deign to accept. Sire, the homage of the roost profoand 
respect, with which I Lave the honour to be, your UiJMty't 
very humble, very obedient, and very faithful sabjecl, 

"(Signed) Tii£oPHiLE StLVEsTU. 

*■ 30, Quai du Louvre." 
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XIII. 

THE CABINET NOIR. 



r from M. Pereigny— The Opening of I.etlats ; 
. HjTvoix ; the Caantess de Casciglione ; Madame Botti . 
U. A. de la Grueronniere — Report to the Emperor on M. Coliet- 
Mejgret; Seysitel Aspkalte ; U. Pliu;e ; U. Pereire ; Lighting 
Paris by Gob ; RektionH with MM. Mirts, Prost, and Millaad ; 
the joamal La Vifiti ; the Coal Mines of Qru^easao. 

The Exitlence of the CiAinet Noir. 
(3.) 

[The fallen Government has always denied the existence 

f the Cabinet Noir, where private letters were opened and 

The following letter from M. de Peraignj proves the 

Qce of such a cabinet, which had, as has been already 

sebD, taken cognisance of the letter from General Ducrot to 

General Trochu. Thia same bureau also concerned itself 

with family matters. The Commission has, for instance, 

found a letter of friendship addressed by Madame da 

R^musat to her buaband. These tetters were opened and 

read by the members of the Cabinet Noir. 

L The note on the opening of letters — a sequel to the letter 

Bof M. de Peraigny, already published, on the Cabinet Noir — 

I liu neitlier date nor heading ; neither has the report on 

M. CoUet'Meygret, which follows the note, any date, but the 

authenticity oi these documents is guaranteed by annota- 

I lions in the handwriting of the ex-Emperor. The chief 

Interest of these documents lies in the fact that they prove 
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thftt tlie ayatom of eapionsf^e organised by the GoTernment 
of the 2nd of December did not spare even tbe Imperul 
functiouurles. The^e laat denouni^oil one nnother, uii) 
Iheir reports nere all centraliBed in the hands of Napoleoo 

III.] 

Opening ov Lettees. 

"The lollowing tetter-carriers, employed in delivering 

letters in the streets placed opposite their names, mn 

engaged, for a money consideration, in the secret police of 

the Ministry of the Interior, directed by M. Saintomer : — 

Hcnnocq Kuc de Varennch, 

Decisy ••. Belle -Chaste, 

BiuGon , Si. NicoIu-iI'Antin, 

Hoadc Caumonin, 

Thibault „ Chmisfe-cfAnun. 

"Their duty consists in deUreriog up the correspondene* 
of such persona aa may be indicated to them. They i 
aided by conciergeH, engaged like themselves in the Mi 
organi«atioD. At each delivery of letters they euter tha 
lodges of these coucierges, leave the lett«rs if noc 
and call for them at the next delivery. By this meuu tbajr 
escape saspicion, for ihcy might be forced to cull at i 
odges of these concierges in order to deliver letters for tha 
persons living in the house. The confedorales of the h»t«r- 
carriers on the leil bauk of the Seine are not known. ThdM 
□n the right bank are aided by the following conciergM: — 

[■ieiTc Kue d',\iijou. 9. 

Otsier . Rue d'Anjiiu, 3. 

[■inMi Kue d'Anjou, 53. 

Niaui (Picnre) Rue de U Chans^ d'Antia, 3. 

"The letters received by these conciereee an geMnlly 
takeii in ft cab to the rcaideocA of M. tiaintomer, Uoa La*- 
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es, 18, who opens Iheni, takes a copy if necesBary, and 
reaeals tbem. They are then taken away hy the concierge, 
and given to the letter-carrier at the next doliverj. It is 
not koowo whether or not the postman who delivers the 
letters in the Avenue Montaigne and the Avenue d'Antin 
18 in the service of the 'General Direction of Public 
Security,' but it is evident that if his aid has been dispensed 
with, the services of the concierges of the houses of persons 
whose correspondence the ' Direction ' wished to read 
, were secured. 

"These operations are generally conducted with grent 
icrecy and tact ; but, nevertheless, they do not seem to 
e quite succeeded in the Buc Caumartin, where a woman, 
whose letters had been opened caused an inquii'y to be 
!, which, though conducted by M. Falestrino himself 
br seTcrol days, did not lead to the expected results. 



" Jf. Hyrvoix. 

" The report was current in Parts during the Emperor's 
lay at Flocnbi^res, that M. Hyrvois was occasionally con. 
nected with the inmost life of the Emperor. It was thought 
at the Jlinistry of the Interior that perhaps M. Hyrvoix 
might bavo confided some secrfts, connected with this 

delicate subject, to his mistress, Mme. de ■, who at that 

time resided in the Kue Caumartin. In order to be sure, the 
letters received by this lady for some time were ordered to 
be opeaed, but nothing was discovered, except the usual 
effusions of an absent and uneasy lover. It was the letter- 
, carrier of the Rue Caumartin who delivered these letters to 
e agents of the Ministry of the Interior. 
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'■ The Countas de Ccutiglione. 
" Daring the Emperor's atay at Plombiferea and Biorriu 
the tellers received by Mme. de Caatigiione were opened und 
read by the agents of the Ministry of the Interior. Th« i 
contents of these letUrs and the names of the ptnoo* 
from whom they emanated are not known, neither h U j 
known whether they were delivered up by the port m— Oi 
the concierge (1). 

"Madame iiotti, 

" M. Collet- Meygrel was not on the beat of terms with M. 
Fould, and it was no doubt in order to procure anns to ton 

against bim, that the correspondence of Mme. , 

who was known to be hia mistress, was read. It ia not 
known whether the letters were given up by the lettai- 
carrier or by the concierge. 

" The correspondenceof Mme. dQMontebello(2) WMretd 
by the agents of the Ministry of the Interior, to whom it 
was given up by the letter-carrier charged with the diatri- 
budoD of letters in the Rue de Varennea. 

" Monsieur A. de la Gveronmire. (3) 

"This Councillor of State had beau in a poaiiion lo goom 
the resiiiutioQ to M. Billault of the letters writleu by Un 
at the period of the lint elections to the LegisUtire Bodji 

(1) Han !■ band on tlis mugini In l^e bandwrititig of KayuJacB : 
AtntM uittvi, HBHi could kaet l/*ni /olmd, — N, 

(2) It wu " (A» tadt, " in the miniila. The nuae of ll4daBa J* 
HontebaQo waa writlMi by XapuUon. 

(3) The aix fallowing line* are ennd in Uw minute. 




REPOBT OK U. COLLET-UEYOBGT. 

which letters the persoa of the Frince-F resident of the 
Bepublic was treated in terutB tliat were now rather 
ambarrasaing for the Deputy becoma Mioister of Ihe 
Interior. 

" M. de la Giieronniere is considered to haTe had political 
affinities with M. Fould, and to be partial to him. He had 
OD several occasiooB publicly expressed severe opinions aa to 
the actions of the Direction-Geneial of Public Surety. 
These various circumstauces had caused it to be considered 
useful to learn his private secrets, which were known to be 
of a delicate nature. This was brought about by means of 
his correspondence, which was, it is believed, given up by 
servant lo the agents of the Ministry of the Interior.'' 



Kbq»" 



the Emperor <m M. Collet- Meygrei, Director of 
Public Sureti/. 

[The ft^owing report was annexed to the preceding note, 
which it explains, and in soma sort completes. It is im- 
portant and curious.] 

" The Direction- General of Fublic Surety ought, in con- 
formity with the idea of its institution, to exercise the 
functions of police in the Empire and abroad, everywhere 
where there exist elenients hostile to the Emperor, in 
reality thia is done. It has no agents either in London 
or Jersey ; neither are there auy in Brussels, Holland, 
Switzerland, Fiedmont, nor Spain, where may be found 
emigrants and exiles very bitter against the Empire. It has 
inHned itself to the maintenance in London of two agents, 
I known to the refugees j one is connected 
Evltb the metropolitan polici 



Xhe reports it receives a 






" At home it exerciees the functions or police by fneani 
or the prefecte ani commissaries. The Prefect ofPoUca 
alone gives an^ useful aid, and this functionarj' haa estendHl 
his action and researches throughout the whole Empir«, >nd 
has. with the knowledge of everyone, and with the tacit 
consent of the Minister of the Interior, taken the placa of 
the Direction- General of Public Surely. To Ihe I'rtfecl of 
Police is due the knowledge of the esistence of the eecrM 
societies discovered in 1656 at Niort, Saint- Etianaa, 
Viennp, and Lyons. 

" After having abandoneil, from want of power to k«ep 
it, its natural domain, the Direction-General of Pablie 
Safuty circumscribed its operations to a narrow sphere of ' 
researches for its own benefit. M. Collet-Meygret, a novice 
in the governmental world, not being able to take bis plae* 
bj right of conquest, set about making one for biiDMlfbf 
seeking in the private life of rivals and superiors wenpouft lo 
lie turned against themseWeB. Il was with this end ttuU 
the opening of letters, apart altogether from official autiio* 
risation, and the consent of the Postmaster-General, wu 
carried on to an enormous extent. It has been airrailjr «z- 
plained how this operation was carried on. It was tbna 
that the correspondence of Monsieur Fould and Monaieur 
Hyrvoix with tboir mistresses was obtained ; as also that of 
M. do laGu^ronnicre, the Countess of MontelicUo (1), lb* 
Countess of Costiglione, and of many others. 

" The French and foreign press has also been. Id tb* 
bands of Monsieur Collet-Meygret, a personal mcttiii «t 

(I) Thii tine the nuns wtitiM ij Ki^oleon in Om 
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(brtifjriDg his poailion, bj destroying the reputations of 
persons more influential and important than himself. The 
attacks made by the German and English press against 
Messieurs Morny, Fould, Magne, Rouher, Haussmann, 
Pereire, and even Billault, were frequently inspired by the 
Director- General of Poblic Safety, who furnished the 
subject for diseuasion. The struggle for influence and 
power, which was so violently carried on some fifteen 
months ago between M. Hausamann and M. Pietri, is fresh 
in the memory of all. M. Collet-Meygret endeavoured to 
induce M. Billault to sacrifice the Prefect of the Seine to 
the Prefect of Police. He frequently pointed out to Count 
, Baccioclii the necesaily of this step, and desired tlie attention 
Imperor to be called to it — indicating, at the same 
me, the person most capable of supplanting M. Haussmann 
,, himself. During this time, and in order the better 
support his projecls, M. Collet- Meygret caused an 
lunt of the conflict between the two prefaces to be 
published by the German joui-nals, and eshorted M. 
Billault to be firm. Other newspapers, 
same object, asserted that M, Haussmann wo 
off the conflict advantageously, and that be 
M. Billault at the Minisiry of the Int 
correspondence of the Times, inspired at the Ministry of the 
^^terior, showed its sarcasms on the tone assumed by 
^H. Hausemann with regard to the Minister of the Interior. 
[var other motives, and in a totally different interest, M. 
CoUet-Meygret caused severe attacks to be made on 
M. Pereire and the Credit Mobilier by the foreign press. 
" Such is the use M. Collet-Meygret baa made of the 
mense powers confided to him. It may be easily seen 
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that the good of the State and the interest of the Emperor 
b&ve QOt derived much benefit from them. These abu«e^ 
whiuli, unfortunate If, had become notorious, and th« (ot> 
beurance of the Minister who tolerated them (koowiog timi 
to exist), together with the evidfnt inaction of the Emperor, 
who could not put an end to them because he was ignorniil 
of them, injured l!ie reputation (I) of the Minister gf Um 
Interior. 

" [Great numbere of Prefocts, who ouglit to 
absolute cunliilence, guani, with respect to the jUiQii 
the Interior, the moBtdisquieUng reserve ; the/w 
in their confidential reports ; do not eupport or ile 
when openly attacked ; and very fiequently join 
plaints and recriminationa to (hose of the public, who, it 
must be acknowledged, tlo not want for pretext* oor 
for visiting the Minister with their reprobation.] (2) 

" The office of M. Collet-Moyfrret became the readwvoa 
of men of all sorts and quuliiies. Ue himself to^y &» 
quenllj be seen in places where the duties ol his offioa d> 
not call him. Here, in a few words, i» an eaumeration of 
the Buhjecta he has treated and the relatioaa he haa ffiMfi 
tuned since he ceased to seriouslj exercise hb functions :— 

" Seyttel Atiphalu — M. Plact—Af. Ptrtirt. 

"In lb53, M. Collct-Me;|rret bought froni M. Onerdoa 
the mines of Seyssel-Volant and I'yrimont ; he becsraa a 
partner with the Brothers Beaudoln, and propoaed to M. 
Porcire — alreadjr proprietor of asphalte ii 



(1) 'Ills wordi are vritten 'iff Napohoo. 

(3) The liiua batween brackeU an aiMed ia ibc m 
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rjcHn their interests together. M. Place, who has nince failed 
for aD immenae amount, was entrusted with the negotiation 
of the affair. 
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i' Lighting by goi of the City of Par 
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"M. Billault charged M. Collet-Meygret (whom it did 

It in the least concern) to negotiate with Messieurs 

Pereire, Rothschild, and Margnerite, the new condiiioos 

which the Emperor intended to impose for the renewal of 

privilege of lighting the city hy gas. M. Collet-Mev- 

1 profited by this mission to claim by severity and n 

five hundred actions at the par price of the new 

wheu the same bonds were being eagerly bought up at the 

Bourse at a premium of (ill francs. M. Pereire, indignant 

at the attitude assumed and the sbarpoess displayed by M. 

dlet-Meygret, refused to cede. M. Collet-Meygret ihen 

lused him to be violently attacked by the foreign press, and 

lOtably in the Tima. Officinl intermediaries at length 

ime to an understanding ; the five hundred bonds de- 

lAnded were given by I^I. Marguerite, who received them 

thai purpose &om M. Pereire. 



" Rtlatiojut toiih MM. Mirh, Prost, and Millaud. 

" This incident caused a rupture in the relations between 

M. Pereire and M. CoUet-Meygret. The banker made no 

-mystery of the snare into wiiich he had fallen, and the 

iBos by which he had afterwards escaped. M. CoUet- 

gret then complained to Messieurs Mires and Prost, 

B and enemies of M. Pereire and ibe Credit Mobilier. 

I position of M. Mir&s, who is the proprietor of tliree 
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journals, niiglit eaeily have kept the relaliona between lUl 
lianker and M. CoUet-Meygret eeuret, if the rormer (wbv 
enjoyed an uneuviuble reputation wilh the public) had 
sought lo hide hlmaelf under the prolection of the Im 
M. MinV perpetual boasting placed the public an eourMt 
to these relations ; and it i» well known in Paris ihftL la 
the numerous financial enterpriaes undertaken b}' M. Mireii 
the Director-General ofPublic Safety received a fair nbare 
of encouragement rrom the banker's funds. 

" The journal ' La Verite' now the ' Coarritr de flvit. 

" The intimacy between these two men was manirested 
by the purcbaso of the journal Lit ViriU. This paper 
bought by M. Collet- Meygret in the month of June, 189S. 
The tranaattion was efTected by M. Mauriro, an mtaclu ta 
the Bureau de la J'rctse, and enjoying the special canlidenet 
of M. Collet- Meygret. The property was acquired under 
the name of M. Bordot, hie private secretary, 
the director of the paper. It was verbally 
Monsieur MirOa should become half- proprietor of tb*ij 
and ho furnished the can lion -money (50,000 
£2,000} on a simple receipt from M. liordoi. 

"M. CuUet- Meygret endeavoured by this operation (» 
reioslato liim«eH' in tlie favours o( M. de Uoftiy — by iu*- 
direct means which nere not likely to compromiav bim is 
the estimaiiou of M. Billauli. ]ii cunsequencc, he inirlttd 
MM. Joachim Muiat, Dalioz, and Dugiu, depuiies ui4 
aides-de-camp of Monsieur de Moniy, to take sharaa in iha 
journal La Vrrid. These gentlemen refused to have maif 
connection with U. CoUet-Meygret \ and the latter frolic 
man immediately prepared tor the sale of bis jotu^al, at mi 
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e profit, to MoDsieur MilUad, who consenteil to buy 

it on payment of a surplua of 300,000 francs (£12,000) ou 

the purchasa-moaey. The suaadul caused by this trafficking, 

^ jiombiiied with the opposition of M. Mirfea — who was 

^Heslous that hia rival, M. Millaud, Eihould have a jouraal at 

^H|iB diapoBition — broke up the negotiations. 

^1 " M. Coliet-Meygret then conaidered it advisable to pro- 

^MMe — by M. Auguaie Chevalier, deputy — the cession of a 

BwmBJderable portion of his interest iu the paper La Verite. 

M. Chevalier refused to accept the onua of an intermediary 

in the matter ; he also declined to attempt to bring about 

any reconciliation with M. Pereire — a reconciliation which 

M. CoUet-Heygret greatly desired. Having failed in his 

third effort, M. Coilet-Meygret formed a company, in order 

to bring out the paper Za Verite. M. Mires was admitted 

kia a shareholder in tlie name of one of his most trusty 
Bnends, and that of Mr. Stokes, banker, London, where he 
bttd been previously branded at the English liar. The com- 
pany bore the title of 'U. Bordot and Company,' The docu- 
roent was drawn up by M. Dufuure, nolajy, Pliice de lu 
Bourse, Paris. The company enjoyed but a shorl existence, 
tnd the journal was sold to Monsieur Frost, a banker of 
loubtful reputation, for the sum of 345,000 franc* 
ll(£45,800), but on condition that the name of the journal 
ihould be changed to that of the Courrier de Paris. In the 
inds of M. Prost, the Courrier de Paris became an organ 
* of the Democratic party. The principal editor is M. Felii 
Momaud, who has been the object of stringent meaaures con- 
nected with the law at Public Safety. The assistant editors 
I Bre U. Charles Blanc, and his brother, ISL Louis Blanc, 
lorrespondent in London. 
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"The Coal Mines of GraiaBeaac. 
" Monsieur Collel-Meygret, in company with M. DardenM 
(of Toulouse), M. Moreau (of the Aulic), M. Calret-Rof>niu, 
deputy, and others, bought, for 1,500,000 franca, ibe coal 
mines, cnlled ' le petit bassia de Gmiasessac,' thitrM n 
which were oSered to the public to the amount of thm 
millions of francs. The undertaking, commenced in lh« 
month of June last, was recently completod. The set at 
association was drawn up, and signed in th« ot8o« of 
Mongieur Dufoor, notary. M. CoUet-Meygrel was repfv 
senteil by M. Platard, civil engineer. Tlie interests of l&i 
Director- General iu this operation were not foreign lo ilw 
persistence he bad t^hown in his determination to g«t rid •( 
Monsieur Costa (Prefect of the fU'rauIt), who bad not con- 
ducted himself saiiiifaciorily towards M. Collet-Meygm in 
matters political. It is not intended to support M. Cost^ 
who is totally unknown ; but we have 1)een witncwM of 
the violent hostility evinced by M. Collot-Meygret townrdi 
this prefect — who was not worse than raany others who m* 
allowed to live in peace, because their removal wooM 
satisfy no personal interest — although the Emperor'a aerrm 
i» the departments ought to be conlided m more worthy 
hat) da." 



U. GIItAED I 



. COLLET-METGRET. 



infer 

IF. 



ER-S KEPOllT ON OPENING OF 
LETTERS, &c. 

aneral Accuaitions sgainst M. CoUBt-Moygrat— Snperviaion of 
Correspondence ; M. Fonld, Mme. Botti ; Anonymona Letteri ; 
M. de la Qu^rotmiifre ; Countess de CastiglioDe ; H.M. the 
Empocor — Gas Company Shares — The journal La nrilZ—The 
Figaro and MiiUe. Berdalle — Brochura Dajet — Recriminations of 
M. Collet-Meygret. 

M, Duvergier, ex-Secretaiy-Gatend o/t/ie Fi'eficture 
of Police, 

[Tliifi report completes llie documenta which have alreadj 
been publiahed under tlie head df " Opening of Letters.'"] 

" Monsieur !e Ministre, — After having received from 
your Excellency the misaiou which the Emperor thought fit 
to confide to me, I immediately set about gathering aucii 
informaii'in and evidence us I considered likely to furnish n 
of the questions to which his Majesty's altenlion 
been called. 

The Keeper of the Seals, chained ad interim with the 
porifolin of the Interior, has sent me M. Giraud's notes, and 
a pamphlet entitled ' klectiona of 18o7. If the Emperor 
Knew It," by Dayet. 

" I thought that M. Giraud was the first person I ought 
bear, before he completed the statement of facts, that he 
Ud furnish explanations and proofs, or at least indicate 
sources from which they might \>; had, I wrote to 
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M. Giraud on ihe 30th of August ; bat he did not call upM 
me before the 4th of September. 

" Before giving an account of my inteiriew with hits, 
and with the diSerent persons whom I had called, I ought 
to explain bow t proceeded with the i uvea ligations which I 
hud undertnken, aud in what manner 1 ascertttinod thi 
results, 

'' As soon aa the interrogatory of each of th« peraoaa< 
whom I had heart! was terminated, I wrut« out U lesgtlt 
what 1 had gathered, being desirous ubove all of beti^ 
exact and complete. 

" The ensemble of the depositions which I recaved, tli* 
information with which I was furnished, and the compatiaM 
of these diOerent elements, gave me on certaJo polnU a 
perfect certitude, but still left doubts on others. 

" I shall 6ret bring under tlie Emperor's uMkw. u 
succinctly as possiblo, an appreciation of all the facl« wbiefc 
1 studied ; J shall then reproduce the deposiliona wUdt 
were made, together with the reflections suggested to raa bj 
titem at the time they were received, giving tbein in ihair 
original form, which no doubt reveals tlie mpidily of aa 
immediate drawing up, but which has the advantaf!« «l 
showing tbe impression of the momvni, and the rvul miuo 
of what I had gathered. The notes and exph 
M. Giraud present some general, and, con«cqu«DUy, 
It they point out a great number of 



and determinate mutters. 



'• General Accaintioni, 
■'The &rat, as M. Gitaud himaclf admits, cannot 1m pniva^ J 
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mis, according to him, the organiaation o( the Direction of 

Public Security is defective, and it preyenta the institution 

from giving anygood results. 

^. " M. Collet-Meygret web mixed up with numerous speeu- 

HtUioD?, some of whicli are designated; he used h\s credit 

^pknd authority for the success of linancial operationB in which 

^^e took part ; and he notably accorded to M. Mirfis and to- 

bis jouniuls a protection which was neither just nor dbin- 

leresled ; be used means cnntrury to the public ioterest to 

Pe inserted in certain journals, and notably the Figaro, 
cles favourable to such and such a person, 
[n bis answers, M.CoUet-Meygrei opposes a denial to these 
general allegations. He seeks lo justify the proceedings of 
the Direction at the bead of which he was placed, by an 
expose of his personal views. 

'■ I !iad no opinion lo express on this delicate matter ; 

I simply had to endeavour to get at the truths from state- 

ments plainly made; I bud not to judge of the different 

^Ufceories on the organisation of the general police of the 

^^^Dpire. 

H "I limit myself to the statement that M. Collet-Meygrct 
bad frequent communications with the men most occupied 
in sjieculalions — with Messrs. Mirbs, Millaud, Frosty Mar- 
guerite, &c. ; and that, according lo bis own acknowledg- 
ment, he was engaged in a cenaia number of enterprises at 
the time that he was Director of the Ministry uf the 
Interior. M. Giraud incriminates also the conduct of M. 
Collet-Meygret iu his velutions with the foreign press ; ho 
accuses him of having sent or inspired articles which 
Hiked political personages, public functionaries, or 
companies (uotably M. de Morny, M. Fould, M. 
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Mitgne, Kf. Rouher, M. HauMmann, M. BillauU himaelf, iht fl 
Credil Mobilier. and M. Emile Pereire). 

"M. Colle^ Mey grot pro! esta against Iliew Bllogmlion^J 
which are not accompanied bj aoy proof. 



^upervuion of Corretpondence. 
(Opening of Letters.) 

"The eupervision of privnW correspoudence, whicb Ut 
Giraud in his noles calls At opening nf UUers.'n ■ point 
which he insisiB strougly; »ud there ho ia rery pr« 
he names the agents employed in ihe service, whteb bi 
directed by M, SMintomer ; lie cites seTeral p«noDa arm 
whose corresiwndence thia supervision baa lieeu exenJM^; 
They are U. Hyrvoix, (he Countess de CastigllofM, K. 
Fould, KImc. Boiti, Mme. de Montcbello, uid H. 4t Ih 
GufironniiJre. 

"In two passii^fsofliisDotes, M. Giraud pays T«ryeI«Brij|f 
that the Uireclor of Public Security had the culpable 
city to cause the correspon deuce of the Empcrar to kt' 
oiamiued. 

" At 1b*1 he esplainf the motives for tho MJEOta of 
letters of M. Fould aud M. de la Gudronniiire. U. 
Mrygret, ho says, it on had terms uith M. t'auld, ll 
doubt, with the view of proniritig arm ogainM Aim i 
corrttpondenee of Mme. Dotti km rtad. Another 
tliu» conceived : M. de la Gmronnien u coMt'i/erwf m i« 
polilkai opiniont rimilar to thou of M, FoiM. . . , 
had on teveral oceationt exprttaed satre ojriitutu tm 
Dirtator-Oemral of Public Surety. The** differtmt dm 
itaiKtt caiittd U to be coiuidered otefiJ lo btcome aejwau 
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FintA his private secrets, which were known to be of a delicate 
nature. It ia certain that for a long time past a eervice 
charged with the supervision of private correapondence lias 
been established at the Ministry of the Interior. M. Saint- 
omer haa directed it for the last twenty-seven years. 

" Under the Goremment of July the correspondence of 
the King with M. Gnizot was, either by accident or design, 
Intercepted. M. has acknowledged it. 

" This service is capable of receiving different impulsions ; 
it may be directed into useful channels for the general 
safety, or it may be employed simply for the purpose of 
satisfying indiscreet cnrioaity or pei'sonal interests. 

" The abusive extension and bad direction which this 
service had undergone, and which M. Giraud makes the 
principal ground of accusation against M. Collet-Meygret, 
the contrary, attributed by M. Saiutomer to M. 

raud. 

I " The correspondence of M. Hyrvoix was seized. M. Saint- 
ner, M. Hyrvoix, and M. Coliet-Meygret avow the fact ; 
toy explain it in the following manner : — 

" During the stay of the Court at Corapifegne some journals 
bad published unseemly articles, and it was considered 
necBHsary to know the persons who furniiihed Ihem with 
information. Letters bearing the Compl&gne postmark were 
the objects of research, and amongst the number were those 
of M. Hyrvoix addressed to Mme. Bonnald. 

" It is certain that. M. Sainlomer ought, with some few 

exceptions, only to look over such correspondence as is 

indicated to him. If, then, he looked over the correapon- 

I ^nce of Mme. Botti, it is because the Administration ordered 

I to do so. Now, the Director, in giving him tliis 
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miaston, knew, as he himself admits, the relations of tbii 
lady with M. Fould ; bo could not, therefore, have 
surprised, as he pretended to be. Neither is it to b* 
believed that it was the short Italiau phrase, ' cara Popilt 
del mio cor,' that determined M. Saiotomer t 
letter. He must have known, intelligent as he is, that tfawa 
vrords did nut conceal a plot. 

Anonymous LttUrs — M. Fould. 

"Anonymous letters were addressed to M me. Fanld, in 
which the pretended relalioos between her htubanil i 
]Mme. Boiti were revealed to her. These lellor* wi 
shown by M. Fould to M. Collet-KIeygret, whom ba eon* 
suited as to the means of finding out the person hy wboiB 
they were wrillen. 

"M, Collet-Mejgret after having eompareil ths Idui4-' 
writing, eTidently disguised, with ihat of M. Uir 
that of a lady named Trablaine, who was formerly u > 
of the Administration, came lo the conclusion tl 
either one or the other who had written the^e li 
rather he pretends that it was M. Fould bin 
entertained that idea on comparing llie handwriting*. 

"M. Giraud repels these suspicions by pointing out I 
Hince he had iiuitled the Ministry, he had no means of p 
curing precise informHlion oa to the contents of the l«U«n ( J 
he throws buck the accusation on M Collet-MeygreL 



M. Fould— Mm. BoUi. 

" It vrM from the same motivea, and equally aniaU 

tionalty, that the note written by M. Foald to Mme. Botlfl 

wu seized. H. Soiuloraer Myt ttiat it was perhaps tbfl m 
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ritaliDD desinence of Mme. Botli'a Dame that attracted the 
Bteeation or the agents. He affirms that he was entirelj 
ignorant of any relations that might have exisied between 
that ladj and M. Fould ; that he did not know M. Fould's 
handwriting, and that if ho considered it hia duty to trans- 
mit the letter to the Direction of the Public Security, it was 

, because it terminated in a few Italian words which he did 

" Ab for M. Coliet-Meygret, he said that as soon as he 
! that the letter was written by M. Fould, he 
rdered all supervision to ceaae. 
" M. Giraud combats the explanation by saying that M. 
Coliet-Meygret could not have recognised M. Fould's hand- 
writing, as M. Saintomer never transmits the originals ; he 
copies the letterst and then has them forwarded to their des- 




(iifttion. 
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" MM. Saintomer and Coliet-Meygret acknowledged 
that this is how things went on. But M. Coliet-Meygret 
pretended that he did not tell me, as I understood, that he 
had recognised M. Fould's handwriting. I then asked him 
why he had fancied that this letter, unsigned, was from M. 
Fould. He replied that he knew that Mme, Botti was M. 
Fould's mistress, and that on seeing the letter he had under- 
itood. This last reply did not appear to me to be satia- 
factory. 

" In the first pltce, I do not believe I was mistaken in 
I the sense of the first explanation which he gave me ; I 
I fdainly beard that it was the sight of the handwriting of the 
k jBtter that bad enabled him to rec<%nise the author. In the 
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second place, chance could not have had such a great in- 
fluence, aa M, Saintomer pretends, on the directioD eom- 
mentL-d to the researches anii on their reBulta. 

" Uuth say that they hnd not the sUgblut ial«rMt in 
Boning discord in M. Fould's domestic life ; both nUMntaltt 
that it cannot be aupposed that they wrote, or caae«d lo ha 
writt«n, ibeM anonymous letters with the odioos idaa o( 
altribiiiingthem the one to the other. 

No light whatever has been thrown upon this But-jew, 
which remains enveloped in doubts. 

Mormeur de ta Gvironniirt, 

" The supervision practised over the corruKpomlmco of 
M. de la Guifronni^re is explained by M. Collet-MeygrM w 
a rery plausible tnanuer. 

" ' A MadaDie de la ,' he says, ' had succeeded to 

getting herself received at the Tuileries ; her means of 
existence appearing equivocal, the Duke de Bassano, or 
Count Tascber de la Pagerie, demanded of the Diroclioo of 
Public Security information as to the antecedents and tba 

situation of Mate, de la . In the coutsq oi tfaoM 

researches the letters of M. de la GuL^rotmi^re woro fouad.' 

" It may be understood that in lliis case it was cJiaofla 
that brought to light letters which were not sought ivt. 

The Counltt* de Ciutiglione. 

" lu their lint dcctamtinns, M. Suintomer and M. CoUal- 
Meygret afflraiod that n» auperviiiiun waji exorcitml of«r 
the corroajiondoiico of the Countr-M dn Casti)(l(o»e. Thl^ 
atiU persial in this ; but they nhuuld, whan 1 iniomgalad 
UietB( ban auticipaied a question which I did not aakt mmA 
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have told me that it was coneidered adviaabla to exercise a 
certain superviaioa over Mme. de Caetiglioue'e bouse. This 
ihey did not do. 

" I afterwards heard M. Laurot, a clerk in the Bureau 
of Public Security. 

" M. Laurot declared to ma that all tha papers which 
were collected were carefully classified by himself, and even 
bound iu green covers ; that they were folioed ; that several 
of these papers had disappeared ; that this disappearance is 
to be attributed to M. Giraud and his brother; that the 
voluminous brief of Mme. Trablaine, which had been put 
into the hands of M. Emiie Giraud {brother of H. AmeJee 
Giraud) was not returned. He added that among the 
papers gathered and placed with the others were two notes 
relative to the Counless de Caatiglioue, one anuouncing her 
arrival, and the other her departure, and also a letter 
addressed to tiiat lady. 

" I asked M. Laurot who that letter was from, and what 
it contained. He answered that he did not remember. 

" il. Laurot's tone, and the impartiality witli which he 
stated what was favourable or unfavourable to M. Collet- 
Meygret and M. Giraud, leads me 10 believe in the sincerity 
of his declarations. 

" M. Saintomer and M. Collet- Meygret, heard separately, 
could not deny the existence of two police notes. M. Saint- 
omer even told me that it was one Richard, his of&ce-boj, 
who went to the Countess de CastigKoue's house, under 
pretence of offering wine which he was com missioned to 
sell. 

"As for the letter, lliey persist in declaririg, as I have 
already said, that they had never seen il, or at least thai lliey 
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have no recollectioo of it ; an<l M. Sftintom^r adds thftt bs 
himself could not ftccoi:nt for juch forgelfulnesa j th«l he 
should have forgotten ten Inttere rnther thnn on«, becaoM 
one single letter would more vividly have altrHCt*d hia atteo- 
tton ; in ihe last interrogatory he made tlie same »iAtem«nL 

" M. Collet-Meygret, on hearing of llie dcolaratioo of 
M. Laiirot, called upon him at his bureau ; on qntl.ting Mm 
lie hastened to tell me that M. Lanrot had no recollectioa of 
the existence of the letter. 

" There could be no doubt — there was no douht in nj 
mind — as to what M. Laurot told me. I wrote out hi* 
dpposition iminediHtel^. I asked liim from 'wliom the letter 
came, and what were its contents; so he must bare spoken 
of it. 

" I liad him recalled, and showed him his ftrst deelwr» 
tion. He answered me Ihnt it coniained the truth ; thai «• 
the sight of M. Collet'Me^gret, to wliom he owed hi* plaee, 
he had not the courage to tell him to his face anything l&at 
he supposed would be disagreeable to hini. 

" This moment of weakness on the part of M. LitDrot — 
who, I repeat, appeared to me to be an honest man — a«t». 
blishes more clearly than ever the fact thai n tetter aildi«Mal 
lo the Countess deCastigliono was seiied. Itisccnun thU 
U. Saietomerknewit, for tbe letter must have panrdtfart)a(b 
bis hands. M. Collet-Meygret could not have been igDOruk 
of it, for nobody would have thought of concealing the exiab- 
en(^e of a U-tier whiuh was, like all the others, duwd in 
M. Lnurol's list. At loaat, this appears rery HU^plciuoa. 

" At present veriHeation is impoMihle, aa at the monMat 
that M. Collet-Meygret quitted the Dtrection-Genend aU 
the briefs were destroyed. 
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"I Bliould point ont that M. Saintoiner affirms that the 
I order in obedience to which the two notes relative to Mme. 
I de Cflsticlione were sent was gireo by M, Giraud, 
[ H. Giraud denies tbia. 

Correspondence of His Majetty the Emperor. 
"The assertion of M. Giraud that the correspouilence of 
the Emperor himself was not respected is not proved. M. 
Saintomer, M. Jugia, chef du bureau, M. Lauroi, and M. 
Collel-Mpygret all agree in saying that no letter was ever 
seen at the Direct ion -General. M. Giraud supposes that 
the attempts were without result. Such is the spirit of his 
notes and his declarations. In my last interview with him 

me that, in course of conversation, one day yonr 
Excellency had made this reflection : — 'In all this there 
have been none of the Emperor's letters.' 

I pointed out to M. Giraud that it was the first time he 
had brought your Excellency's name into his allegatiooa ; 

lad not mentioned this reflection cither in his 

lOtes or in the long conversations we had had ; 
that U. Collet-Meygret had spontaneously dcchired that he 
lid have betrayed the Minister and the Emperor if the 
.Scrutiny of his Majesty's letters were permitted; and that 
consequently it was impossible to admit the truth of what 
he had just said. 

" To these observations he replied that the reflection 
indicated, on the part of the Minister, rather a feeling of 
satisfaction than regret. I insisted that a feeling either of 
aatisfaction or regret went far to prove that a supervision of 
his Majesty's letters had been established. M. Giraud did 
It reply. 
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Gas Company Shares. 

" Another order of things ia pointed out hj M. Gtraud. 
According to his notes, M. Collet-Meygret took advanUg* 
or the commission which had been given to him to n^oiiau 
with Messrs. Pereire,RothBchil(li and Marguerite tho affiur 
of lighting by gas, lo tUinand Jkttlff and menacini/li/ Jitt hun- 
dred shares. It is difficult to conceive by what right M, 
Collet -Meygret could have made such a demand in an affair 
with which he had nothing to do, and in which be had na 
ioflueDce. 

"I have learnt thatM. Collet- Meygret was interested with 
M. Marguerite in a coat-roine. I made inquiries tn oHar 
to find out whether this aSTuir was not a nae to disguiM tb* 
afikir of the gas shares. The information I received waa 
entirely reassuring. The matter in question refera to a 
society formed for the purpose of workinjr a coal min* 
situated in the basin of Graissessac. The affair haa not 
commenced ; the shares are not quol^ at the Uourao. Tfa* 
deed was received by M. Uufour, notary. The sharehotilari 
arQ M. Marguerite, senior; M. Mart[uerite, junior t tfce 
father-in-law of this latter, M. Moreau (of the Aube) ; M. 
Levy, judge at the Tribunal of Commerce; all entightanerf 
and honourable men, neither easily deoeivtnl, nor diopond 
to leiiil tliemsblves to a fraud. 



The Jmintal " La VtriU." 

" The acquisition of the journal La ViriU wm made fa^ 1 
M. ColU'i-Miygret, under the name of M. Ilordol, b U 
month of July, 1856, for the sum of 120,000 franca fndj I 
money- M. Mir^s ia interested in ihe atlair. 
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n toselltiie | 



the 23rd 



I 



aJler this acquisition, permiesic 

< granted lo the director. 

"This journHl was ufterwarda re -sold, oi 

■February, 1857, to M. Proet for 245,000 francs. 

It has since ihiit tiuii; been carried on in u a|)iril hostile 
to the Go' 

" M. Girauil expected that M. Collet-Meygret would deny 
participation in the operation, and that he would endeavour 
to represent M. Bordot aa the sole proprietor. U. Cnllet- 
Meygret did udi, however, adopt these tactics. From the very 
■■opening of the conversation he distinctly acknowledged that 
the properly had been acquired on his own account. Thus 
clear that he bought a political journal, representing 
his shore as one-third, and having the direciiou of (he pres^ 
amongst his attributions. What, was hie intention ? He 
states that he never meditated making a speculation, or 
acquiring any personal political influence — that he wished 
to prevent the journal falling Into the hiinds of M. Emile 
de Girardin — that he thought it would be of service to the 
Govemmeut to publish it, as an evening journal, at a very 
low price. Ho stiites that the great difference between the 
purchase- money and the price of its re-sale was absorbed 
by the enormous expenses required for the puhlioMtion of a 
joomal with only 30UO subacrihers, and without advertise- 
ments ; by the indemnities which are always paid to the 
irector and the employtJs ; and, lastly, by the fees due to 
Oufour, notary. 

' AL Bordot, the director, remitted to me, as a ti^atimouy 

be truth of this assertion, a register, the accounia, several 

umenls, and a memorandum. M. Collet-Meygret added 

i|hat some of the membcrFi of the Legislative Body — espe- 
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cially M. Dalioz and M. Murat — whose patroiiago be had 
expected to obtaiD, hud decliued to accord it ; that tlic 
opposition which a low-priced pHper would have offered to 
the Patrie was an obaiacle to the execution of (he project 
which he had conceived ; that he bad not dreamt of re- 
maining the proprietor oi the acquisiliou he had made ; Umi, 
first of all, he had eudeavoured to foria a society for (be 
administration of the journal ; that, in the next pl«oe, ba 
had opened negotiations with M. Milluud for its tale, Iwt 
did nut BU(.-Geed ; lliat, expeciallj, your Excellency refuMil 
to permit its «nlo to M. Milluud, because a portion of Ika 
price consisted of a part of the interest in tbe new journal, 
and thut thus the equivocal position would be mainuuned i 
that, in fine, your Excellency haatouod to eedt- (he journal 
to M. Frost, u. college companion ; that, it auihurisaiKMi witf 
given to sell the paper in tbe streets, it was becauM tli« de- 
mand made by the Abbe Migne had not encouuiered tbe kaM 
opposition on the part of the Prefect of Police, aad wouU 
have been accorded to thu proprietors of all nows]M^r» ; 
that, if it was afterwards conducted iu a spirit of iippoMtivBi 
M. ProeC was not to blame, but M. Felix Murtma J^ lh» 
principal editor ; that &I. Prost, exercising the rigt 
be had reserved to himself, dismissed M. Uura) 
installed liim in the direction of the Courrier <k 
journal of much less hostile principles. 

" It ciinnut l>e admitted that the d«sir« oitljr to 
prevent La fcrUr from fiiUiiig into tlie enemy's haodi, kdiI ib 
Mtablish a new organ favourable to tbe Govanimenl, abimld 
have induced M. Collet-Ueygret to risk an imporiaut ymn 
of l)U fortune ; but it would be unjust to affirm that 
seotimenls did not iuflueuce bis determtnatioa. 
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be was principallj inspired by the hope of acquiring 
political power, and at the same time making an advaa- 
tageoua Bpeculation. 

" The liooliB and accounts produced by M. Bordot prove 
that the expenses incurred or to be incurred couaiderably 
dJminidh the sum of 125,000 franca, which is the difference 
between the purchase-money and that of the sale ; but it is 
cot established that thia aum was entirely absorbed. Besides, 
if such were the case, it would only prove that the specula- 
tion had not succeeded — and iiol thut the speculation had 
Dot taken place. The excuse thus put forward is not 
established ; it is, without any doubt, untrue. 

" M. Pereire, who ia not aninmled with the beat of 
dispositions towards M. CoUet-Meygi'et, [jivea an account of 
an iuterview which ho had with the latter ia the bureaux of 
the Credit Mobilier, on the same day that the Council of 
the admin istratioQ deliberated — not on the gas question, 
but on the question of a new emission of Credit Mobilier 
obligationa. On thia occasion M. Collel-Meygret made no 
demand; M. Pereire had, consequently, nothing to refuse. 
But the laiter, eipresaing himself with Pxtreme reserve, 
with marked repugnance, made it understood that the 
visit of M. Collel-Meygret had an interested motive. 
Presaed by a question, either in a first or second 
interview, M, Pereire, referring lo a statement he had made 
to the Emperor, permitted it to be known that later M. 
Marguerite gave to M. Collet-Meygret, not 500, but 200 
actions of the Gas Company. Were these actiona given oa 
a present, or at par with the profit of the premium at which 
I liiey were sold T This is the lact I wished to know when 
I wished lo call M. Marguerite, junior, whom 1 supposed 
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ait cotirant to his lato father's aJTairs. M. Pereire, to 
I communicaied my intention, (lissuaded roe ; be assured ma 
that M. Marguerite, junior, was quiie ignorant of the 
tions of his falher. I persisted ; and M. Marguerite tii)swere<l 
to my invitation. He inrormed roe that he was perrectlj 
initiated in all the negotiations concerning the (1m Com- 
pany : and he proved this by the account he gave ine of tba 
whole transaction — an account which is iu peiTcct lutrmonj' 
with that of M. Pereire. He confessed that the aciioM 
were given in order to insure certain influences which wtn 
thought necessary, even iimongst people accustomed t» b* 
near the Emperor; ai the same time adding that 
measures which had been employed had inspired hi 
which had not been realised, 
my reit«raied questions, to giv 
but stated that he did not kuow — did not beliavo— ihsi H. 
Collet-Meygret had received any actions. Ho added ibu 
he could not understand why any should be given to 
Mnce he had no inSuenoe to exercise, aud that nobodjr 
suppose him to be intereBted in the matter. 

'■ Anotlier person, whose evidence I have recuivvd (U. 
Augusie L'hevalier), declared, in expressing his 
being called in the inquiry, that he was a witnes* of Um 
indignation of M. Pertire, the day after M. Coliet-Mcjrgnt 
Lad demanded the actions. There is evidently aonw 
tuHioii hero. M. I'eveire might probably lutva alluded lo 
the object SI. Collet'Moygrot had iu view; but uot to 
demand which had never bt>eu made. Thus, m> fiu- i 
a furinul duumud is coucerued — a demand accompaai* 
with menaces — nothing of the vort took placo. 
ia not clear that any subsequent secret delivery ol aeiitN 



He refused, noiwii 
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tnok place by M. MurgueriW, senior, to M. Collet-Meygret. 
On ihe ope side, the declarations of M, Pereire, however 
reiicent, are of grent weight. Those ho made to ihe Em- 
peror appear to have been more espUcit. How could any 
one suppose M, Pereire capable of making a calumnious 
kllegationT On the other side, M. Marguerite, senior, is 
positive ; and notwithstanding his relations wiih M. Collet- 
Meygret, his declaraiion possesses some authority. What 
lius been said concerning the side of the paper in the streets 
is exact. The spirit in which the Courrier de Pai-ia was 
conducted since it became the property of M. Frost cannot 
be attributed to M. Collet-Meygret. When he sold it, he 
waa induced to do so by his financial situation — by your 
Excellency's orders, in fact — was glad to accept the offer 
ii>ade him, without thinking or caring about what might 
become of the journal in the bands of its new proprietors. 
At tlie sume time there was no reason to apprehend the 
slightest d:inger. 

^B The " Figaro."— Mdlle. BerdalU. 

" On the reproacli being made to M. Collet-Meygret of 
having coerced the Figaro in favour of Mdlle. Berdalle de 
la Porameraye, he replied that the Figaro had praised 
Mdlle. Berdalle when she was at the Conservatoire (Academy 
of Music), and that he did not know her ; that, later, when 
she made her debal at the Opera, the Figaro wrote strongly 
against her. It appears that it was Madame Billault who 
ioterestcd herself on behalf of Mdlle. Berdalle, whum she 
knew aa a very worthy young person, deserving of en- 
couragement. 
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Brochure Dwjd. 

"M.CoUet-Meygret is not mention sd in this ptimphlot, wfaiek 
ilenouDc«B the fact of the arbitrary Buppression of ibe joaniil 
La Liberie, publiithed at Lille by M. Dayet. in an exoellent 
political spirit, and which was worth SOO.OOOfr. (£12.000^ 
The puniphlet adds thai ihia act orspotiation was committor 
in order to advance the iiiterestB of an illiterate prottgr tiftit 
Press Bureau, who insured by the transaction aa wiimI 
iiicomeof 15,000 francs (£600); that the Admi 
had BO little complaint against M. Dayet, that 
retained as director of the newspaper founded to 
Liberie. The responsibility of these facts, if thej 
would necessarily fall on M. Collet-Mcyt^ret. In nfiitinf^ 
them, he replies : — That tlie journal of M. Dayel wni i 
ducted in a Legitimist and religious sense ; thu it 
under the patronage of M. Kotb-Bemard, the devoted In 
of the Cuthoiic party in the North ; that th« Fraf«et 
the Procuror- Imperial uttached great imporianc« to 
suppression of the journal ; that such suppression ^ ni 
take place in virtue of the discretionary power conQd«d 
tlie Administration ; that it was the forced consetiucaoe 
the application of Article S2 of the decree of the 17l 
February, 185^, after two condoinnaiions ; that iho 
had invited the assistance ol the Direclor-Goni 
foundation of a new journal; that AI, I^rdin, 
hitiJ been the editor of a Journal at Lyons, and 
known lo the Prefi-ul, Lad been sent to Lille t tlikl ' 
treatctl M. Dayet in a very cunciliulury spirit, paid hlu 
Indemnity of 20,000 francs, and tlint he retaineJ Ua 
editor at a salaiy of 4oOO francs (£160) a-jew j 
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Q several occftsions for acts of violence, 
recommended ; that ha lost his poai- 
tion on the journal by the intervention of the Prefect ; and 
thai, in fact, the pamphlet he publiahed was an electoral 
squib, in the interest of M. Brame, an Opposition candidate, 
fur vrhicli the latlor paid the sum of 3000 francs. 
|- "M. Collet-Meygret produced some letters from the 
■Preiect of the Nord, which justify (especially that of the 
nOth February, 1654) what has been e 
suppreseioD of the journal. All the other facts ci 
this business are not so clearly established ; but the sup- 
pi'ession, which is the base of the accusation, not being open 
to serioua incrimination, the responsibility of M. Collet- 
Meygret would not appear to mo to be engaged, if, in the 
decliiratiane he hus made to me, he had not informed me 
that M. Lardin had no financial resources. It was thus 
necessary to inquire into the means he had employed to 
meet the expenses of a journal, nnd to pay indemnities lo 
M. Dayet and others. U. Collet-Meygret infurmed me that 
be had caused tolerably pretty importimt sums to be advanced 
lo H. Lardin ; that he had rendered himself respoasible for 
the reimbursement of those suras ; and that, according to all 
appearances, he would still bo obliged to pay from 3^,000 
to 40,000 francs still due. This revelation created doubts 
u to the motives which M. Collet-Meynjet could have ha<l 
to act as he did. Had he cnrried zeal and disinterestedness 
to such a point as to venture his fortune or his credit in the 
public interest ? Had he, on the contrary, been emulated 
by feelings of ambitinn or speculstion ? Such is the 
question, which does not appear capable of a solution 
Ihvourabto to M. Collet-Meygret. 
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Becriminationa of M. CotUl-Mcygjtt. 

" In order to preaent a Bummary of the conrideniioM 
which maj atteouate, on the odq band, the cbamclcr of tb* 
acts imputed to M. .Collet-Mejgret, and, on the other, tbe 
confidence Jue to the testimony of M. Giraud, I tkink U 
neccBaary to say a few words concerning the recriroinationi 
of the former, and the replica of the latter, M. CoU*^ 
Meygret asserts that KL Oiraud owes his position to hia ; 
that he has shown him for a considerable time the nxM 
lively afTection ; that he \» culpable towards hint of grcM 
ingratitude; that he waa discharged from the Mitiutry 
heeauBc ho neglected his duty ; thai, after his depariaro, b* 
revealed facts which had come under his observation whUlt 
in the Miniairy ; that he deoounced acta which he had pr»> 
viously promoted ; that, eepeciiilly, he had token an adi** 
pari in the editorship of the Viriti ; that he waa iol 
in ihe specuUtion to ao importaot eiieat;tbat 
he wished to withdraw his capilul ; that, iu fact, b« witt 
drew it, as shown by a receipt in full for 4,000 fruics. 

" M. Giraud replied that he luid been the friend of M. 
Collet-Ueygret, but that, having been sacnfloed hy hia 
(sold ?) he used reprisals ; that, if he had taken put ia acta 
which he condemns, be only obeyed the orders of his Kipe< 
riorH ; tijut, in speaking of the actions of the Gas Conpanf 
given to M. Collet-Meygret, he only repeated what poUitt 
runiour had already revealed { that he deair«d a) 
rctulc the uecusatious of curruptiou which were 
the whole of the perajanel of the Direction of Pabltol 
that ho had contributed to tlie VMU the informatioii vl 
wue given to all the other journab j that he waa not at all 
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have completely 
(loubtful, and I 
ought to make 
the 8ub- 



interested in the eoterpriae ; that he 0017 lent moneywhich 
he afterwards obtained with coosiderable difficulty ; that he 
never exposed the Becrete of (he Administration ; that he 
even refused to reveal them to M. de Persigny ; iliat it was 
only to the Emperor, and on his Majesty's order, that he 
told what be knew. 

" These esplanatioas possess only a secondary interesi ; 
but 1 have not thought it my duty to pass them over in 
•ilcnce. The Emperor, in his wisdom, will appreoiate the 
influence tbey are capable of exercising on the events which 
have been the object of my investi gat ions. 

" I should have wished M. le Miniatre U 
cleared up everything which s 
have asked myself if, in order to do si 
renewed efTorts, and lo call before me a 
alterns, the letter-carriers, the concierges {porters), desig- 
nated by M. Giraud. After mature reflection, I have de- 
cided not to to adopt this means, which would have deprived 
the iuquiry of its confidential character ; besides, with 
people of consideration and importance, a magistrate only, 
armed with a tneuacing authority, can exercise his influence. 
If, in conclusion, the position of the subalterns ia fairly con- 
sidered, the profound conviction is that their depositions 
are so evasive that the real truth cannot be obtiuned. 
Besides, their revelations could not expose secreta to which 
they have not hitlierto been initiated. 

"I therefore transmit to you the result of my investiga- 
tions, regretting, at the same time, that on some points 
they cannot be of more service. 

" I pray your Excellency to accept the homage of my 
rofouud respect. " V. H. Duvergier. 

"OcL 12, 1867." 
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KOUHEK'S PERSONAL HEPORT TO THE 
EMPEROR, 1867 TO 1870. 

tlemorandum on the choice of a Mmister of the Interior — Fint 
PresideQU and Procurore-Oeneisl —Prafect*— Council of Bb 
LegTHlaliTB Body— Senate— Fropoaition* of proawtioa in lh> 
Legion of Qonour. 



(38.) 

" MiNisTBT OF State, 

" Cabinet of the Mixik 
" Memorandum/or the Emperor. 

" The choice of a Minister of the Interior is, tit alt 
a djfiicull and imporlanl matter ; but under the | 
c i re um stances the appointment possesses an iniporuac* 
qui to except ioniJ. In fact, the new Minister will be caD«4 
uj>on to take an active part ia the discussions of ihe L«git> 
lutive Body; ho ought to organise the Jer«nce of (b 
Government in respect of the new regime of Uie pn n tt 
direct, in fine, the general elections for the remjwkl of tht 
Chamber. These numerous responsibilities will nqaiK 
great aptitude ; tho new Minister will lie required to ftdd M 
greut quickness a rcadiuci^s and dexteritj of speech, mad I 
perfecllj clear explanation of Empire polices, in ordar M 
determine the direction to be tftken by the « 
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and to rectify the faise statementa of the Opposition press by 
rommuniques. This part of his attributions will necessitate 
tlie moBt vigilant attention and the most prolonged applica- 
tion. In fine, in the difficult art of managing such an 
Administration — an art which ia abaolutel}' neceaaary in such 
a department — he ought to act with great firmneBS, either by 
eliminating from the Prefectoral Administration those who 
are incapable of or inadequate to their work, and replacing 
them by men intelligent and serious; or by keeping from 
the electoral urn the votes of those who have exaggerated 
pretensions — miserable parasites — and to render the urn 
accessible only to the real inituences existing in each 
department. 

" In presence of a programme the accomplishment of 
which is 80 difficult, it is essential, in considering the report 
submitted to your Majesty, to put aside all party feeling, 
hU ideas of preference. Necessary though it be to preserve 
to the Ministry its freedom of action and its homogeneity, in 
excliiiling from it contradictory and discordant elements, it 
is equally neeesaary to look for atreugth in the fusion and 
conciliation of different shades of opinion, especially if it is 
possible to secure & Minister who has already given proof of 
his influence and authorily. The post of Minister of the 
Interior is in fact a very delicate one for a debiitant. 

" It is with a peculiarly business object that I have recon- 
ndered all the names comprised in the great bodies of tha 
Slate, and of the high functionaries of tlie Administration, 
and of the department of Justice. I will therefore review 
the names of all the personages who appear to me eligible, 
«nd will report to your Majesty what I think of each. 
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"First Presidents and Froeurors-General. 

"Amongst these magistrates the greater portioa brnv* 
pursued a career exclusively judicial, and conceDtrat«d their 
efforts on tbe etudy of tbn law. Already arrived at « 
mature age, it would be with great diffleulty that they could 
conform ihemselves to the oocessities of a oew career, and 
enter upon iheir duties with the vigour required. One ouly 
amongst them appears to me to have revealed the qualificn- 
tioo and poiitical knowledge necessary in tbe emergeucy— 
it is Moneieur Millevoye, Procuror-General at Bouen. U« 
is an astute obeerver of oventB and of men. Weakoeaicf 
of character are attrlhuted to him, especially that of dupli- 
city : these imputations have exposed bim to much abuw. 
Where lies the truth? I cannot say with certitude. 

" FrtficU. 
" The Emperor bos put on one side the CAn<li<!atur«i of 
Prefects, because the Prefect of [he Seine would coovidM' 
himself greatly humiliated if a Prefect of one of the depart* 
ments of Prance were placed at the head of the Mioint? of 
the Interior. But, before adhering to this ohjcciioo, it if 
necessary to inquire whether the candidature of M. Ilauw 
mann should not be accepted. It is quite unneceamrj lo 
offer here any appreciation of the uaefulnew of thia 
functionary. Your Majesty ii better acquainted with il 
than myself. He is great in every way — in good aod bad 
qualities ; but be possesses an in comestible superiority 
others, and knows how to defend bis policy in 
This choice, therefore, appears to be logical, but iiud«r iwa 
conditions, which I wUl explain : — Ut. Would he undertkka 
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> carry out tbe progranmie adopted a few days ago by 
your Mujesly at Biat-ritz ? and, 2nd. Would he renounce 
tbe adminislratiou of the department of the Seine, without 
being permitted to transfer his fiinctiona to eome peraoii 
who enjoyed his coofiJence? The Emperor ought not td 
lose sight of ihe fact tbut, ia order to place tbe adminiatra- 
tion of the department of the Seine under the authority of 
a Ministry, a law would he required to be passed to that 



effect. 



would, at this 

inderstood, the Prefect 
B position, your Majesty 
1 as to the caudi dates bips 



Now, legislation in private 
., have but little chance of bui 

" If, from considerations easily i 
of the Seine decided to maintaiu hi 
would be free from any preoccupatio: 
of other Prefects. In that case, three names are eligible : 
MM. I'ietri, Leroy, and CheTreau. 

" The Emperor knows better than I do that the Prefect 
of Police ai present in oHice is honest, intelligent, and 
devoted. He is faithful in the greatest acceptation of the 
term. He would bring to the Administration of the 
Interior all the laborious aitentioo, all ibe experience, 
necessary. The only scruple I feel with respect to tliia 
choice, and which it is necessary that the candidate should 
either confirm or cause to disappear, ia whether he is com- 
petent to undertake the duties of such an arduous office, 
and to confront the polemics of a debative assembly. 

"Baron Leroy posseBses all the exterior appe«rances, all 

the admin is trative authority, necessary to a Minister of the 

Interior; and he ia further endowed with a facility of 

elocution and speech which would cauao hlra to become 

t'iriiat the English call a great ' debater.' 

" But he is reproached with having a weak character, and 
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a sort or political acepticiam. Ih this double accuBstion 
well founded ? I only know M. Leroy very ilistanlly; bui 
he is evidently a man of ripe experience, who has neter 
hitherto imparted osalted or exaggerated proportion* to 
Ilia devotion to the Empire. But he lias now been many 
yenrs the Prefect of the Seine'Inferieure; he has been coo- 
xuinlly pliiced between two partie.'t — the class of Soeialiau 
always to be found amongst on agglomeration of workmvn, and 
the ardent Protectioaista of blind and selfish tradesmen— 
ai)d he has upheld worthily the influence of the Government. 
In exercising functions under which many give way, he ha* 
constantly and gradually fortified his poai^on. Ar« not 
these sufRciently serious guarantees! 

" Monsieur Chevreau on many occoaions haa nudn i 
speeches remarkable from a political point of view — epeccbM 
which indicate that he is peculiarly adapted lo Parliamen- 
tary strife. But is this all that is necessary T Would H. j 
Chevreau apply himself aulBcieully to the hard work a 
constant vigilance necessary for the adequate sarveilknov oS I 
the press ? Of easy disposition, connected iu I^aria wtth I 
meuibers of pohtical parlies the most violently oppOMdWj 
each other, he is always liable to he led astray ; 
deila/eraimld is too strong for him ; and his admin 
in often a series of alternatives, of excesses, of devot 
indifference. At Lyons, in the midst of amiable qiltHllH ' 
and gracious forma, hia inconsistency of conduct i 
administration was well known ; and I believe him U 
utterly powerteaa there aa he was at Nantes befon 
ftir Lyons. 
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will now examina Xhepersonncl of the great bodies 
, or the State. I only see in the Council of State the 
i capable of recommendation : — 






LfoUoi 

■ MM. Vuitry, MM. De Parieu, 

^B Duvergier, De Lavenay, 

H Riche, Genteur, 

H Pinard, Jolihois. 

The first would consent to any change but with the greatest 
displeasure; and there is no reason for forcing any change 
upon him. The second does not, in the smal lest degree, 
poBseSB the conditions of character necessary for the 
discharge of such functions. The third is already seventy- 
lour years of age, and could not possibly undertake the 
reap onsi bill lies of such an arduous career, M. de Lavenay 
is a very capable man, and possesses oratorical talent and a 
love of work. In such a post he would eierciae great 
activity. Tlic only faults to be reproached to liim are that 
bis orders are too eiiff and unmeaning, and his voice is of 
such a BcreamiiJg quality as to produce a very bad iropies- 

^B " M. Geotear, whose deb&i in the Legislative Body waa 
^■rery &vonrable, has acquired a still greater reputatation 
^M in the Senate. At the same time it must not be for- 
H gotten that bis conduct has not realised all the hopes 
entertained of him on his first entrance into public life. A 
distinguished orator, handling his subject ably, he is some- 
what superficial, and not always lucid in his expressions — 
l^loes not, in fact, make use of tactics employed by more 
Kp^iieooed men, and leaves the tribune without having 
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convinced hia audience. It must he remembered, hnwerer, 
that he had undertaken a heavy task — the defence of the 
City of Paris — and received little or no asaielEince of any 
value from big colleague, M. Blancbr, If his oh&rscter i* 
considered, his expreseions are not [irecise ; and he reveal* , 
an agitation and movement, aliernalely opposed, which are 
ihe indications of a want of retolution and flrmDeaa. 

" M. Pinard, whose antecedents ore exclusively judicial, 
has the reputation of being a logical orator in court; be 
has already given striking proofs of bie capacity in the 
Council of State. Up to the present time he bos nnt had 
occasion to establish a reputation in the T^gisbiiive Ilody. 
As he is now the reporter on the new PreM Law, he will 
shortly be able to defend the measure with all his oratorical 
force. Would it be wise to discount such a success by 
confiding to M. Pinard the Ministry of the Interior ? Is a 
debating point of view, 1 would not hesitate to sug^jest such 
a choice ; but is this the only question to be i-onsidendT 
The more I liiive reflected, the more I have found tnyaotl, 
under the Second Empire, with a double preoci^upaiion. 
Oo the one hand, to place a man, still young, at ihe b 
an Administration, amidst 9, pertortnel, to perTorm c 
which he is completely ignorant ; to expose him Ma 
euppressed antagonism which his Judicial origin * 
excite amongitt the great proportion of Prefects ; 
him in the front rank, and with only a ft^w days' preparatiaa, 1 
in a most important and di&icult session, brroro his tnonlfl 
force has taken consistence and development — would li bi 
rather be his destruction than the establishment of hiafl 
reputation ? On the other hand, Uioso whom one mighlfl 
tUppoH have been consulted on the advisability of awck «a'1 
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irnportaat appointment may, very natarallj, be accused of 
having Bniighl, in the midat of the Council of State, an 
iriexperieiiced persou,eulijected lo their autboritj, and more 
senaiiive of their influence. Will not the critica, who 
canoot understand anything but the desiie to serve well tlie 
person to whom one owes devotion, say that M. Pinard has 
only been appointed to the Ministry ostensibly, in order the 
Iwiter to exercise personal power? This appreciation will 
be entertained with all the more readinesa that, in awakening 
suaceptibilitiee, it may be hoped to rally the dissentients. 

" Now. if I think there is some risk in the appointment 
of M. Finard ; if 1 think that, in the Ministry of the 
Interior, less, perhaps, than in any other Ministerial depart- 
ment, such risks ought to be ventured, I do not in the least 
undervalue the merits of the candidate, nor the possibility of 
Ills success. I am convinced that, in following a less 
dangerous path — a path less graduated — in keeping hirasell* 
aloof &om the administration for which, it is generally 
wderstood, he has little affection — he might very rapidly 
a great position in the Council of State, a&d after- 
1 the political world. 
" M. Joliboia is still too new to the Council of State and 
I the Legislative liody to be justly appreciated. His 
Btrance into public life was almost a triumph, but the 
r of Toulouse is quite of secondary importance. Some 
I must elapse ere it will be prudent to judge of his 
tpnduct and his talent. 

" Leffislative Body. 

"To take the Minister of the Interior from the aiena of 

thu Legislative Body would be to render immense saiitifac- 
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tion to the Chamber — on the condition, however, of 
appoiotinga membtir approved of by the majority'. The 
faiisfaetioQ thus obtained would, however, be ralhtr 
political than effective ; for, in ihia nest of hidden and con- 
tradictory ambitionti, the choice of such or such a deputy 
would very aoon create a formidalile pftrly against htm of ill 
the aspirant!) to ofRce, wboae programme is getierallj tiiu* 
conceived : ' I, or no one of my party ! ' 

" I may add that, on tbe grounds of reciprocal control, 
the shades of political opinion immediately assume enormoas 
proportions, and become causes of adherence or of disintr^- 
ralion in the midst of the majority itaelf. 

" Having made tbese observations, I proceed to giv« your 
Majesty an alphabetical list of those names which, in a mors 
or lees marked degree, might attract your atleniion : — 



MU. De Beau verger 
Buffet 

Baron Jerome I>avid 
Gresaier 
Mathieu 
Segris 



MM. De Beuoist 

BusKou-BillauIt 
Du Miral 
Alfred Le Rous 

Oilivier 

De Talhouiii 



In considering with impartiality each of these namu, I 
am disposed to think that, from an exclusive poiDt of 
view, only the following candidatures are eligible — tbow of 
MM. Buffel, Alfred le Boux, OUivior, and Segris. 

■' M. Buffet ii a doctriHairt ; but, at the same Uom, 
undecided, who will never surreuder bimsclf cnriroly, who 
will form part of a Minisierial combination, like U. OlUvlar, 
with perfectly understood condilitins, and a prog^nimme m 
to the treatment of passing events and individuals. Ttw 
drst article of tbis programme would b« the withdrawal of 
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-the law concerning the axaxj. We have not, to ray know- 
ledge, yet arriTed at this atnge of the Parliamentary regime, 
and I should be greatly astontshec] if the Emperor were to 
allow himself to b« tricked by auch a measure. 

" M. Alfred le Roux has frequently been the subject ol' 
conversation between your Majesty and myself. We have 
often weighed his good and bad qualities ; it is useless to 
( them here. Most assuredly he would be well 
ted by the majority, the greater portion of whom 



would be gratified to ^ 
didateahips. 

" M. Bmile OllJvier h 
would apply htmseif wi 
changes would such a 1 
character whose generosity i 
inliiCuiktLon, and iu which »ii vai 



the efficacy of official t 



nore dash than M. Buffet— he 

nore earnestness— hut to what 

,tile character be subjected : a 

s abused by an unfortunate 

»uy foreign relations are united 

with political shades of very hostile and advanced character. 

I am not prepiired to appreciate foriniilly suchacandidature. 

Far from following the advice I gave him, at the Emperor's 

iasiigaiion^ — to keep himself on good terms with the tnajo- 

rity by a frank exposition of his line of policy — M, Emile 

UUiver has more than ever favoured M. Wulewski's hostile 

atiiiude towards me. He has cliosen mo as the object of 

his personal attacks In the Chamber, whilst the former Pre- 

fident of the Legislative Body baa organised my systematic 

a daily paper. I am aware that tliese are only 

\ <6onflagratioDs of straw, which, of course, may easily extin- 

Kifuieh certain gratilicationa ; but, at the present niomeni, 

i have arrived at such a point thai questions of 

la have become qjcsliona of political direction, aud in 

'future must be inspired by the intiuiute sentiments of the 

I Emperor. 
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" Aa for M. Segrin, his noajination would give little Sftli* 
faction to the majority, but iLis feeling «rould very mm 
disappear. This deputy possesses tlie talont of speech — h» 
reptiea witii vigour — but would he be sufficiently resolnteii 
lhecondu(!t of public ofiairs f It is generally thought bo. 1 
find that I have omitted to speak of M. Lalour du Moalin. 
I beg the Emperar to believe that this omissiou was cot iha 
result of jealousy, but I confess that ilie work I have under- 
taken lias the appeamiicfl of becoming very serious. 

" Let us now enter into the canaatlum of the uncicntf, 
Hud see if we shall be fortunate enough to find a single o 
The composition of the Senate presents a ptiiade of foroMr 
Ministers, either of the Intt-rior or of other dvil dep 
ments, outside of which scarcely two or three enjoying 
any notoriety in a Ministerial point of view. The foroMT 
Ministers are M. Ferdinand Barrot, M. Bonjean, M. Bondel, 
M. CasabiancB, M. de Chasscloup-Laubat, M. Delangle, SL 
Drouyn de Lbuys, M. Dumas, M. de la Hilte, M. Lef&my 
Dunifl^, M. Magne, M. de Maupas, M. de Padoue, H. 4 
Persigny, M. Ruuland, M. de Royer, M. Wnlewskt. The 
only names to be cited, in addition to these, are M. d« U 
G U^roDoiere, U. Devienne, and M. Vuillefroy. If I do 
ntislake, amongst the former Minislera whotte names I han 
raenlioned, four only could attract the attention of I 
Emperor — viz., M. de Persigny, M. Walewski, H. de 
Royer, and M. Hogne. The nomination of one of tli« t«« 
flrst-namiHl would be difGcult to expluin excepting by a 
thorough change in political views. In auy cue, it wa 
introduce iueviiable elem^nis of [rouble and discord Inu iha 



composition of the Miniatry, The cfaoice of M. dc Royer 
would involve none of tbeae inconveniences. The First 
President of ihe Court of Accounts is entirely devoted. He 
possesses the talent ncces^ry fur discussion and for defending 
himself. But he is dilatory in his work, is extremely 
fastidious, and, I hear, would be soon overpowered by ihe 
daily work of the Interior, which it is impossible to allow to 
lay over to the morrow. 

" II. Hague would enjoy all my preferences ; speech calm, 
clear, limpid, often ingenious; judgment of great assurance ; 
moderate in his ideas, liberal-conservative with prudence, 
hewouM discharge the duties of hie oIBce with that autho- 
rity which can only be acquired by a long political career. 
Sharing bis afiectioaa nmongst that group only which is at 
the head of affairs, ho would introduce iaio the Council 
different ideas ; he would impose reserve on certain ardent 
hostilities; in fine, he would bring to the Emperor new 
guarantees of exactitude, of truth, of a thorough control for 
the exercise of the high direction and of the Government 
of the Chief of the State. He may, probably, be accused of 
a certain weakness of character and a little nepotism. I 
should only fear the justice of the first reproach in case of 
an iTBCJite ; and in ihat case the question would become a 
military one. As to llie somewhat exaggerations of his 
nepotii^oi, I believe the matter exhausted, and, in conse- 
quence, that very rare occasions will present themselves for 
such practices in future. 

" With respect to the other Senators whose uames I have 
mentioned, here is my opinion. M. de la Gu^ronniere does 
not appear to me to possess thu qualifications necessary for 
K Minister of the Interior. He would have dangerous 
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frieniJH in the preBs; he would Bn<leavoar to engofre their 
interests ; but, on the one tinnd, he would not aucceei'f 
wliilst, on the other, he would make most dangeroui 
sacriiicea to do bo. At the same time, during 
the past fifteen dajs, his candidature has been 
favourablj mentioned hy several persons ; M, de U 
Guuronni^re has serious thoughts of accepting it i th* 
nomination of another perfionaga will be a deception lo 
him ; and, in the end, such deception mi>;ht be lliu eoiua 
of the loss of tbti sympathy hitherto accorded by the jouriiiJ 
La France. We are not rich in oflicial defenders, and tl b 
our own interest not lo run the risk of loeing then). Prom 
that time we should be reduced to those transaction*! compo- 
silions which are ol\fn the condiiinn of existenc* at 
Partiameotary GovernmeNts, it would, therefore, app«w 
necessary to create a position for M. de la Gu^ronni^; 
and, as his fortune >s in disorder, it would he well, perlMip', 
to send him on a mission lo a foreign country. WouU b« 
not be a useful substitute to M. de Mabiret, with the object 
ol raising the legntion to an Embassy sooner or l»t<r ? 
Since I touch incidt-nially on ihe question of our reprcMO- 
tation abroad, allow me to keep the matter open a tbM 
longer, and to remind the Empuror of certain conudetft- 
lions nhich 1 have ulready had the honour of tulimiiting !• 
him. 

" Nolfaing could be more regrellablo than to leave ■□ Pnu^ 
without appointments, illustrious political men, from wbe« 
your Majesty felt yourself compelled to withdraw, at least for 
some time, your cooHdence, aud lo release ihero frtim ibeir 
high functions. Aciuaied by foreign influoncw, or gi«i4( 
way to B natural bent of character, theae men, deairou oT 
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f re-entering iato political life, would be likelj to make use of 
harBh inBinuations, bitter criliciams, form, or allow to bo 
Formeil around tliem, the atrangust coalitions, keep 
up thus a state of trouble and uucertaiutj in the 
ranks of the Administration, not without serious 
injurj to the Chief of the State. These accusationa of 
weakness of cbaractei', absence of energy and decision, 
originate, for the most part, in perpetually disappointed 
hopes, and in changes both in persons and ideaa. It is only 
bv these hopes that relations wilh Journals of every colour, 
and wilh persons of no colour iit all, could be sustained. 
All this only produces indecision, uneasiness, and dis- 
qnietude. I may add that the appointment to high diplo- 
matic offices of emiuent men to whom I have alluded 
would be a safeguard against themselves even ; because they 
attenuate, by their actual agitalious, and the solidai'ity which 
fxists amongst them, the utility of (be services which they 
might be able to render at a given time. Besides, our 
diplomatic force is weakest at Rome, St. Petersburg, and 
Madrid. To impart to it greater vitality, a more distinctly 
marked action in presence of existing European complica- 
tions, would be to perform an act of real utility. I will 
only cite one example of this dissolving action, of which I 
have only recently been made aware. It will strike the 
Emperor by the gravity of the inconveniences — I would 
almost say, the perils— which might follow as ii consequence. 
There are, in reality, two Ministers of War in Paris— one 
in the Rue St. Dominique, the other at the Louvre ; one 
who acts and works, the other wlio finds fault and dis- 

BjOi^nises everything. The superior officers are perpetually 
IMdeavouring to find out which — between th«se two 
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influences— is the one most likely to favour their promo* 
lion. All the discontent emaDuted from the Louvre ; >tid 
there the etereotyped expression for the non-recpption of 
a candiJate from tlie Bue St. Dominique is the folio triog ; — 
' An officer not devoted,' ' an Orleanist,' tm, XIow many 
errors, hatreds, irritations, and cases of indiscipline may b« 
engendered by the iufluenctts of this little church, of which 
the high priest is conslantly predicting the advent 

"Let tlie Emperor direct bis attention to all these thing! ; 
ihey are secondary only in (heir appearance. It is, abova 
all, by interior discipline thai Governments m&iotaio anil 
fortify themselves. It is an illusion to hope to nppeaM or 
reconcile one's adversaries; but they are certain of bdng 
vaoqiiislied to cause the energetic coavergence of ibo 
Government forces. 

" M. Bevienne is (rified wilh a certain ausierjty of charae* 
ter; he is firm and energetic; but hie health is breaking, aad 
age is beffioniiig to make itself fell. I am not sure if it b 
not too late now to appoint this man, eminent withaJi to a 
new career. 

" M. Yuillefroy is somewhat similarly circumstanced. Ha 
is II man of character; he has upright ideas, is itnpolaofUi, 
and docs not want in energy. But he suffers from a diMaw 
of some gravity, which aeiious application to work mlgkt 
tnureaie. Besides, I doubt whether he would undertaka iba 
task. 

"I summarise this memorandum by simply additig a 
list oi candidutcB who eland first in my appreciation* >— 

Isl. SI. Miigue. <5th. M. de Itoyvr. 

2iid. M. Ilnussmaiiu. Clh. M. Alfred L« Itoox. 

3rd. M.Pii'tri. 7lh, M. PJuard. 

4tb, Id.Leroy. a 



I 
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" I maintaiD, at the same time, the conditions and reservea 
which I have enumerated vritb respect to MM. Hausamaa 
and Pi^tri. 

" (Signed) KooHBtt, 

Cernay, Oct. 15, 1867." 



[The subjoined documeota were found at the -Ministry of 
' Juatice. They relate to the propositioua of promotion in 
the Legion of Honour in favour o£ different membera of the 
Senate made, on tlio occasion of the Emperor's _/e(e day on the 
IStb of August, 1870, l>y M Eouher, Presideut of the 
Upper Chamber, It does not appear that these recom- 
idations were effeetuul. To these documents is added a. 
proposition for the Ci'Oss of Commander in favour of M. 
Argence, Deputy for ihe Anbc] 
Monaieur le Ministre, — 

" I have the honour to forward you several docu- 
mentB which resume my opinion on the candidature and llie 
titles of aome of my colleagues to promotion in the Order 
ef the Legion of Honour, I hope that you will recognise 
and that you will submit, at the same time recom- 
neodiiig, these di&erent propositions to tiie bieb apprecia- 
tion of her Majesty the Empress, The last memorandum 
explains the titles of two einploi/is of the Senate, wliom the 
Grand Referendary and the Secretary of the Senate con- 
sider fts worthy, both one and the olber, of honourable dis- 
tinctiun. — lielieve, Monsieur le Garile des Sceaux, in the 
saaurance of my sentiments of high eon^iideiatiou, 
" The President of the Senate, 

" (Sigtted) RocHBB." 
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OP THE BECOND EUPIKE. 



" A.— Grand Crots of the Legion of Honour. 
MM. Baron Dupin, Baron Emest Leroy, Coanl d« 



Bearn, Larabit, appearing to aapireto this high disUnctioii. 

"Baron Dupin, aged eiglitj-five, retains all kia vigovr of 

intellect, anJ Mill Isliea a useful part in the diBCiuaooa of 

the Sennte. His long political career, his immenBO woria, 

the well-merited consideration which he enjoya, the etevatioii 

:, appear to mo to justify his nominalion. 

" The Marquia d'Audrifiret was recently named Grand 
Cross of the Legion of Honour. The career of this honour^ 
able senator has been, in my esteem, leas brilliant, and 
perhaps leas well carried out than that of M. Dupin. "Yhn 
dialinction accorded to M. d'AudrilTret was farouraUy 
received by the Sennre, in which body he occupies a bl^ 
position. Baron Leroy, cruelly visited with family berMre* 
ment, appears to be disposed to abandon very soon his posi- 
tion of Prefect of the Seine-lnftirienrD. Perhaps this would 
be the moment the moat opportune ior' according |o bim tha 
recompense which ho seeks to obtain. 

"Count Bi^arn, by his distinguished tnannrm, tlie deT«. 
tion of his chnraeter, and the safely of his relaliona, kai 
elicited from llie Senate the mo»t lively sympathiea. Altli* 
aame Ume I ought to mention that the Count is not on« gf 
those who take a very active part in the Inboura of iba 
Sennte. Our colleague, for a great number of years, ba> 
longed Id the licld of diplomacy, and he invokes the 
he rendered whilst discharging such functions. I 
no information to enable mo to appreciate hia eWoifc 
M. de Beam has not, I believe, occupied the pan of 
ambassador. 

" (Signed) Rontes." 
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W " B.—Gnaid Offiixn, 

\ " The number of CommanJeva of the Order in the Senale 

lb not IfBS llian tl)ir1y, I ought to designate, in tlie first 

I place, as worthy of being proraoled to (he grade of Grand 

I OfScer in the Legion of Honour, M. Leroy de Saint- Arnaud, 

V Commander since 1859. Thia nominBtion would assuredly 

I have been recommended, some years apo, by M. Troplong ; 

rbnt certain embarrassments of fortune — the cause of which 

vVds, however, houournble : a suit respecting his respon- 

I tibility, which M. de Saiut-Arnnud lost before the Tribunal 

I of First Instance — appeared to my illustrious predecessor a 

PinfBcient cause for adjourument. TItis cause has since been 

been greatly extenuated or has entirely disappeared ; our 

colleague has now resumed lus former position — lie has 

been di^cliarged, by the Court of Appeal, from the penalties 

pronounced against him by the Tribunal of Commerce (1), 

titles as a Senator, therefore, maintain all their force. 

How, M. do Saint-AruBud is one of the moet laborious men 

in the Senate; he is iadelutigable iu bis examination of, 

and reports on, petitions; his works are remarkable ; and 

;lie is an able orator. His nomination to the grade of Grand 

cer will be considered by the Senate as a just, if tardy, 

.recompense for his eminent services. 

" In the aecoud plaoe might figure M. B4veil, former 
Vice-President of the Legislative Body, Commander since 
1859 i Senator sine*. M. Keveil enjoys great consideration 
ftmongst his colleagues ; his works are esteemed. 

'■ (Signed) Eodhek." 

t (1,) U. Rouhar appcura to ignore in Uiix document that the judg- 
lunt of the Court of Ap{icul wbiuh dJachurgBB &1. de i^aiat-Amaud ia 
appealed againat before tho Court of CaBaa.tioii \ aud that the appeal 
hw not yet beea heard. 
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" C. — Commanders. 
"There ore Dine OfficirR of Ibe Legion of nononr in th* 
Senate. The three senators who have had this grade Um 
loDgest are : — Count Monier de la SJieranne, appointed IStli 
December, 1855 ; ilic Duke de Tareote, officer ndcd June 
16lh, ISaG ; and M. de Gricourt, whose nomination dalM 
from tlie jjib January, 1858. M. de la Sizeranne is lb* 
due who, by hi$ long political career, possea^ee the greatMt 
claims to the promotion to the grade of Commander. Tha 
Duke deTHTenle was named Senator too recently. If be 
possessed auy title to promotion in the Legioo, it could 
only be as Chamberlain. Id. de Gricourt recommends Uim- 
lelf by his absolute devotion to the Emperor — a devothut 
which dates many years previously to the establii^bment of 
ttie .Second Empire. He occupies a worthy position in Um 
Senate, 

" (Signed) RooOUL* 

" li.— Officer. 

" Only two senaiora — the Prince de Wngr»ro, and M. 
MoDljoyeux — are Knights of the Lrgion of Honoi 
candidature of the Prince de Wagrain bu f«r 
been placed on oae side for reasons which it la 
to recHpiluUte. The Prince, besides, lakes no part In iIm 
deUberations of the Senate ; he did not evea mak*i fcii 
appearance ou the solemn occaaion of the cloaiog of iIm 
scMioD. M. de Mouljoyeus has been a Kniglit uoee 1860. 
Ue merits promotion to the grade of officer iu eonsaqiMoea ol 
Us Bge, hia devotion, and his enlighleomcni. 

"(Signed) Bocusft.' 
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MEXICO.— THE JECKER BONDS. 

St. Jecker'B account of the Meiican Bonds— Tho Dulia de STorny'B 
intareat in them — Attempts to settle M. Jecker'B affairs— His 
financial difSoultiea — Oppoaition ot his creditota^The Mexican 
Mixed Commissiun — Thn^ut tu divulgo the whole secret— Letter 
from blaximiliaiL to Napoleon— The appointrnent of M. Langlais 

I Uie Ministry of Finance — The situatioii is perplexing — 

[uimiliiui is uneasy. 

Letter from Monsieur J. B. Jtcker to Monsieur Conti, 
Secretary to the Emperor, 

I [In the following document M. Jecker exploioB the 
lliases of the Mexican expeditioo.] 

" Puris, December 8, 1869, 
" Sir,— Do not consider it airange tliat I shoulJ address 
self to you in preference ; I am compelled to call your 
" attention to matters especially regarding llie Emperor. 
You will have heard sufficient talk, concerning llie affair of 
the Mexican Bonds to understand it a little. Well, I find 
that the Government consider this mailer wiih too much 
indilTerence ; and that, if more immediate attention is not 
pud to it, lamentable results may follow to the I'Jmperor. 
I " No doubt you are ignorant tliat ihe Duke do Morny 
Bns associated with me in this business, and that he, in 
gponsi deration of 30 per cent., itudertook to have the agree- 
ment respected, and the sum paid by the Mexican 
Governmeot. On tbia sabject a voluminous correspondence 
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lias been exchanged between the Duke and his Bgeni, 
Monsieur de Marpon. In January, ISGl, agents from lli«M 
genilemen came to itic wiih the object of treating on Utia 
subjecL The arrangement was made at the time my boosa 
wua in a state of insolvency, and wlien all payments wer« 
expected to be made for the beneiit of mj creditors. 

" As soon as tiie arrmigenient was coocluded, I 
perfectly maintained by the French GoTernment anj 
Legation in Mexico. The taller even essured tny creditors, 
in the name of the French Governmeni, that they woulil Im 
paid in their entirety, and had «eiit strong rep reset* tAlioBf 
to the Government concerning the carrying out of mjr 
coDtract — ill the sense that the Uliimutum of 1863 cs 
for the execution, pure and simple, of the decrees. S 
thiit time I have been perpetually exposed to the batrvd of 
(he extreme party, who threw me iuto prison, Bfterwmrdi 
banished me, and confiscated my property. 

" Matters remained thus up lo the occupstion of Moxieo 
by the French troops. Under the Empire of Maximilian, 
and on the repeated representnlioiis of the French Goven- 
ment, efforts were again made lo settle my alTHii. In April, 
18C3, I succeeded, with the assistance of French agvoU, 
concluding a transaction with the Mexican Goveromoftt. 
At the same period the Duke de Morny died, so ibai 
striking protection accorded me by the French GovomnwBt 
entirely ceased. The French Minister of Finance, indMd, 
permitted the payment of the first promissory notes the 
Uesicaii Government had given me, to cover ft portion of 
what was due to me; but the French agents in Mtxif* 
Hiado opposition, in accordance with the instructions tb»y 
had received, to the delivery (o me of the t«D millions a( 
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■promieBory notes in payment of my trana&clion, and which 
the Mexican Government was diapoBed to pay me, poBsesBing 
aa it did, at thia epoch, more than thirty millionB of fraocs in 
Paris, Ab the French Government had declared to the 
Chambers that it was opposed to the ezecutinn of this 
contract, and had applied to its own purposes the money 
which ought to have been paid to me, I was obliged, ai 
liquidator of my house, and aiter having exhausted every 
means of conciliatioa, to bring an action againat the 
Government before the Council of Slate. Uu fortunately, 
this step produced no result whatever, for the tribunal has 
juat declared itself incompelent after the explanatiooB given 
to it by the Minister of Finance. 

" I was aha one of the heaviest of the Mexican creditors. 
Tbe Mixed Commission established at Mexico had recog- 
nised a balance due to me of about six milliouB of francs, 
which had been reduced to 500,000 francs. I have claimed 
the difTerence from the Minister of Foreign AffairB, who has 
not iiitherto deigned to reply to my demand. But in future 
I expect tlie negative answer given me by the Minister of 
Finance concerning the Mexican Bonds. 

" Some of my creditors, seeing that I obtained nothing 
from the Government of my principal demands, have put 
in opposition at the Dipdt des Consignations against the 
sum due to me of the 500,000 francs mentioned above, in 
consequence of which I have only been able to dispose of a 
very small sum to meet the immediate and pressing wantB 
of my house. Completely ruined by the Mexican expedi- 
tion, having nothing more to do here, and not being able to 
do anything, I am obliged to return, iu order lo give an 
account of my afiairs to my creditors. AltbDUgh I have 
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neglected nothing in my endeavourB to pay what I owe in ill 
entirety, ns I hnvo not eiiccee<]od, in consequence of cireani- 
stances over which I bad no control, they will not take into 
account all the enormous sacrjficea I have made in order Ut 
do BO, and will treat me without the slightest considonuion. 
They will require to know the reason which, in 1861, 
induced M. de Siillgny, then French Minister at Mexico, to 
promise them, in the name of Lis country, that they vroul4 
be paid the Bums due to them fiom roy house ; and why, 
in ldC3, tliis extraordiuary protection was so hastily wiih> 
drawn by the French Government. 

" Although, up to the piesetit time, I have kept the wbali 
afikir the must profound secret — not withstanding that 1 1> 
been siron;*ly urged to publish it — I shall be obliged (• 
defend myself in order not to be thrown into priNuhr 
debt. I am compelled to inform my creditors of i 
taken place in delivering over to them the £ 
already spoken of, and which they will in any 
aa pertaining to my liquidation. The Mexican Govora^^ 
ment will be delighted to know the bottom of the iifikir, ■• I 
a guide to it^ future conduct towards France. I can eaulyl 
imagine the effect such a confession would produc« oa ibsfl 
public mind, and the injury it would cause to the KHiperor** I 
Government, especially under the present critical drcuB-l 
stances ; but I cannot prevent it — at least, unleu meana afV'l 
sflbrJed mc to make a proposition to my crediiora, and Una 
prevent the necessity of giving a full account of my ItquUi'l 
titfu, which they are sure to demaud. This would beal 
more easy for me, as, amongst the properties whiefa t 
Mexican Government has not bilherio been able to aeU 
cansequence of the inlerventioa of my croditora^ 
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mand everjihing belonging to me as due to tliem, the 
liquidalors ^till poasesa mines and ironworks which they 
have not been able to utilise, in consequence of (heir extreme 
penury ; but which, with Euilicicnt funda, would return 
immense profit, and would, in fact, cover the whole of the 
debts — especially now that apparatus have been perfected in 

I Germany to concentrate the minerals, the profila to be ob- 
l^ncd would thus be out of all proportion with those under 
1^ old system of mining employed in filexico. 
I " Not doubting that, in your ir 
|fou will have the goodness tocomi 
ntions to him, I beg you, sir, to 
pj distinguished consideration. 



Letlerfroi 



.ereat for the Emperor, 
amunicale these just ohser- 
I receive the assurance of 

" J. B. Jeck,ek," 
ra to Napoleon. 



[The newly -installed Emperor of Mexico thanks Napoleon 
I protection, and regards the appointment of M. 
Langlais to the Ministry of Finance aa a good omen for the 
future. The situatioa is already hecoming perplexing ; 
Maximilian is uneasy. His k'tter, however, expresses a 
certain amouat of confidence.] 

" Monsieur mon Flore, — It is wiih lively pleasure and a. 
sentiment of real gratiiudo that I receive, by M. Langlais, 
your Majesty's gracious letler of the 2dth of August. The 
good counsels of a eincere friend which your Majesty gives 
me, with that remarknblo lucidity which characterises you, 
are very precious to me ; they are given liy the greatest 
»«OTereign of our nge, who ia eerininly tlie best judge of the 

ricate questions which are now occupying the Govern- 
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ment of Mexico. If M. Laoglais enjoys the conGJence of 
jour Mejeety, Bucfa a wonhy Btalesman may ba snre of 
mine. His assistance is more tban necessary to me, for tha 
grealeat difficulty of such a position is tLe complole na 
useful instruments. 

"Monsieur Laaglais, aa Minister of Finance, will havo 
occasion to mako linown to your Majesty tliB real siluution ; 
it is perplexing, but not hopeless. It is the war which is 
eating up all our resources; the other brauchos of th« 
Administration cost less than in any other country. Aa to 
the expenses of (lie war, it is those miserabte auxiliary 
troops, which the Marshal believes to be absolutely n»cet- 
aary, which cost esorhilant sums, and which, in my opiuioti, 
are of very little use. In oiher departments of the Admi- 
nistration, almost parsimony is the order «f the day. Tha 
changes effecled in ray Ministry will show you ibAt Uu 
moat couipleie harmony and bonest and uselul mnn 
sought. 

" M. Daiio has writlen to his Minister, infonniiig 
him that the claims have been definiliTely arraoged oa 
bases which Mexican gratitude towards France liiclaled 
to us. 

" M. Dano and the Marshal have likewise informed j 
Majesty's Government of the great circumspection nted in 
all delicate questions relative to our ueigblioura. Theasw* 
we have received fiom Washington is reikssuring, and ih» 
sincere trieiidsliip of your Majesty gives mo (hat firm con- 
fidence in (he future which alone would render poatiUa so 
difficult a laak. 

" During the last few days our work of political Ad 
nistrution and judicial organisation, t>ased on ths sutnu 
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or ihe 10th of April, has been terminated, aad will appear 
in a short time in sevi^ral volumes. 

" 1 hope to be able to aeud this work to your Majesty 
by the next French courier. I have given up the idea of a 
journey to Yucatan, where the Empress will go alone, in 
order that I inay aHsiduoualy set to worli with M, Laiiglais, 
who has already won my nympath j. The Marshal has eent 
you the Draconian taw which I was forced to make BgainsC 
the guerilleros ; the result of this law will be favourable. 

" This scourge of the country would loog since have been 
got rid of but for the want of troops. 

"I beg your Majesty to remember me kindly to the 
Empress, and to believe In the sentiment of high esteem 
aoj sincere friendship with which I am, 

" Your Majesty's good brother, 

1" Ma -•£ I MI LI AN. 
"Chapultepec, 20th October, 1865. 



" P. S.— I learn at this i 
not accept the portfolio of 
lerring the matter directly t 
which he alleges for deelin 



yoi 



that M, Langlais v 

T of Finance before 

Majesty. Tlie 

for the present thi 



position which I had conferred upon him, seem to me of so 
delicate a nature, that I think it my duty to beg your 
Majesty to be arbitrator in the scmpuloua inquiry into the 
espeaditure since I have been at the heail of ilie Govern- 
ment. The reports which M. Langlais will successively 
lend to your Majesty will demonstrate the jusluess of my 
requeet." 
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XVU. 

IMPERIAL PDESE. 

KeoMpta for aooounti charged upon the Imperial Pum — B4 

General do Failly — The eoat of s chrisloning — 
pafntentB — Secrat Funds^-Peraonal Eatate of thfl I 
KhrDod^-HeDiVy debt Dootracted hj Xxmis BonsparU i 
Sums received by Madame de Monlijo — Civil List. 

(25.) 
Ihpeiuai. Pubse. 
[Subjoined are a few receipts, with some accounWq 
upon tlie Imperial Purse. The; are only 
Nuuieroua otber similar Jocumeais will rollow. The Utt of J 
persons who received penaioas from the Emperor's Pn*j 
Purse varies but little, and from month to tnotilh th« { 
t^reaier part of the bills resemble each otlier. Wbnt <w 
pensioner died, the same sum is siniplj^ transferred to fA« a 
tviunl of the laid pensioner' t sucetinor. The subjomsd dooiH i 
meiua sre composed 1 — Ist. Of the expcnsrs from tbi I 
Kmperor's Privy Purse during the months of April, IM 
and April and May, 1870. 2nd. Of the s 
out of the private fortune of the Emperor, from itd 
July. 1865 ; from July, 18C8, to January, 1869; 
Jiinuary to July, 16G9. We give simply thoM 4 
and May. 18i>d, which contain some items not laA 
the general account. 3i d. An isolated account, m 
a ptrsoD whose name is not to be found on the llstK.] 
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(23.) 

Bill for Bom-Bons Paid bt Napoleon fob General de 

Faillt. 

Gouache^ Confectioner to the Emperor, 

Paris, May 20, 1858. 
Supplied to H.M. the Emperor:— 

Franca. 

12 dozeu half-boxes of sweetmeats, at]18 £r 216 

Sent to General de Failly 20, Bae de Ponthieu. 

Settled, 

L. GOUACHB. 



A memorandam folio virs in pencil — probably a recapi tu- 
la t ion of other similar bills :— 











France. 


" April 16th 


••• ••• •.. 


••• 




... 216 


" May 9th 


... ••> ..'. 


■ . . 




... 412 


** Jane 3rd 


... ... ... 


. . 




... 216 


** December 1st 


••• ... ... 


. . 




... 216 


*• May 20th 




. . 




... 216 
1296 



(24.) 

The Cost of a Christbnino. 

Birth and Baptism of t?ie Prince Imperial, 







Fiancs. 


Diamond Lockets 


••• «•• .•• 


26,000 


AUowances to Doctors 


. . . * ... 


62,006 


Midwife ••• ••• ... ••• 


* . • .• • • 


6,000 


The Society of Dramatic Authors 


•• ... ••• 


10,000 


Jften of Letters 


•• ••■ ... 


10,006 




•• ... ... 


10,000 




.. ... ... 


10,000 
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Paintere, Soulptora, &o. ... 10.6 

Indoutrlal InventorB 10, D 

DocUnsinDopartment of Seine ... lD,t 

Obaritable Sociaties of the Ssine, Bad IhB parishes whore 

the Crown fumiKire U situated B3.0IN 

Baby's Oulfit I00,00t 

Fresent of four monthB' sularj to the Empreu's sorrsDts .. ll.OOt 

Free Theatrical represeiitatioDa, UBi«h 18, ISSa 44 

Assistance to parents who had children bom on the 16tli ... Sc 
Medals to aiithurs of pieces of munio and verses addreesed to 
their Imperial Majeatiea ; medals for the iMops mad 

college students M 

Notices addressed to the parents of Iheir HajeotiM' god- 
children ... 'U 

Cortige, &c. ... ... .. ITi 

Presents t« their Majesties' Bupemunieraries IM 

Total «N 



The Eupehok's Pbivt Pobse. 

Palais of the Tuileries, April 



Eitimalt/or Iht moiilli of April, IBSS. 



Works of the Domhee, 4lh instalment 

M. DuBsntoy, balance 

Baron David, for April 

U. Silvtalra (2), ditto 

U. Daui, ditto 

Conunaiuhuit de Raffys (S), ditto 

„ „ in addition 



(1) la thu Kmperor'a handwriting- 
's) H. llieophile ^^Uveatre, many of whoM leUon 
fonnd among' the Imperial papers, 

(3) ComnuLndant de Reffye was a stalT-offioM', wIm a 
n tha iuTenlioa of the mittsiUeiue. 
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■ I9»thednil of Sena, orattmento 




10,()U0 


M. da Roucy, flrat inBUlniBiit oo 6000 franca 




2,000 


BapofflBiU 


„ 


7,87S 


Tu provide for current eipenses 




9.325 


Total 


.. 


100,000 


Cheque for April 


., 


50,000 


Toboaddod 




50,00U 


^B Xettsum ... 




100.000 


^^p TuE EiiiPEBOK'a Prnvt Pubse. 






^^L Palace of Hie Tuileriei 
H^ Estimate M the msalA of April, 1870. 


April, isra. 1 






W^ 




Fraow. 


Uarqniee Campana, second and third payments ... 


... 


2O.0OU 


Bacon Uavid, auppIocdBatacy sum in March 




10,000 


„ „ for April 




3.000 






10.000 


for April 




li.OUU 


M. BachoQ, fonrth payment on account of Ta.OOOfr. 




B,UU0 


Antiqaa vaaes fur St. Uermain, Becood payment qo account o 


f 


IMOOEr 




4,UU0 






■2,U0O 


Annals of the Empire, fifth, sixth, seventh, and eighth 


instal 




menta on eOOOfr. 




2,0UU 


Ditk'8 bill, soup-cana tor the troops 




2,300 






*,S0O 


School of Saiiit-Clond 




2,000 




.. 


1,000 


Ball of dranatu: urtiaU 




1,000 


FoBdvalofBecUoi. 


•■ 


l.OUU 


^Tp provide for current eipensea 


.. 


80,000 
U,200 


Ik Total 


■ 


105,0U0 
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March 1, received of the Emperor 10,009 

March 3, the Emperor remitted to Commandant Befl^e 16,000 

March 12, received of the Emperor 10,000 

Cheque for April 60,000 

To be added 26,000 

Nettsum 106,000 



The Emperob's Pbitt Purse. 

Palace of the Tuileries, Maj 18, 1870. 

Estimate for the month ofMay^ 1870. 

Marquise Campana, fourth payment 10,000 

M. Granier de Cassagnac, second instalment <m 160,000fr. 16,000 

M. Bachon, fifth instalment on 72,000fr. 6,000 

Baron David, for May 8,000 

Commandant de Refiye, for May 2,000 

Antique vases for Saint-Qennain, third instalment on 

16,000fr. ... ... ... ... ... ... ... 4,000 

Annals of the Empire, ninth and tenth initalments on 

v,0O0ir. ... ... ..* ... ... ... ... 1,000 

Baron Silouet 6,000 

M. Le Faure, works of Yichy 8,000 

Two bills, Lejenne, photographer ... ... 8,000 

Bapot, jeweller ... ... ... ... ... 6,190 

Dumoret, do 4,600 

Baugiand, do 8,000 

Maurice Mayer, goldsmith 1,660 

Pouseielque, do. ... 8,176 

Lepaute, watchmaker 1,807 

British Charitable Fund 1,000 

Wounded of the land and sea forces l,OOo 



76.802 

To provide for current expenses 14.696 

Total 90,000 

Cheque for May 60,000 

To be added 40,00u 

Nettsum 90,uuf 



^^^^^K BGCnET 


U9 1 


^^^^» Seckbt Funds. 


1 


[TLe following is an aocounl, witliout detail 


, of the 1 


manner in which the Secret Funds were distributed by tlm | 


Imperial Government.] 




Credit 2,000,000 francs. 






Francs. 


bticlB 1.— Expenses of Police from the Frefectura of 




Police 


600.000 


„ ».— Eipanses of Police of the Prefeots in tho 




DepartmBDU (Bonchos-du-Bhona. HhonB, 




Nord, Giconde, to.) 


223,100 


„ 3. -Miliary and Ciril Police 


87,600 


„ 4.— Service of the Press, Qeneral EipeuseB, 






287,640 


„ 5.— Indamnity for naai^ttiacB, and private grants... 


2aS,B60 




78,8S0 




1,623,260 




487,BfiO 


Total ... 


2,000.000 


[The following letter was found amongst the documents 1 




1 


" Paiinbccur, June 16 


1870. 1 




at Phila- 1 


delpbio, where you were insulted. I performed my duty ; f 


and. anxious that France nnd he who governs it 


hould be J 


respected, I paid, Sire, to Michael Bouvier, who 


tretended 1 


(o be one of your creditors, the sum of 1500 frnnca for | 


furniture supplied to you during your residence 


in A me- M 


rica. The receipt for this sura is enclosed. I 


beg yonr 1 


Majesty to be persuaded that I am not asking for the sum : | 


first of all, I am incapable of such a thing ; nes 


I would I 


^uiot be guilty of suuh ineaniiess. My only dusire i 


to koow 1 


^Kpfaether I have not been duped by an infamous rogue. 1 
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" I have the honour lo be, Sire, with proronnd i-MpMl, 
your Majesty's very humble and very devoted subject, 

" IIlPPOLTTE HAKAirOHtrr DE ROSIAIKO." 

[To the above letter is adiled the following note.] 
" Received from M. Hippolyte Haranchipy the lom of 
1500 francs, on account of Louta Napoleon, Emperor of the 

French. 

" MiCHXL BODVtKR. 

"Philadelphia, March 28, 1867." 

(40.) 
Personal Estate or the Euperor Abroao. 

From 1852 to 1866, and probably np tu the end of li'tf 
rei|cn, Napnloon III. had an account with Baring Brotben>, 
hankers at London. The annual memoranda esiabltabtBi; 
the balance of this accuunt present no remarkable inUreM 
— a tolerably large number of orders for Madame Walvinki 
and Madame do Cadure, diiTerent purchaser, and disbune- 
ment of quite moderate sums. The memorandum of the 
SIst December, 1852, bears, however, evident traces of iba 
ayup iTAol. It carries to the credit of the State ■ mm ti 
£767 sterling, the remainder of £36,370 168. BnttlMnaat 
precious document furnished by the Messrs. Baring'i acaoaai 
is the following, left by misluke, no doubt, in tha ■csouatof 
Deceml)er, 18G6. It is drawn up in English : — 



Bnulaii 6 per Cents. (1S23} 


. EO.OOO 




JMI,CKII> 


■ pwCenU 


EO,OUO 


Tnikith < „ (lUS) 


. ICK).MO 



HEATT DEBT OF MAPOLEOK IN IS48. 



PeniTikn 4} 


„ (OU) 


... 80,000 


»i 


.. (New) 


... 62.000 


Canada G 




... fiO,000 






... 60,000 


Egyptian 7 


„ 


... 60,000 


American 8 




... 100.000 






... 26,000 


DUmonda ... 





... 200,000 


Uniforms ... 




... 16,000 
878,000 


BeBl^on ... 




... 60,000 




Total ... 


... £933,000 


iog is not 


explained in 


this document 



fEcerythiog is not explained in ihis document. What 

are the uniforms ior £l6,O00 slerlingT As for "Beaujon" 

(£60,000), it is, no doubt, the price of land sold to or 

. bought from the painter Gudin. Whatever may be the es- 

■, Iha fa«t of 23,325,000fr. being economised (on 

I Civil List, no doubt) and placed in security does not 

wppear the less indisputable.] 

(43.) 

[The three following letters relate to a heavy debt coti- 
icted by the Pretender Louis Bonaparte in 1848, which 
ts not paid uutil afler the coup ^etat."] 

» Genoa, Nov. 16, 1850. 
" Monsiear, 
" In tlie month of July last I received a letter, in which 
Ijyou expressed the desire of Prince Louia Napoleon Bona' 
reimburse me, at PariB, the sum of 60,000 Roman 
rowae — viz., 324,000 francs of the loan I made bim in the 
1S48, with the mortgage on the Prince's domains 
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Bitunted near Civiti-Nova, in the Roman States. Beiug in 
Tuacanj at this period, I wrote lo my agent at Genoa, M. 
AraJri, to reply to you in my name, and to desire yon to 
ask the Prince if he would feel incliued to consent to hold 
the sum total until the 15th, January, 1851, in order tbU I 
might, during the inlerral, be able to find a secure invMt- 
ment. You replied to my agent that the Prince iidh«reid lo 
the proposition, and that the affair was perfectly Heitlcil. Aa 
the time ia fastly approaching for the reimbursement, 1 
wish to ask you : — 1st. That you will have the goodneaa to 
send me a formula of the power of attorney of settleraeni 
wbiob I must send to Paris for tie reimbursement, wii 
advise me whether this power of attorney should be ngned 
before a notary or the French consul. 2nd. If ilie Prince 
intends to pay the quarterly interest due on ihe 15tfa 
January next at Genoa or Paris ; and, in the latter c 
to indicate it in the receipt mentioned above. 

" Accept, Sir, the assurance of my most dbtingnUhvd 
consideratioD. 

" E. L. Pallavicino. 

" M. Mocqnard, 

" Private Secretary of the President of (he R«{)ii>ili 
Paris." 

To Monsieur Mocquard, Privute Secrtlary of tht Pratdtnt of 
thr French Repuhlic. 
"Monsietir, — In your letter of tbe 12th IX-oember, jimi 
informed the Xarquis de Pallavicino that Princn Bonapuu 
desired a delay of a monlh for the repayment of the 924,000 
francs, ftodto effect the lestitutiou on the 15lh Fubrmry, 
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18S1, instead oFtbe ]5th January, as was previously nnder- 
Btood. The Marquis de Palluvicino instructs me to inform 
you that he is prepared to satisfy the dtmands of iha Prince, 

1 the condition tLat his Highness promises to pay the 
interest on the sum total at the rate of 6 per cent., which 
IB&y be CHlctiliited ai 5'ife. 26c. per cent. The Maiquis ile 
PaJlavicino requests you to write to him as soon as possible, 
to inform him whether the 15th February is deSnilively 
fixed betweei] liimselfand Prince Bonaparte for tlie repay- 
of the sum in question, aod whether he may count 
npon it in order to (ill his other engagements. 

" Accept, sir, the assurance of my distinguished consi- 
Seration. Tour very humble and very obedient servant, 

"FtLIX AltAlKt. 

" Genoa, D«. 19, 1850." 



" Genoa, February 18, 1851. 
" To MontieuT Mocquard, PrieaU Seerelarg to Bit Ilighnest 
Prince Louis Bonaparte, Paris. 
» Sir. 
The Marquis de Pallavicino inairucia me to inform you 
lincoDsequenccoriheunderstanding between Pr I nco Bona- 
parte and himself, he husjust named tlieUukeufGullieraua his 
Bpeciui agent, to receive in hi« name from Prince Bunapane 
the sum of 324,000 francs. Have the goodness to call upon 
ibe Duke, at No. 16, Rue d'Astorg, in order to fix the day 
most convenient for the Betilemenl of the matter. The 
Duke will, after reimbursemeDt of the total, remit to you 
following documents : — 
iBt. — Entire and defiaitive settlement of the debt of 
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324,000 francs; 2d(]. — Special power conTeiTed on Raphul 
DeSerari, Duke de GaHierft, to receive the Biiin in tho itaroe 
of the Marquia Pallavicino ; 3rd. — Consent to tUe eradica- 
tion of the mortgage on the Prince's properi; at Civilk- 
Nova ; finaUy, a receipt for the sum of 1 6C^(r. 50c doe on 
the Iota], as follows : — 

Ft. c. 
lutetest from Jan. ISth to February ISth . . . 1,SSI 00 
Attoroey'a letter for Viscount de CsMbianca to 
annul the tnorlgage on a portion of the 

Princa'BHBtete 1500 

Expenses of letter of Attorney sent to Paris. . . 19 H 

ToUl 1.664 M 

" Have the goodness to ackriowledge the receipt of ihti 
Inttcr, and accept the asnurance of ray distinguished con- 
eiJt'riition. Your very humble and very ohedieni serraai, 
" F£lix A«ado .' 

(50.) 
[A curious memorandum of one Besuchet, an old offleer 
of the Empire, fonnd at the back of a circular in faToor of 
[.'le candidateship of Louis Napolcou for the Presidoiicr of 
the Republic. This document proves ihat, whlM Kppraring 
of the circular, the Prince declared that he had not naS* 
eteot funds to insure its publication.] 

"Sv'us Beceivf.ii bt Madame de Montuo^ 

(Memorandum bearing no dtiU.) 

"There were sent to the Coniiless de Slontijo, in Sfwio, 

through Messrs. Rothschild: — Ist, on the 4th Fetmiaiy, 

flOO,OQO francs; 2nd. on the 9lh April, 89,799 franc*; mait 

3rd, OD the 27th May (Mocquard), GG8,421 franca." 
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(52.) 

CiTIL LiBT. 

[Curious metnorandum, in the Emperor'e handwritinft, 
without dale. Two pages of figures and additions of sums, 
which we transcribe, with reflections.] 

A society of colporteurs received SOOOfr. (£200) per 
month. Florian Piiarnon 2000fr. a month. The camp of 
Chalons appears to liave cost 100,000fr. of llO.OOOfr. in 
July (18fi— T). The church of Notre Dame ile la Garde, 
aO,OOOfr. in July, — EtineelU, the journal oi M. Pharaon, 
received 50,000fr. in one payment. (1) The constructiojis 
in the Champs de Mars (Exposition ?) surpass all calcula- 
tions ; valued at 60,000fr. per month, reached, in July, 
li7,000fr.— in September, 332,000fr.; and afterwards, 
327,000fr.and322,000fr. M. Mocquard's bill wa« heavily 
burdened. The Empress every month had lOOiOOOfr. The 
building of houses for the d'Albea, the Lauristons, and Im- 
perial residences, absorbed considerable sums. Add 
lOO.OOOfr. 10 the Ministry of the Interior, and 150,000fr. to 
J>avid. Lyons, SOO.OOOfr, (are theae shares ?). 
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BUDGET OF THE IMPERIAL FAMIl 
— MURAT. 

Achille Uumt'i difficulUea wilh his crediUira — The EmperaT nfmm 
to uiterferF — Sams Hlloweil to Ihn Murst family from 16S2 to ISM 
— Annual SiibTtotiuns to tba memberB of the Imperial PaoDy — 
Sums paid to Lucieii Muiat, Joscbim Murat, and the DdcImm d* 

Moucbf . 

BcDG&T or THE Imperial Fauilt. 
Letter Jrom Motuiair Ackilk Marat to Nt^leon. 

" Sire. 

"I haeten to inform your Majesty of my retnm i 
PBriti, being compelled to do ao by the urgency of my 
affairs. I consequently place myself at (ha orders of your 
Mnjesty, assuring you that I liave noilung mora at hesrt 
than to pruve to you my sincere desire to conforia myaelf 
lu them. 

" Alter eight months' absence in the Caucasus, Sire, I 
return to rejoin, in Africa, the new regiment in which, 
at the request of my brother, your Majesty haa deigned la 
place me, persuaded that the arrangisments made during injr 
absence would enable me to re-enter the service, and thiN 
to efface, by my future conduct, my past fnulLi from yoar 
Majesty's mind. Unfortunately, Sire, iiolliing, nr n«st to 
nothing, is changed in my distressing posi^on. Up U 
presoot lime, the money paid haa scarcely been aufflcient M 
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liquidate my debts or faoDoar — thoae in wMcb the honour 
of my name was engaged — bo that all the inconveniences, 
all iLe acandalB which tormented me before my departure, 
threaten to torment me siill. In Africa, as id Faria, mj 
presence will re-awaken ihe suspicions of my credilors ; I 
shall be sued, followed, arrested, exposed every di>y to 
incessant iiud menacing demands — demands which will not 
be waoling in malevolence ; and your Majesty is too just to 
wish that, under such coodJLions, I should be compelled to 
rejoin my regiment, wliere my disrepute would deprive me 
ot the esteem of my comrades, and render my existence 
and service with them completely impossible. 

" I dare not a;k your Majesty to permit me to submit the 
reai state of my affairs before you; for the reports which 
have been presented to you concerning me are greatly 
exuggerated — with what object I am ignorant ; but I 
implore your Majesty to believe, and to be persuaded th«t I 
desire, abore all things, to reinstate myself in your affec- 
tion, and, with that end in view, am prepared to do every- 
thing in my power 

" Your Majesty's very obedient nephew and subject, 

" ACUILLE MUSAT. 

'■ September 30, 1869." 

[The following words are written on the margin, and are 
. the handwriting of Napoleon.] 
''■Refusal. — The Emperor will not interfere in such matters." 

His Majesty, before decliniug to interfere, ordered an 
ccouDt to be presented to him of the sums allowed to the 
.t family from 1852 to 186S. The total is tolerably 

s^pectable.] 
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PbINCE ACHIliE Mc 


EAT. 






FraiMM. Cnu. I 


1864, July.— Rmeivfld from ILM. the Empert 


r 


S2.O00 og 


„ August.- 




10.000 m. 


„ Seplember.- 




10,000 ou 


„ OotObBT.— „ 




s.ooo uo 


„ November.— ,, 


... 


38.000 on 


1866, April.— 


... 


4,069 4i 






24B 00 






83,107 *i 


(22.) 






AnNDAL SuBVENTIONa ACCORDED TO THE .\fEMBERH OP TUl | 


Impkhiai. Familt. 




1 


(A.) 




1 




.«.i of ^ ■ 


, Nimu. •■ncu ileniiuided TbmI ■ 












fmM. ■ 


PrincBSB BacciocW 


160,000 




AdiiubI penaioD stlowed for purclUBC of the 


uo.«a 1 


eaUte of Boulogni) 


100,000 




Prinw Lucien Murat 




m.mI 


PrinMiS Lnden Murat 




lOMW ■ 


Prince Achilla Murat 




jtMtM 


Princofl JoBChira Mnret 










n^^^^^l 


Prinoo Anthony BonapBTto 


... 


j^^^^^l 


Prince Louis Luoian BoMpartB 




l^^^^^l 


Prinee Napoleon Charles BoMparte 


BoioOO. 


n,awS 


Kent of hotel 


20,00ui 






«.U<H I 


lUikme Valenlini 




U.OM ■ 


ConnteM Bttapom 




«'."» ■ 


MKqm»PepoU . 




u,<ica> ■ 




10,005 1 


■WW J 




80.000 1 


^H CoimteaB Priitioli 


M.000 1 




^H IndenmJty for Tent 


10,000 1 


^ 



HHUm 


IP 


«P 
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Coantoaa Gimpella 




20,000 


Prinireaa Oicbrielli 


Su,000 1 


40,00l» 


iDdeinnity for rent 


20,000* 






S0,()00 


Madame Wyae 


4U,000 ( 


46,975 1 


Inauranceonherlife 


8,976 1 


liadame Hatazsn, n^ Wyae 


... 


24,U0U ,1 


Mttdame Turr, n^ Wjae 




24,000 


PriucB Qabrielli 


... 


6,260 \ 


^tarduiBd Cbrislinfl StophftQOni ... 




G,250 1 


CounUBe lAVinie Arenli ... 




6.250 


Marquise Aroalie P«i8am 


... 


6,350 1 


Madame A. Booker 




6,U0U ■ 


MudHme C161U Hoooniti HomagnDii 




6,000 1 


M. Jerome Bonflpnrte, jimior 


... 


30,000 ! 






12,000 


CounteBB Mosti, iii^B Pepoli 


... 


8,333 1 


CountesB Ruspoli, nee Pepoli 


... 


8,333 


Countess Tattiui, n^B Papoli 


... 


8,3M 


M, Wjflfl (Lucien Napoleon) 




2,00" 


General ToW 




1,310,975 


UjNIBTBY of the EuPEROB'S HoiTdEHOLD AND 


OF FjKK 


Arts. 






Secretarj-Oeneral's Office.— (B.) | 


Bmiu paid lioM 1662, ih e>^^al, to hi, Hiyh, 


CO Frina Lu 


iea Murut, 


nnd to tic numtirt of hitfi 


mily. 




Ut— To Pkincb Lucibs Mubat, 


ApaiL, IBfii. 


Francs. i 






■^ 26,000 fr., with inlerert added 




1,000,000 


Dbcembkh. 1862. 






One nilKon of francs, payable in etx parts, eod per 


J 


montli, with interest added.— (Thia Hum 


18 granted 


1 




1 


■hall be radutad bom lOO.OOOfr. to 


60,OOUfr. 


1 


H^ annuallT, and that the capital shall be 


employed 


1 


^k u amfiniot, id bvoux uf his eldest aon.; 




1.000,000 



ICO TBE SECRET DOCDUENTS OF THE SECOtni I 

FKnnciai, 18fl0. 
Thcefe hundred Uiauseod francB.— (This sum i» granted 
for the purchase of an hotel eituattid at the angle of 
Ute Avenue Montaigne and the Rue Jean-Goujuo.) 
M*T, I860. 
Twelve thousand five hundred franca, in payment of 
legacies due to the Prince from his mother, accord- 
ing to the willofQuiIinttl Fosch ... 

July, 1860. 
Ooe hundred thousand franca, Ibe total of an allowance 

plaoodat the diapoaition of the Prince 

Decembsb, 1SS4. 
Siity-scTen thousand francs, (Thia aiun ia advanced aa 
a loan ; but only 35,l)00fr. have aa yet been paid, 
and, in coniequeuce, there remains dus) ... 

Total 



His HmeiiEss Pbincb Joachiu Mdbat. 
Makcb, 1B£4. 
ance of one hundred and eighty thooMiid bancs 
n the Dccaaion of hia marriags 

TUE DOCHEBS DE MOCCBT. 



Allowance of one million eovon hundred and thirty- 
eight tbouBand and eiity-twa franua rorty-eight 
centimes as iha marriage portion of the DuoheMd* 
Uoucby u ... 1 



Making tegethar . 



4.M3,fi83 41 



[The Bubjoioed note, written in iok, is found oo Um 
margin of llie above document.] 

" 'ibe marriage portion was 2,ODO,0O0fr. ; the snrplas ol 
tlie l,7a8,0C2rr. 4Hc. was pai<l b; the Emperor witbonl ibt 
inieriention of the Miniairj." 




HA DEMOISELLE DELL1.N(;EE. 



FROM MADEMOISELLE BELLANGEE, 
MARIE CAPELLE, AND MISS HOWARD. 

Mdlle. Bellanger'a raUtioni with Ihn Emperor— Maria Capolle thaubs 
the Prince-Freaident — Mian ]Ioward'a financial Telatioiu with 
UiG Empetor. 

Letters from Mademoiselle Marguerite Bellanger. 

[The two following Icttcra were discovered among the 
private papers of the Emperor. They were placed together 
in an envelope, sealed with the Crown and Iroperia! ciphers, 
and bearing these words, written by Napoleon, " Letters to 
be kept."] 

" Sir, — You have aaked me for explanations as to my 
relations with the Emperor ; and, at whatever cost, I will 
tell yoti the whole truth. It is terrible to avow that I have 
deceived him — ^I, who owe him everything ; but he has done 
»o much Tor mu that I will lay all before you. I was not 
confined at seven monih^, but at nine months. Tell him 
that I ask his purdoii. You, sir, have given me your word 
of honour that you will keep this letter. 

" Receive, Sir, the assurance of my distinguished cod- 

leration. 

" M. Bellangek," 

" My dear Prince, — 1 have not written to you since my 
leparture, fearing to cause you any annoyance ; but since 
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I 



the visit of M. Devienne (PreaMent of tlie Court of Casu- 
lion) I have ihouglit it my duty lo do eo; first, hi order u> 
supplicate you not to despise me, for without your esteem 
I know not what would become of me ; and atxl, to demkiid 
your forgiveness. I have been guilty, it is true ; but, I 
assure you, I was doubtful. Tell me, toy dear lord, if tb«rt 
are any means ot expiatiog my fault, and I will not shrink 
Irom liny aacrilice ; if a whole life of devotion can seciir* 
me your esteem, mine belongs to you, and thera ia do 
sacrifice you can demand of me that I am not perfectlj 
ready 10 accord. If it is nei'esaary, in order lo secure ynur 
tranquillity, that I should beeome an exile in & foreiga 
country, let me know, and I will leave at once. My bcart 
is so deeply penetrated wiih gratitude for all the kindncM 
you have shown to tne, that to suffer for your sake woultt 
be bnppiness. The only iliing which, at any price and «■ 
any consideration, I should not wish, is that you itiooJd 
doubt my sincerity and my profound love for you. I beg 
you, therefore, to send tne n few lino.'i oayinj^ that yan 
Ibrgive me. My address is ; Madame Bellaiiger, Ra« di 
Launay, commune of Vilbernier, near Saumur. Awudng 
your reply, my dear lord, receive the farewell of yoyr eT«r 
devoted but very unhappy 

■' MiBllL-KUITt" 



[Has the subjoined letter from M. Devienne to M. Coati 
(the Emperor's Private Secretary) reference to the aUirsTj 

Imptrial Coirt of Parit ; Cabinet of the Firtl PrttidtM, 
" Fsria, I9ih February, 18«a. 

" Monsieur le Conseiller d'E^tat, — I shall feel grratly 
obligod to J'OU if ;ou v«'v\\ V\M&V;j <£i^u \.Vv« kttw [ eticloM ti 
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his Majesty, Please to receive, with m; apology, ihe 
expreaaion of the sentiment of my high consideration, 
" The First President, 

" Deviekne." 

^ («■) 

Mabie Capelle (Mue. Lafargb.) 
[Letter of thanks to the Prince -President, who set her at 

^ liberty.] 
L "My Lord, — I was dying ; you knew it, and I owe jou 
taj life. I shed tears of gratitude at your feet. 

" What words, Prince, would he sufficiently eloquent to 
worthily eJipress my thanksgivings ! 

" To owe you my liberty is to owe you my honour. You 
protect and you give royally. . . . My whole life will 
be the passionate eciio of my ^mtitude. . . . But in 
order to ilare to tell you, my lord, how I venerate and love 
you, I throw down my pen, and I borrow the heart of 
France. 

" I have the honour to be, with (he most profound 
respect, my lord, your very humble and very obedient 
ressuscilie, 

" Mabie Capelle. 
» Montpellier, 12th June, 1852." 



(45.) 
Miss Howard. 
[Miss Howard had pledged her fortune for the success of 
e coup d'flat ; she had several times paid ihe debts 
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Prince Louis Napoleon. In 1851 he had bills prxiteMed ftk 
MontHui's, a money -changer in the Palaia Boj^ Oi 
2Q[h of March, 1853, he remitled to Miaa Howard » fini 
inBtulaient of one million. 

Letter from Mme. Beauregard (Miss Howard), giring • 
recei|jt for one million, dated 23th March. 1853. Tha 
letter was originally written in English ; but » tnuiBlatiott 
only has been published. It is as follows ] 

" Received of Lis Mnjcaty Napoleon III, the aura of 
million francs, in full acquittance and discharge of all my 
rights and inleresis in the domHin of Civil!l-NoT&, oo ( 
frontier of Ancona (Papnl Slaie«). 

" E. H. DE Beaitbeoabd. 

"Paris, 25th March, 1853." 

[Leiter to M. Mocquard. — Receipt for a sum of 50,000 
francs, under date oi tbo 31st January, 1854. (With • 
note by M. Moequard, slating that three previous pajnenl* 
oPh like amount had been made by M. Giles.)] 

" My dear Moequard, — I beg to acknowledge il 

up to the Ist January, 1851, of the sum of fitly 

franco, which I had charged yon to receive each moolfa. 

" E. H. DE Beaubkoak*. 

•' Paris, 3 iBt January, 1854." 

[NoTK.— The payment of the 50,U00 fraiicR conimaaci 
from iha Ist of June, 18J3. The first three pay men ta hi 
been made by M. Gilei^. 

Account of the sums paid by the Euipcror lo Ml 
Howard from the 24lh March, IHoS, to iho 1st 
1835. The toul amounts to 5,-(49,0O0 francs.] 
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" 1st Jan., 1855. — Payment of 58,000 frnnca." 
[Tlie moMlh of November, then, ia not iucludi'd.] 
" I hod prumiaed tlirea railliona iu addiiion to Beaure- 
gard'a {!) expenses, which I ealimated, at the outaide, at 
500,000 tVanca. 

"I gave 1,000,000 the 24th March, 1853, according to 
receipt. 
1,500,000 3i8t Jan., 1854. 
„ 1,414,000 in Government stock, 
„ 585,000 iu payments ot 58,000 per mooth from 

the lat Jan., 1855. 
„ 950,000 in paymeu ta of 50,000 franca per month 

^^l■ora lat Jan., 1853, to 1st Jan., 
[Another letter from Misa Howard, complaining that the 
vJgagementfi entered into with her had not been kept. This 
letter ia dated the 24th of July, 1855.] 

" Chateau de Beauregard, 

L "24th July, 1855. 

^B " My very dear Frieod, — To-day is the 24th of July, and 

^bsee with sorrow that the engagements entered into with 

^Bie are not accomplished [when I doubt I am vexed ; there 

BBllilBt be no tnoru doubt] ; in fact, I believed, and I still 

believe, that it is an error- — why make mo aulier T If things 

are to be thus, I should have done better to have kept the 

six millions, instead of three millions five hundred thousand 



n 



5,449,000 



¥ 



(1) In pueathdBiB, uadeiliued : ''Boieard. 
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fraDcs, which shonld have been paid, on my demand, >t tba 
end of tlie year 1853, and it waa for ihia reaaon Ihat I 
begged of tlie Emperor to tear up the firet aum (/ati tiuUwn 
Jive hundred Oiouaand Jrana), It makes m/ heart bleed to 
write this, and if ray marriage contract were not drawn Op 
ae it is, and if I had no child, I should not have taken llua 
step, which has become a duty. I depend upon you to pUl 
an end to bo much sufiering. The heart of the Emperor is too 
goDil to leave a woman whom he has tenderly loved in a falM 
poaition, and he woald not wish to be so himself — you knov 
my position, you are my tutor, Btid it is for this doubl* 
reason that I address myself to you. I was mistaken iIm 
oiher day in writing to his Majesty. In one of his lettflr% 
dated May, he says; 'I will give Giles lo-morrow paper 
for the three million five buudred thousand fraiics.' So 
there is nothing to be done but to calculate the annuity of 
50,000 from the Ist June, 1853, and 50,000 Irom Jaaiuuj 
to October. I pray God that there may be no more qaeMiou 
of money between me and he who possesses evaiy otlwr 
feeling of my hearL I kiss you tenderly, and love yon ibe 
same. 

" Tours affectionately, 

" E. B. DE BEAintEAASD, 

"I beK you will not leave this letter. You may read it 
to his Majesty if you think fit, and hum it immediately 
afterwards. I saw Mmo. Mocquard on Monday at four 
o'clock. She waa suffericig greatly the other day." 

[The preceding letter having he«n writton in Engi 
French, the writer's meaning is not always verj 
translator has, however, used hi.-< best endeavours lo make It 
intelligible.] 
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• Teftml of joimg CaTaignac to accept a prize from the Prinoe 
' Imperiol^U. BuDche, jnnior, nnd Uio lat« Oachew of Orleaiu. 

(3t.) 

[The subjoined letter was flddresBed by M. Victor Duruy, 
biat«r of Public InstructioD, to General Froissard, 
Governor of the Piioce Imperial, &^er the distribution of 
prizes at the annual concourse of 18(58. It will be remem- 
bered that the Prince Irajierial presided at the ceremony, 
and that young Cavaignac refused to receive the prize 
awarded to him from the hands of the Prince Imperial.^ 

Cabinet of thk Ministeb of Pdbuc Inhtedctios. 
"Paris, Aug. 10, 1868. 
" tieneral, 

" My son confirms me in ihe impreasion that the diBgrace- 
il incidents of wiiich wo have been witnesses are organised 
f a group of pupils at llie Lycee Bonaparte — that nest of 
nroluntarj Orleaaista. Jules Simon has bis childreD 

" It appears to me that, after this litlle scandal, I ought 
not to propose to the Emperor to grant a cross to the school, 
the professors iu whicli ought to exercise more influence 
minds of their pupils. The pupils, too — at least a 

Bat numher~ou reflection, were much humiliated tliat 
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Cavnignac rerusett to accept tbe prize assigned to liiro. His 
mother bad orJered him not to do so, he snid ; but she hnd 
Bent him, no doabi, with the view of proToking a manifesta- 
tioD, and she sueceeded. Notwilhalandlng all thia, b« 
yinced that tbe presence of the Prince produced a most 
salutarj elTect, even in Paris. As for the univenitiea ia 
the provinces, tbey are very grateful. 

" Yours derotedlj', 

" V. Dlrct, 



Letter from M. Barociie, Senioii, to the Eupesok. 

[In tbe following letter M. Barocbe endeavours to justiij 
his SOD having writtea bis name on a register op«ii«ij at tb« 
re^dence of the Duchess of OrleauH, immedlaiely after I 
death.} 

" Paris, Juno 7. 
"Sire, 

'■Your Majesty has no doubt been informed of » bet, 
ineignidcant ir. iitelf, but to which an English jo nmal 
endeavoured to attribute some importunce — I sp^ak of mj 
son having inscribed his name in tbe register o|ien«d in llw 
house where the Duchess of Orleans died. I should r««l 
exceedingly unhappy if this msh act should leave on your 
Majesty's mind an unfavouniblu impi-cssion ngaiost my 
I pray yoyr Mi-jesty to permit mo to give yog n ' " 
at the incident. My son, taking advantage of a bolkfatj 
granted to him by tbe President of bia dcimrimeiit in 
Council of State) went to England lo be pretenl at lh« 
Epaow Taaet, and whilst lu Londou visited iha docks wd 
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public estallisbmenta. On Wednesday, tlie 21st of May, he 
( ■wenl to Richmond and Kew wiih liis fell OW' travellers — 
Q quite foreign to politics. The latter, in passing 
before the Louse where the body of the Duchess of Orleans 
1 the book I 



<t at the 
sample, without reflecting 
mposeJ upon him duties 
mparative immunity. 
>r, and, even before I had 
subject, he expressed his 



, wrote their 

door, and uy sod followed their 

that bis name and his position 

I from which hia friends enjoyed c 

■' He soon discovered liis en 

a to speak to him on the 

I rincere regret at having been induced to cor 

t error — an error which I am not called upon to excuse, 

knowing that he would have acted very diifei'ently during 

the Duchess's lifetime. Without being in any way connected 

with the past — having never exercised any public function 

otherwise than under the Government of your Msjeaty, of 

whom I have the honour of being one of the oldest servants, 

since, from the 20th December, 1648, 1 was appointed 

I Procurer- G en oibI at Paris — I owe everything to the gooJ- 

F aesB of the Emperor ; and my sons, too, who, although still 

I young, have often been the objects of his favours and his 

kindness, join in llie same sentiments of gratitude and 

affection with which I am penetrated. 

"I venture to hope, besides, that your Majesty knows 

me too well to render it necessary that I should assure yoo, 

on behalf of myself and my sons, of a devotion of which 

shall always be happy to give you new proofs. 

■' Accept, Sire, the horuage of the profound respect with 

y's very humble 



irhich I have the honour ti 



d very o 



it servant, 



"J. Bahoche." 
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COLONEL ESPINASSE ON PARDONS. 



R«Tuioa of the judgroenta of tho Mixed CommiBiioiis— EITwUof th« 

libeiatioa£ oa tha anuchiete ; on Uia couctry — NunibcT* of tlw 
insurgents in diBurant diBtricta—Bud imprHsiona of iudiviilnol 
pardona— Stiio of public spirit, 

(10.) 

[After tlie cnup d'etat, Colonel Eepiiiasse. who vna 
Minister of the lalerior after the alteinpt of Orstot, aod 
who was the Grst to ftpp'y the Inw of general mteurity, 
rocaived from Louts Napoleon the misBioa of revising Um 
judgraenia of the Mised Commissions. The foUowing U tba 
report which he seutia al'ier his journey.] 

" My Lord, — I hiive the honour of addressing to yon my 
report of the mission which you ilid me the honour to eoo- 
tide to me. I have been able lo ascertain the ctat« of 
public feeling from Tours lo Bordeaux, from liordeanx lo 
Montpcllier and I'erpignan. 1 have cvnywhere ftmnil it 
aatisfactory. Everywhere the great aervices you hare i»n- 
dered lo the couiitrj have been wannly appreciated. 
Among tht'se services that which perhaps is the mist appm* 
cimcd is the having r!d society of the dangerous olettetttt 
which threatened to dissolve it. This last feeling in ao ' 
deeply rootcil that any idea of an arooesly wobU t» 
scouted. 

"The circular of the Minister of the Interior, ami tba 
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^ liberationa which followed it, produced (he worst possible 
effect. The anarchists once mors held up their heads, and 
ihose who were alrendy in the handa of justice inierruptod or 
retracted the confesBionB which would have made the 
authorities Dcquaioted with the plans and organlsatioo of 
the secret socieiies. These troublesome symptoms had 
begun lo diaapppar, when the news of the mission of 
clemency with which the commissaries extraordinary were 
charged reTived them to such a pniul that, in order to quiet 

Ilhem, I was compelled to order that the bauds of prisoners 
*ho had Iwen stopped on account of my revision should 
iMume their jonrney as soon as that rerieion tenmuated. 
" 1 return with the profound conviction that in all the de- 
pertmentH I have risiied the Mixed Commissions foUowed 
their instructions, which enjoined them to striLe only those 
who were reully dangerous. 

" lu the Deux-S>^vres, the Gironde, the Garonne, and the 
Aude their only fault was eseessive indulgence. May they 
never have cause to repent having let slip an opportunity — 
perhaps the only one — of disorganising anarchy 1 In these 
departments there have been condemned only a few indi- 
viduals who had been for some time pointed at by public 
cpinion as inveterate disturbers of the pence. In the Lot- 
eE-Garonne, the Pyrdnees-Orientales, and llie H^raul', 
trhere the insurgents, by commencing hostilities, rendered 
necessary numerous arrests, the rumifications of the secret 
societies were made known. The number of members 
known exceeds 30,0t>0 in each of the two departments, aod 
60,000 in the third, organised by decuries and centuries, 
and ready to rise at the first signal. In striking only at the 
known chiefs the number of condemnalions would have 



Mi 
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been enormona. It was, therefore, considered advUuble to 
proHecute only those who had great iufluenec, and ihoM 
whose antecedcntH, known from ibe Bunab of the utiu 
courts Hnd those of correctional police, proved thai lliej 
were constantly in revolt against the authorities. 

" I was not able, in mj mission, to examine the briefs of 
each of the political prisoners — briefs which would bavt 
required several months of study in each departmeuL 
Therefore, in order to avoid the double inconvenience dl 
disquieting the population by an inconsiderate ciomonc}'* 
and wounding ihe feelings of tbe authorities, who had dona 
their work zealously and conscientiously, I called together 
tbe Mixed Commissions, and, afler having informed ihem 
of your intentions, I asked them to point out to me such of 
the political prisoners as seamed to them moHt woi'thy of 
your clemency. Then, taking their work for a busn, with 
the brieft in band, I was able to commute a certain niimbor 
of sentences, and grant a certain number of pi^nlona. 
Furnished with information either by the Gendanuery, tb» 
municipality, or the clergy, each of which went lo worfc 
with tbe gnalest goodwill, I waa onabUd to enliti 
sphere of action as much as possible. We took into a 
the petitions for pardou and written proofs of repi 
but, neferthclesii, out of nearly four thouaand i 
tiona I was only able to pronounce, in your nami^ 
hundred commutations and two hundred free pardons. 

" The individual pardons which you have already graoutl* I 
my lord, have produced in general a bad impreasion a 
country ; the real chiefs of anarchy have alone profitod bf I 
Lbem, because ihoy alone were able to get thunsvlvca I 
recommended. This ban giveu rise lo a acandal whidi yva I 
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lis 



pwislied above all to avoid; the most inilueniiul escape 
paniabment, whilst their hlind touls expiate in exile the 
crimes of thoae who are really guilty. It ia to be desireJ 
that, for the future, your clemency should only he exercised 

ton the initiative of the local administration. It aloiie can 
^perly judge of the wisdom of a liberation or the reality 
of a repentance, and at the same time it will not draw down 
spon itselt' the bate of nunieroua families by forming part 
of att esceptional tribunal ; it will, on tbe contrary, calm 
them by becoming the intermediary of clemency. (1) 

" [Pardons ai-e often granted in Paris on the demand of 
old parties, fur whom it ia a means of preserving un iuflu- 
encB which they are rapidly losiug. It is desirable that tbia 
influence should be altogether in the hands of your Adminis- 
tration. If this desire were welcomed, the following course 
might be adopted : — Any political offender who believed 
himself entitled to the clemency of the Government would 
personally make a demand for pardon, promising eubmie- 
aion ; this demand, together with the motives assigned by 
tbe chief of the authority under which he is placed, will be 
traDsmiited to the prefect of the department in which he 

ibaa been condemned. Every three months each prefect 
would tran^jmit to the Minister of Justice the demands 
)rhich merited being taken into consideration, 
"To resume, my lord, public spirit is excellent. The 
tfixed Commiasiona have ecrupulously performed their 
duties. Among the services that you have rendered to 
aoeiety, my lord, the one which is most appreciated is that 



(1) The rest of the report, between brackets, was erased in the 
iQte. The document boan, in the handwriting of the Emperor, the 
Report of CoL EqiinasBe." 



fp. 
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of having rid it of a part of tlie elements which threalened 
to dissolve it. Opinion is hostile to all immediate amnesty, 
which is regarded as a snare held out bj the Tanquiahed 
parties. 

^ The condemnations ought for the present to be main- 
tained ; pardons should onlj be granted partiallj, and 
without exposure, and on the advice of the local autho- 
rities.] 

'* I have the honour to be, my Lord, 
'' Your faithful subject, 

** Colonel Commissary Extraordinary, 

<' ElSPfNASSE.** 



I BONAPAUTir. 



PIERRE BONAPARTE AND NAPOLEON. 

Pierre Bonaparte wiitbes to legitiniite liia children — Hia difficulties la 
a member of the Imporial Fasiil}- — Desires to sell his estate in 
CofBi™ — JCapoli>on refuBsa to conaent to his marriiiga — A 
rejoinder — The trial at Toura. 

(19.) 

LeUeraJTom Pierre Bonaparte to Napoleon. 

(■■) 

" Sire, — I cannot bow before the decision of your Majesty, 
but your Majesty must permit me to inform you lliat my 
children will cease to be illegiiimale from tho moment that 1 
legalise them. It was not my immediate intention to marry 
iheir mother, but as there is no other mode of legitimising 
Ihem, I purpose at once to adopt it. I therefore ask of 
your Majesty the authorisation rendered necessary by the 
statute of the 21st June, 1853 ; and I make a fresh appeal 
to your goodneae and to your sense of justice, 

" Allow me to givo expression to a reflection whioh is 
very painful to me. The fact is that the exceptional 
situation imposed upon the members of the Imperial Family 
enforces upon me a sort of interdiction from all civil and 
political rights. If a desire is expressed to name me deputy, 
jour Majesty is opposed to such a step. I am condemned 
to submit to a kind of iaability, of forced n on -participation 
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in the service of the country and of your M^ijeslj-. Th« 
realisatioD of the most legitimale dusirea, of duliea the moBt 
sacred, appears to eucounter obstacles, aod all tliie, ceriaiotj', 
without Bufficient compeiisalion.' 

" To put these questions is lo be coDvinced thai thcj 
will be taken into consiileraiion, if tbe opinion I have 
always had of your Majeety's greutoeiis of soul doe« not 
deceive me. 

" I beg your Majesty again to accept the homage of my 
profound respect and of my inviolable attachmeut. 

" I am your Mojeety'a very devoted cousin, 

" PiBKEB Napoleon BoKArABTS. 

" Paris, March 19, 1867." 



(II.) 

" Sire, — My reply to your Majesty's letter was 
by a sentiment from which I cannot shrink. Sioc« tben th« 
situation which I have endeavoured to sketch has becom* 
still more pronounced by acircumsiance which comfirl* m* 
definitely to renounce Corsica, The Minister of the Interior, 
eoHcited by Monsieur Benedetti, tias appointcil a relation of 
the laiier to the ^ul>-p re lecture of Cnlvl, in the n~rnn1iiiri 
menl of my place of residence. The favourable rv««ptim 
given by your Majesty to my request in favour of Doetvr 
Barioli has thus been uswless. 

" Deprived of all credit, of nil parlicipation in kAira, of 
every opportunity of ameliorating my condition, I irutt jonr 
Majesty will come to my assistance. IT yon would. Sire, 
purchase for mo my property in Corsica, I aboulij tbeu Im 
able to complete my modest eBinblishment in the 
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The estate Id Corsica is very well situated for the eatabliah- 
ment of a model farm, a barrack for the Gendarniery, or any 
other administrative institutioo. I shall be obliged to put 
it up for sale, and I do not expect to realise much upon it, 
iinleee your Mujttsty adapts my proposition. It would be u 
favour which I should never forget. 

" Toar Majesty's devoted couain, 

" PlE&RE NaPOL^OK BO^APABTE. 

" Pwis March 25, 1867." 



(38.) 
Letter from Napoleon to AT. Pierri 



Jionap'ir 



I 



[A rough draft of the subjoined letter waa foand in the 
liaudwriting of Monsieur Conti.] 

" I cannot, no matter what it costs me, receive your new 
demands favourably. The considerations whirh oppose 
themselves lo the legitimacy of your children are equally an 
obstacle to the union you wish to cmitract. When one has 
the houour of bearing a name like youis, reapi-ct ought m 
be paid to the proprieties. The inconvenience whicb such 
respect may impose is only, after all, the compensation of 
advantages everywhere envied, and which, I presume, you 
have no wish to renounce. 

'' I regret, at the same time, not lo be able to purcliast 
the property which you postiess in Corsica, and wbich you 
wish to dispose of. Such a property could not be of any ( I ) 
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e, and would be a burden upon rao. My budget ia already 
lieavily charged to enable me to make such EacriSce«." 



(*■) 

"Sire, — I cannot allow your letler of yestenlny to remain 
wiibout a reply, I lirmly Iwlieve that ihere would >j« much 
more impropriety in Tailing in the eacred duty of legitimising 
my childreo, than in contracting marriage with their mother 
—of moJeat birth, but irreproachable coiiduct. If it i 
a mhaUiance ytiur Miijesty speaks, it would be less compro- 
mising — especially considering the reppeciive pOHtions — 
than other meaalliaricei contracted in the family. 

" I do not well uaderaland what are the advantnget of 
which jour Klajt^^ty speaks, as being everywhere envtei'. 
If you refer to titles, which are not eveo due to me voder 
the Empire, I attach no imporiaoce to them, and I TOtvil 
in favour of their suppression when I had the honour to ait 
in the National Coostituent Assembly. If it is mj nan 
you refer to, I owe it only to my birth — to my ffttber- 
who ceriainty baa not given me the example of his hononr- 
iisg the Bcutiments which inspire me. If you refer lo tba 
allowance which your Mnjesly doles oat to me, it represen't 
Imt a very email portion of the property of which tba 
Bourbons defrauded us by art act of iniquilmtt ipoUalion — >io 
use the very expression of your Miijesty, found lit an officuj 
liotument which I have now in my banils. 

"But to resume, 8i re, I shall not, at no matter wh«|. 
sacrifice, fail to obstrve my paternal duties, and, if it should 
be necesBary, I shall know— I who, during the four ) 



PtERSE BONAPAHTE. 



179 



in the National Assembly, never gave a vote, a stiigie 
I Tote, ftgaiDst the liberty of olhers — how to retake the road 
, to exile, and to aak more justice from & free people, — I am 
L Bot the leis, Sire, with re'^giect, 

" Your Majesty's very humble and very obedient aervanl, 

" PiECBE Napol^om Bonapakte. 
"Paris, April 25, 1867." 



(5.) 

" Sire, 

"I have thought it necessary to make the Archbislmp of 

Paris acquainied with my situation ; and this worthy prelate 

desires to speak with your Majesty. I pray you, therefor.-', 

to have the goodness to listen to him, and to accept [he 

I homage of my respectful attachraeut. 
" Pierre Napoleon ISosapaute. 
" Paris, April 25, 18G7." — 

(20.) ^ 

[The three letters which follow have reference to the 
trinl at Tours. The letter of the witness Natal, whose 
affirmation before the High Court will be well remembereil, 
throws a light on thia afiair.] 
" Monsieur le Minisire, 
^L "The Emperor has charged me to transmit to your 
^VSxcelleocy the enclosed letter, which has been addressed in 
^■ne by Priuce Pierre Bonaparte. Tour Excellency will seo 
^BjWim tlie contents of this letter that the Prince desires to 
^Bobtain from the Court of Rome an attestation refuting u 



180 THB SECRET DOCUMENTS OF THE SECOND SMFIBK. 

ealumniouB allegation contained in the Maneillaiaej relatire 

to the motires of the measure taken hj the Boinao 

Government in 1 836 against himself and his brother, and 

which the Prince wishes to produce before a Court of 

Justice. His demands appears to be of such a nature as 

not to be refused by the Court of Rome. 

<< The Emperor therefore begs your Excellencj to be so 

good as to write to the French Ambassador at Rome, in 

order that he may take the necessary measures to obtain 

this document. 

** Believe me, &c., 



HOTKL BT THE EHPBROB. 



THE EMPEROR'S NOVEL. 



(r.5.) 

Plot of a Novel bt the Empekok. 

" M. Benult, hq honest grocer, residiog in the Rue de Ih 
Lune, left, in i 847, for America. After having travelled 
ill the cDuntriea extending from Hudson's Bay to the 
Mississippi, he returned to France in April, 1868, having 
heen nearly nineteen years out of the couutry. He had been 
only vaguely informed iis to the events which had taken 
place in France since 18-18. Some French refugees had 
told him that, if ho visited France, he would Gnd it crushet) 
uuder a. system of despotism, with poverty aboanding 
everywhere; a France, in fad, very diSercnt from that 
which he left dourishing under the reign of Louia Pbillippe. 
Our friend Benoit arrives at Brest in a t ran s- Atlantic steamer, 
full of uncertainties, regrets, and apprehensions. ' What 
are those black-looking vessels, so ugly when compared 
with the beautiful sailing yesaels that I have \eh behind 
me ?' he asks of the first sailur he meets. 'Why,' replies 
the sailor, ' they are iron-clail men-of-war, the Emperor's 
invention ; covered with iron, they are impregnuble ; and 
this transformation has destroyed, to a certain extent, the 
supremacy of the English fleet on the tens.' 'That may 
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be possible i but I am sorry for our old ehips, with iheir 
poetical masta aud sail3.'(1) He eeea the crowd rushing 
towards the Court-house to record their voles. Astonish, 
nient at witneaainf;; the existence of universal suffrage i 
astoniahmpiit at the railways which run throughout the 
whole of the country, and at the telegraph. Arrived in 
Paris i embellish men ts. The octroi (city dues) carried to 
the fort) Seal io OB. He wishes to make some purchase*, 
which are cheaper, in coaaeiiueuce of the Treaty of 
Commerce ; some half-price, &c. He laDcies that there are 
a noraber of writers in prison. Error, No dtBinrbances ; 
no political prisoners ; no exiles. No more preventive 
detentions ; acceleration of trial -, branding suppressed t 
civil death suppressed ; Society for Assistance to the Aged - 
asylums at Vincennes; coalilions; Fotke de roulade anp- 
pressed ; military service shortened, pay increased, tnedal 
instituted, pension augmented, reserve increasing the regular 
furce i funds for infirm priests ; arrest for debt ; broken ; 
H tradesman who sent his assistant to buy or cell gooda wma 
arrested; Councils- General. 



(1] On tha margin, oppoiita the lattar phrue, an wtittts ll 
■'mdf.' "PaHp(ntsnippT«Hed." 



THE SANDON AFFAIR. 

Vangny wiBhea to BtiBe tho affair—M. SBndoQ Brreated aeventeen 
times ; coufiuod in a, lunulic myluiu for twenty mantliB. 

[The indigDutioD cauBed by the repeated conlinenients 
of M. Sandoii in a lunatic asylum ia elill freeh in the 
memory of the public. Asjluma of this descripligQ were, 
in fact, tranaformed into bo many Bastilles. Here is Bome 
CDe*ar-acImiriug correspondence touching this particuliir 

Letter froia Momiear de Pereigny to M. Conti. 

" My dear Conti, — Here is a grave affair which it is 
necesBBiy to stifle at once. The conduct of M. Billault ia 
uo precede D ted. The person who hna been victimised to 
Buob a point is about to become the tool of parlies. A fearful 
scandal might ensue. It appears ihat, with 20,000 or 
80,000 francB, wliich Dr. Cooneau (the Emperor's physi- 
cian) undertakes to provide from the public funds, every- 
thing could be arranged. Besides, there has evideutly beeu 
great injustice, and it is necessary to repair it. 

" A thousand compliments. 

'• fERSIGNT. 

'Paris, March 29, 1866." 
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(11.) 

Letter from Montieur Sandon. 

— Doctor Conneau je^lurday commuuicktcd 
to nie tlie reply oi' the Etiipei'or. Here ure llie facts : — 

"1. A Minister responsible to Oie Emperor along baa 
cikuseil me to be arretted ceveuteen limes, and has confined 
me in the lunatic asylum of Charenton for the period of 
twenty monlha. 

" 2. An irresponsible Senntor has aiiduciously and illegally 
defamed my charactar, end caused the death of mj inoiber. 

"3. An irresponsibU Minister of the Interior cootinuea to 
write defamatory communicalions concerniug me to the 
journals. 

" The Em|ieror appears to have replied to my petition 
(to Dr. Cunneau) tiiat titere were judges — (hut I could 
plead my cause. This is au error. In absolving each 
individual Miniaier from his rei^ponsibility, the Emperor 
bus assumed the whole responsibility himself. It i> ba whu 
owes me justice. He has deprived me of my molber, njr 
fortune, my boaour ; there remains but my life ; and, under 
»ucb conditions, I can even make that eaerilice, too. lli* 
Kmperor owes me justice; be ought to know that wbro 
ilh'gality is proved to have been exercised, the rictim 
expects to claim his rights. I desire and hope to be beard. 
A man ia not driven to such extremes, to such a desperate 
siale, in such a fashiou as ihia, 

" / mish to tee you, and believe me your very humble and 
rcspi'ctful servant, 

" L£os Sakdon, Advocait." 
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XXV. 
2nd DECEMBER, 1851. 

Prudence of MM. Bouher and Foold — Proscriptions of December, 
1851 — Total nnmber arrested, brought to trial, and punished in 
December, 1851. 

(53.) 

[The followiug letter was carefully preserved by M. 
Conti, in a private portfolio of the Emperor, beariog the 
iDscription : •* UEmpereur.^* It shows that two of the most 
zealous servants of the Imperial regime embarked with 
exceeding prudence in the support of the Empire of the 
2nd December, 1851 ; they preferred to await the success 
of the coup d*etatJ] 

To the Director of the National Printing Office, 

" M. le Directeur, 

'^I learn indirectly that certain printed documents 
bearing my signature have been forwarded to you for the 
purpose of being sent to the provinces. I am entirely foreign 
to the transaction, and beg you^ in consequence, to cancel 
my signature. 

" Your devoted, 

*' E. ROUHEB." 



186 THE BECBKT DOCUUEtTTB OF THE BEOOMD KHFUX. 

" I make the same declaration and the Bame demand. 

" A, FODLD." 

[On the left eide of the letter, the following note, written 
in ink:—'' Received the 2nd Dec., 1851, at *i> o'clock in tfu 
eceiiing, the Secretary of the Direction" (signalure illegible) i 
aid at the bottooi, the slnnip of the National Printing 
Offiue, iu black; ** Imprimerie Naiijnale, Direction." The 
envelope containing this leit«r bears the following words : 
" 2nd December, 1851. letter from M. RaulitrandM. FouU." 
On the rjght-band aide is written, in pencil, the following 
inexplicable word: " Complol."] 



FROaciuPTioNS OP Dkceubeh, 1851. 

Stalemeat Concerning the ladividnaU who, offer Dtetmitr, 
1 85 1 , were Subjected to Peaai Measvra. 

" The Emperor wished to hare an exact atalement of the 
individualci who, after the eveoU of December, had been 
subjected to criminBl proceedings of one kind or aaoilier. 
This investigation, appertaining, as had hitherto been ibe 
case, to the Miniatry of General Police, was, in tlie month 
of March, l8T,-2, confided to thrne Minisleri— ihoee of 
Justice, Wiir, and Peace, according to the three caiegoriea to 
which the condemned prisoners belonged. It is id con*** 
quenoe of the difficult; which I have experienced (by 
resAons of thi^ division) in obtaining information foreign to 
m; Ministry, ibat I have been prevented handing in lo voar 
Majesty an immediate report :— 
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I let. ToU nnmberof peopla arrested or brought W trial in France od the 

'jnor thoibHurraclitm of Deoember, 1861 ati,e42 

I P«™oni let at litorty 6,601 ) 

[,'lBd- Deduct \ Peraons aubmitted to simple ear- \ Total 11,6I» 

( veilUnoe 6,108 ) 

t trd. Total nombor of peraona condemned ■fter the insurreolion of 

Dooomber. IH51 15,033 



' 4th. DedncllhoperBons CI 
demned by the Count 
of WMaudlheTribun 
for oSencec against I 

coadlariea, ihier 



OorrxctioDBl Police .. 

CouncilB oi V/ti 

UoUBeB oI CorrectioD „ 



CajBnna. Al^eriL 



I Mb. Toxil nnmber, divided 
inlo cUegories, of persons 
condemned by Mixed Com, 
missiona after tbe iusuT- 
rectluu ol the 2ud Decem- 
ber 

■Ml. Total Dnmber, in cale- 



7th. Numberotperaoas tried 

b; default 

„ Died 

Bth. Aotual number, by cate--! 
goriea, to the 27th of I 
January, ol pHsuna alill 



239 ... 0,630 ... 1,546 ... S.8(M ... H.IIB 



if 1- 173 ... 4,012 ... 614 ... 1,304 ... 6,153 



joined penulties 



lliicdl 



To thie total of 6,153 poraonB ettU subjected I 
aoit or another must be added 5.460 persoDa under the BurioillaDce 
of the polioe, either in conaequBnce of the deeiiion of the Mixed Com- 
mtssionB, or as a guarantee to the Qaverumeat aftei a commutation of 
Quit Beatencea, The total number of persona undergoing at the preaont 
time the lentencee applied by the Mixed CommissiooB, after ihe oventa 
of the 2nd December, is Ihua S,153 ; tbia nuntbor will in a fen dayi 
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be radnoed oonsiderablj, in conseqaenoe of the sabmiMioiis which ere 
erriving m nuuse every day, either to the Emperor, the Minietry 
of Justice, the Ministry of War, or to the Ministry of General 
Polioe. I should have wished to have famished to your Majeety 
the exact number of submissions up to. the preeent day ; I hare 
endeayonred in vain to do so, not being instructed to ooneentrmte 
the general service. 2,843 demands for pardon have been received 
at the Ministry of General Polioe alone. 

'^ The Minister, Secretary of State in the Department of 

Greneral Police. 

" (Signed) De Maupas." 



KtBcnoir OF 



i PKEBIDENT. 



LOUIS NAPOLEON, PRESIDENT OF THE 
KEPUBLIC. 

Louis Napoleon Bonaparte, PnEsiDKNT op thb 
Republic. 

"Three hundred liiouaand suffrages, in recalling from 
exile our citizen, Louis Napoleon Bonaparte, Imve truced 
the line he ought to follow, and designated the poBilioQ he 
may assume amongst us. The whole of France, asaociHting 
itself with the spontaneous vote of five departments, hua 
saluted his entrance in the Nalional Assembly as a presage 
of the approaching termination of the provisional slate of 
things which weighs upon us. Pressed by men ill at ease 
at the greatness of his position, Louis Napoleon has 
accepted from the Tribune a candidature offered to him from 
every part by real patriots, men of order, of progress, and 

, of liberty ; his programme has been welcomed by the whole 

kfopulation of France. 

he moment has arrived, citizens, to manifest our sym- 
s for the man who will shortly bo the elect of the 
tttion i let us be prepared and united. In the face of the 
MisTortunes which weigh upon our country, and of those 
which may still threaten it, let us appeal to our coosciencea 
Hd see whether we have a mure glorious n 
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syrapathelic name — thau tb&t a? Napoleon ; if wehnvea man 
whn better than the nephew of the great Emperor, the 



the writer who occupioil 
of the people, (1) could 

on, of order, of clvmencif, 
the school of adveraity, 

ithiDg more tbaa a citizen 



grandson of the good Joaephi 
liimself ao much with the 
preaent himself as a. symbol of i 
and offratemiti/ ! Brought up 
matured by eslle, the Prince is 
animated with the most ardent feelings of patriotism. A 
Blranger to all politicnl inti-igue — to the civil diasenrion* 
which afflict his heart — his mission will ba to repair, and 
not Id avenge ; he will have no other ambition than that of 
ribuiing to the well-being of all, in directing Franre 
by wise and liberal paths, unrler the legis of the flag of 
national independence and public liberty. Hia uncle desired 
the happiness of France by glory. Prince Louis deeirtfs 
the glory of France by happineas. Vive la Repubtiipie! 

" In the name of a committee of electors for the Depart- 
ment of the 

" Besccdet. 

'■ Formerly officer of the Imperial Army." 

[On the back are written these worda.] 

*' Approved by the Prince I 40,000 copies wvn dl»- 
Iributed. On this occasion it was that the Emperor nid 
to me, in bis apartments at the Hotel du Rhin ; — ' It u 
very well written, but it will be expeosive to print Mid 

(I) The writiiigi of Louia Napoleon breaths the mort sobU 
teutuoenta in favoar of ihe working classes ; be Ireatsd niocaHJ**)/ 
th« Tarioiu qiieatioiu conaecteJ vilh ooeial oiganitatio 
atnongit other remarkable works, the " EzIih/Hiih of Pm 
pnbliahed at Uam diiring hii captii' 
ArtHlerj' " gained him the eBtcem of all practised icldien. 



neqaam,. 

1 
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distribute ; and I have no money.' ' Prince,' I replied, ' I 
do not wish jou to incar any expense ; I sliall regulate all 
that, and, with God's help, we shall succeed.' He at once 
took my hand in token of his gratitude." 
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PRUSSIAN AFFAIRS. 

Report of LieaUnsut- Colonel de Staff<J— M. da Bianiirli 

Interriew betipeen King William and Napoleon — I'nuUMl 
opinion and ptKcticcs. 

[The following letter shows us M. de Bismiirk propoting 
(November, 1868) an iuterview between King William mai 
Napoleon, ia order to imoolb iLe difficukiea between Pnine« 
and Pruasia. Lieulenanl^ColonL-l de StofTel, miliUrj' aitacbj 
lo the Embatis}' at Berlin, did not auspcct, an^ niiire tban 
M. Beni'iJetli, that tliese eviilencoa of a desire for p««c« 
were coincident with M. de Mollke'a aludiea on the norib- 
eastern froiilierj 

Lieutenant-Colonel de Stojfel to PUtri. 

" Berlin, 20 Not,, 1868. 
" My dear Piiltri,— This letter will take a curioua rooU 
before il reaches you, for 1 shall give it to the Eocliah 
courier. It will, therefore, have the honour of pHsein^ 
through BruRsela and Lundnn, and will be sent to you by 
our Minister of Foreign Allkirs. It is absolutely necosMry 
that yon xhauld let me know, by a word acnt by po*t, 
whether you received a pockugc last Thursday, the 19th, ta 
tLe tveoing. Il was a work for the Emperor, and 
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Tor the Minister, both enclosed in the same parcel, and 

sealed with five seals, which I had eolrusted to M. 

Bleichrader, a banker at Berlin, who was going to Paris. 

Nothing is rarer in this life than to meet people who Iccon- 

how to put themselves in the place of others. Now, put 

yourself in mine tor a moment, and you may imagine how 

□neasy I am as to the fate of my parcels each time I send 

them otherwise than by the couriers of the Embassy. If 

you would only write a few words, as, for example : ' I am 

quite well, with the exception of a whitlow on the midiilu 

finger, and I received your letter on Thursday lust," that 

would not disturb you in your grave occupations, nor in thu 

Boulangere, which you dance so well, and at least I shoulil 

feel more at ease. 

"Did my work on the 'Note' amver ihe purpose! 

"I told you in my last letter that I had some curious 

details to give you. Here they are. M. B., of wliom I 

have spoken above, is a banker of some importance in 

Derlin, an agent of Rothschild's, and Bismark's man uf 

business. Of low origin, he has succeeded, by perseverance 

and practical good sense, in attaining a good posiiioo. He 

is the only Jew whom Bism. receives familiarly, and at 

whose house he consents to dine. He employs him us a 

bunter up of information, gives him certain confidential 

I comtaissions, &c., &c. One thing to b^ remarked in the 

ibifltory of Ihe Prussian Governments which have succeeded 

ch other for the last hundred years is that they have 

rly always employed a Jew (even in (he time of Sieye=) 

an agent mora or less occult. He of whom I speak, 

Ithout being exactly an intriguer, aspires to play (he part 

Dd take the place of his predecessors, among whom the Jew 
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Gphnum takes the first rank. He ia an amiable and bene- 
Tolent man, wilh whom I am on very good terms. I 



M. B., after Hhti 
(if M. Bisroark, 
relate the detRil 

o believe that he 
my opinions. He took care, i 
absolute secrecy on my part 
then be related at full 
Biam., and ihe liumo 



been a week at Varzin, at the residence 

lame to see me receotly, and if '. 

, it U because tliere ii 

commissioned to sound 

preamble, to retiuea 

our conversation, and 

igtb hie recent conversations with 

in which he found him. ' Tha 



aid M. B., ' desires peace more ardently I 
ever, and he will do all that he caii to preserve it. He is 
all the more sincere in expressing himself thus, in thac h« 
himself explains why tlie North cannot and ought not to 
e the immediate annexation of the Southern Statea; 
that the uniiy of Germany will naturally come about of'ita 
own accord sooner or later, and that his mlssioD is not 
to hasten the moment, but to consolidate the work of 1866,* 
die, &c. On all gides ilia asked if there is no means o 
establiehing coiifideuce butwceu France and Prussia- -no 
B of calming the public mind in Europe, and putting 
end to this afflicting stagnation in business. An inler- 
!w of the Erapei'or with King William would be « 
red by mmiy people as the most efficacioDS meMOi 
aining these results. It was spoken of at Varzin, and llw 
who surround fiiem. seek to know his ideas on 
pOBsibilily of such an interview. His intimate friend told 
me that he would be delighted if it could take place ; but ba 
does not disguise the fact that, in order to bring thm 
Kmperor to consent to it, it would be neceesar; thai ho 
{Bi»Bt.) and Ibo King should engage tbemselres to gtra 
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L was between 



iibaeoce of M. 
bo ceriain lliat 



I 



guaranteea plainly expressed (in writing, the banker fold me) 
that they would undertake notbing in vie^ of a union with 
the South.' In point of fact, ]U. B. asked me what I tbougbt 
of the incb'nalion of the Emperor — whether be would refuse 
or accept an interview with such guarantees. 

" I spare you, my dear Pielri, other details of my con- 
Tereatiot] with the said banker, and I am going to tell you 
what I think of it. It appears to me incontestable that the 
idea of an interview ia now being worked out. I consider 
it as the more certain ae two FruBsian journals have brought 
it forward lately, and that this Eame M. B., after liaving 
swoni to me that the precediug converBat 
ourselves, had, nevertheless, a precisely t 
the Charg^ d'Affaires of France (in the 
Beoedetti); secondly, 1 do not consider it so 
Bism, told the banker lo sound me in order lo know my 
opinions. Nevertheless, it appears probable ; but it might 
also be possible that H. B., desirous of playing a part, was 
not charged with any mission to me, but simply wished, for 
his own guidance, to get some information. However this 
nay be, the fact of a desire for an interview remtUDs the 
same. 

"It IB needless to describe to you my demeanour during 
the conversation just mentioned ; for as I have already told 
you, I do not go beyond my rti/e and my functions. I leave 
to such vain fools aa TipSriu the care of meddling inih 
what does not concern them, and Hiehing to transform 
themselves from military attach^ into ambassadors. I there- 
fore confined myself to evasive replies, and said that I was 
totally ignorant as to the Emperor'i intentions, 

"I should mention a circumstance which induces me to 
Q 4 
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helieve that Bram. really believea in the poaaibility of ui 
interview, and that is that M. Bt. told me he was going 
to Paris at the enil of December, and aaked me for a 
letter [of introduction] to you. He gave me to understand 
that he intended soliciting an interview with the Emperor. 
Vou see, then, that it ia a question of one of two things — ' 
eiiher Bistn. desirea to feel his ground, even in the interior 
of the Tuileriea, before undertaking anything officially, or 
the Jew is led away by his passion for playing a political 
part. 

" To conclude, I tell you all this to forewam you, in ease 
you should learn that efforts are being made to solicit of 
the Emperor an interview wilh the King. Perhaps you 
will also sec in these facts a proof of the desire of Bism., 
whether sincere or not, to preserve peace and avoid kI) 
pretext for a conflict. 

" The elate of puhlic opinion in Prnssia is always the 
same : defiance or general animosity agiunst Francd. Con 
sider that as certain. Besides, yon can easily underataBd 
the causes : — 

" First inconteitahie fact. — Prussia aspires to anite alt 
Germany. (Let us sot aside the manner, which is a oiattar 
of indifference.) 

" Second incntitestahle fact. — What obstacle does Fruana 
see to the realisation of this desire? France, and Fraoca 
only. 

Natural consequence. — We are suspected by the whoU 
Prussian nation : certain parlies detest us, all mistrait u, 
and the least passionate consider us at least troublosorae, 
and have fur us the feeling which one man has for another 
who is constantly in his way. From ihat spriiigs tbe, 
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State of opinion which I sum up in these words— ^ animosity, 
or distrust, or irritation against France. 

'' Such are the fatal consequences of the events of '66. 
Nothing will be done whilst the general situation remains 
as it is, and the state of things which I describe will only go 
from bad to worse. 

'' But this is quite enough for the present, my dear friend. 
You have seen all sorts of things since you wrote to me : 
the revolution in Spain, the affair of Baudin, and what not. 
Write to me — it will afford me great pleasure. 

" Db Stoffel. 

** P.S. — Kind regards to yourself and Oppermann." 
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